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Introduction 
 

This book of Walks around the Wetherby area has been produced by the ‘Welcome to Wetherby’ 
team, with the financial sponsorship of the Wetherby Ward Councillors and Wetherby Civic Society. The 
series of walks, initially walked and documented by the Wetherby District Footpath Group, have been 
compiled into this booklet to encourage visitors and residents alike to walk the pathways around our 
beautiful area of Yorkshire – we hope you enjoy your walking. 

The Wetherby Blue Plaque Trail is included by kind permission of the Wetherby Civic Society who 
instigated the siting of the Plaques and is instrumental in the development of new sites of interest. The trail 
was also developed and publicised by the Civic Society.  

Although every care has been taken in documenting the walks, the Welcome to Wetherby team, 
Wetherby Town Council, the Wetherby District Footpath Group & The Wetherby Civic Society cannot 
accept responsibility for any mishap which may occur whilst following these walks, It is recommended that 
you follow the route described, correct at the time of printing, unless you encounter a sign giving notice of 
a footpath diversion. 

Please follow the Country Code: - fasten all gates, keep dogs on a lead, keep to the footpath when 
crossing farmland and take your litter home with you. 

If you have any suggestions for additional walks or amendments to these walks, please write to the 
Welcome to Wetherby Team, c/o Wetherby Town Clerk’s Office at The Town Hall, Wetherby or e-mail us at 
:- 

      wetherbytc@btconnect.com 
No part of this leaflet may be reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Welcome to 
Wetherby team.         © W2W2018 

admin@wetherby.co.uk or see our website at www.wetherby.co.uk
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The Walks 
 

1. Flint Mill     4 miles    Page 4 
2. Collingham     4.5 miles   Page 6 
3. Kirk Deighton     4 or 6 miles    Page 8 
4. Compton Pond     6 miles    Page 11 
5. Swinnow Hill & Flint Mill   5.5 miles   Page 14 
6. Woodhall & Sicklinghall   5 miles    Page 16 
7. Sicklinghall & Stockeld Park   5 miles    Page 18 
8. Bickerton to Hunsingore   5.5 or 7 miles   Page 20 
9. Follifoot  & Crimple Beck    5.5 miles   Page 22 
10. Wetherby Town Walk    1.5 miles   Page 24 
11. Tockwith & River Nidd   4.5 or 5 miles   Page 26 
12. Harland Way & Thorp Arch   6.5 miles   Page 28 
13. Wetherby Circular    5 miles    Page 30 
14. Sweep Farm     3 miles    Page 32 
15. Follifoot & Crimple Valley   5.5 miles   Page 34 
16. The ‘Blue Plaque Trail’ of Wetherby   1.5 miles   Page 37 

 -  A walk around the Town taking in the 21 ‘Blue Plaques’  
 
* - A map of the Town Car Parks can be found inside the back cover 
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  Walk 1 - Flint Mill        4 Miles 
 

This walk follows part of the Ebor Way long distance footpath and features pasture, riverside and 
woodland. There is a full range of pubs, cafes and shops in Wetherby, Cars may be parked by the side of 
the River Wharfe in Wetherby on the Riverside Car Park with its pleasant picnic area and a view of the 
restored weir just upstream from the old road bridge. 
 
Starting in the Riverside Car Park, walk towards the new bridge end with the river on your right. Pass 
through the picnic area and pass underneath two road bridges. After passing under the second bridge 
turn left up a broad track (do not continue straight ahead along the river).  Continue until a SP for 
Heuthwaite Lane and turn right into this pleasant green lane. This follows the Ebor Way. Continue on this 
lane keeping right and then follow the path round to the left along the line of the electricity cables. When 
you reach a narrow tarmac road go straight across and follow the footpath through the middle of the field. 
Continue keeping the wood on your right.  Eventually turn right following the track through a large gap in 
the hedge and continue until you reach Flint Mill Grange, keeping the wood on your right.   
 
As you go alongside the wood you can see the River Wharfe below you and Flint Mill by the weir. (Private – 
no access). The mill was originally a corn mill which was bought and converted in the 1770s to a flint 
roasting & grinding mill for Leeds Pottery. In the mid-19th century it reverted to being a corn mill. 
As you reach Flint Mill Grange turn left up its approach road to reach a T-junction with the Wetherby to 
Walton road. Turn left towards Wetherby and in a few yards turn right at the racecourse entrance and 
follow the road towards the racecourse. Before arriving at the racecourse turn left on the Sustrans 
footpath. 
Follow the old railway towards Wetherby, passing the site of the Racecourse station on your right (just a 
few stones left). When you reach the A1M, do not go under the road, but turn left and follow the footpath 
alongside the A1M to reach the Walton Road. Cross over the road and turn right to follow the path which 
descends and again runs alongside the A1(M) to re-join the outward route back to the car park. 
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Wetherby Racecourse, a National Hunt and Point to Point Course, held its first meeting at Easter 
1891. The railway line which ran from Church Fenton, via Tadcaster, to Harrogate was opened by the 
North Eastern Railway 
Company in 1847/8. In 
1876 a branch line into 
Wetherby was opened to 
join up the Harrogate, 
Wetherby & Leeds lines. In 
1924 a station was built 
alongside the racecourse 
and this was particularly 
busy on race days with 
racegoers, and the 
Racecourse Company 
paid for competing horses 
to be transported to the 
course by train. The old 
station area is now a home 
for young mountain bikers. 
The line was closed by Dr 
Beeching in 1964. 
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Walk 2 - Collingham      4.5 Miles 
This walk features riverside and stream scenes. There are pubs with food in Wetherby, Collingham 

and Linton. Cars may be parked in the Riverside car park at Wetherby with its very pleasant picnic area 
and the restored weir by the bridge. 
From the Riverside car park pass upstream under the bridge and after 30 m, turn sharp right up the path to 
the road, keeping the new flats on your left. Turn right towards the bridge.  

The bridge, built in the 13th century, is on the site of an ancient ford crossing of the Wharfe, and the 
new flats are on the site of both the Corn Mill, and the Sawmill & Woodyard. If you look over the wall on 
your left you will see the remains of the old mill wheel. Blue plaques and small plaques in the area will  give 
you the history of the bridge and the mill. On the opposite side of the river notice the restored fish ladder. 
 
Walk over the bridge and turn right down Lodge Lane towards the swimming pool. If you wish to examine 
the fish ladder more closely, take the short footpath on the right down to the river. Return to the road by 
the same path and keeping the river on your right, follow the path along the river bank towards 
Collingham. Do not cross the footbridge but continue along the river bank path until Collingham Church, 
dedicated to St Oswald, comes into view. Recently, the footpath to Collingham was widened and improved 
by volunteers from the Hollybush Conservation Centre at Kirkstall.   

Please note that this Public Right of Way runs adjacent to water. It may be steep and muddy in 
places and, on occasions, may be subject to flooding. 
Cross a stile and strike diagonally across the field to climb over a stone stile into the churchyard. The 
Church which serves the parish of Collingham with Harewood was restored in the 19th century but has 
Anglo-Saxon origins. 
Go through the churchyard and out into Church Lane. Keep straight ahead along the lane, bearing right to 
cross a white footbridge over Collingham Beck. Follow the stream until it meets the Wharfe. Follow the 
path to the elegant stone bridge and pause to enjoy the views of the river before crossing.               
The remains of the metal bridge which carried the North Eastern Railway, Leeds – Wetherby – Harrogate 
line, can be seen on the far side of the river. The line opened in 1876 and there was a triangular junction in 
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Wetherby which joined the Leeds – Wetherby line with the Harrogate – Tadcaster – Church Fenton line. 
The line closed in 1964. 
Pause to admire the view down the river, and then bear right down Stammergate Lane, the first part of 
which is metalled, through white gates and along a track to join the road by the Village Hall. Turn right and 
follow the road for about 0.5 mile towards Wetherby taking care as there is no pavement. At the Footpath 
sign turn right on to the Golf Course. The path is fairly clear as it crosses the course, passes under the old 
railway arch, and then through the fields to Scaur Bank playing fields. 

On the way 
through the fields 
pause to examine the 
memorial stone to the 
crew of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force 
Halifax which crashed 
here during World War 
II. 
 
Cross the river by the 
footbridge and follow 
the river bank to the 
swimming pool. From 
here follow the road to 
the river bridge, turn 
left and just beyond 
the War Memorial turn 
right into the Riverside 
car park.  
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Walk 3 - Kirk Deighton     4 or 6 Miles 
 
Starting from Wetherby Library turn left away from the Market Place and continue past the houses turning 
left at the junction into Linton Road. Cross the road and walk along Linton Road. The building on the right 
behind the stone wall is the former Wetherby Workhouse.  At Station Gardens turn right into the public car 
park. This was the site of Wetherby Passenger Station from 1902 to 1964, on the line from Leeds to 
Harrogate. Turn right again on to the track bed of the former railway, now the Harland Way, and pass 
under the bridge. Take the left fork and follow it as it curves to the left. Continue through the cutting and 
under a stone bridge. After about half a mile a track merges from the right. Keep left. 
 

In spring and early summer the area is ablaze with a variety of wild flowers and gives refuge to 
numerous birds including Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldcrest, Wren and Yellow Hammer. In winter the 
berries and rosehips attract Redwing, Fieldfare and Blackbird. 
 
Follow the track for a further half mile to a metal gate (A). Turn right after the first gate on to a well-marked 
footpath with the field hedge on the right. This path makes two right-angle bends before joining a farm 
track. At this point turn right and follow the track until reaching the first houses in Kirk Deighton where a 
stile on the right gives access to a field path (B). 
 

At this junction it is worthwhile leaving the walk to stroll through the small village of Kirk Deighton, 
with its church dating from the 12th century, old cottages and the Bay Horse Inn. 

 
To continue the walk return to Point B, cross the stile and follow the path at the edge of the field, towards 
Wetherby. At the houses, pass through a ginnel into Esk Gardens and walk to the junction with Aire Road. 
Turn right, up Aire Road, crossing Priest Hill Gardens. Just beyond the junction with Hawthorn Avenue 
turn left at the bridleway sign and walk down between the houses. 
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Cross Ainsty road and follow the sign up the bridle path, crossing a stone bridge over the former railway. 
Keep straight ahead on to the metaled path, the work of Leeds City Council and the Wetherby Community 
Paths Partnership. Cross another bridge and down the unmade Quarry Hill Lane to the junction with 
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Crossley Street. Turn left, walk for 200 yards, then turn right and go across the car park, and then follow 
the pathway between the Catholic Church and the New Inn to re-enter Westgate near the Library.  
 
To extend the walk to 6 miles - At Point A continue 
straight ahead through a deepening cutting and under 
a bridge. After about a mile, at a dip in the track, 
footpaths come in from left and right. Take the right 
hand path. After a short distance cross the stream and 
follow the path up the hill with the hedge on your right. 
Pass through a gap in the hedge where the path 
becomes a stony track with a hedge on the left. The 
track eventually becomes a metaled lane leading to the 
Bay Horse Inn in Kirk Deighton. At the pub, turn right 
and in 200 yards turn right into Ashdale Lane. At the 
end of the houses go left over the stile, Point B, and 
continue as above. 
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Walk 4 – Compton Pond      6 Miles 
 

This walk starts at the Riverside Car Park, Wetherby, and proceeds over fields to Compton Pond, 
returning via Collingham.  The return leg between Collingham Church and Wetherby makes use of the 
reopened footpath along the River Wharfe.  Recently, the footpath was widened and improved by 
volunteers from the Hollybush Conservation Centre, Kirkstall.  Please note that this Public Right of Way 
runs adjacent to water. It may be steep and muddy in places and, on occasion, be subject to flooding.   
 
From the car park return to the main road and turn left, away from the town centre, to the A168/A58 
roundabout.  Continuing ahead, cross the road with care and continue along the footpath/cycle path on the 
left hand verge of the A168 toward Boston Spa and the A1(M) interchange.  After passing the entrance to 
Sweep Farm on your right, look out for a Public Footpath sign. Cross the A168 with care and cross the stile 
into the field. Continue straight ahead along the narrow path between two fields.  At a hedge where tracks 
cross, take the left-hand track, eventually crossing a stile to come out onto Wattle Syke, which runs 
between Collingham and the A1(M). 
 
Turn right and after a few metres cross the road with care and turn left down Birdale Field Lane. After 
passing a number of buildings, the lane becomes a dirt track.  Follow the track around the field edge and 
continue following a number of footpath marker posts, keeping the hedge and then the edge of the wood, 
on your right, until a marker post indicates a left turn. Follow this track with the hedge now on your left 
until you meet Dalton Lane.   
Turn right and follow Dalton Lane passing a number of radio masts on your left. Continue following the 
track as it veers round to the right (Compton Lane) leading to Compton and Compton Pond.   
 
Follow the lane until you reach some buildings. In this area you may pass horses, some in paddocks and 
some may be in Schooling Yards. 
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Please take great care not to frighten the horses as 
this could lead to injuries, either to them or their 
riders. Continue past the buildings to the pond.  
Please note that this is private property and whilst it 
would make a very attractive picnic area, the owners 
take great exception to people who indulge in this 
activity. Follow the lane around the pond, across the 
small bridge and turn right.  On the right there is a 
stile and gate leading into a field.  Cross the stile if 
the gate is closed. The path now descends, over a 
stile and bridge in the valley bottom and then climbs 
up the opposite slope of the valley, following the line 
of telegraph posts.  The path comes out onto Jewitt 
Lane at the back of Collingham.   
 
Follow the road around to the right and at the 
‘Collingham’ road sign on your left, cross the stile a 
few feet away.  Continue over three stiles in quick 
succession as the path leads down to a residential 
estate.  With the church in view at the end of the 
path, continue down a series of narrow ‘ginnels’ 
between houses, crossing various estate roads until 
you reach the main A58.  
 
Cross the road with care to the church and then 
cross the churchyard diagonally right. Climb over a 
stone stile in the wall and continue through open 
fields, crossing a stile and then crossing a footbridge 
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over a beck. 
Continue along the path which now 
leads to the wooded riverside track 
back to Wetherby.  On the other side 
of the river is Wetherby Golf Course.  
Along the path there are rough steps 
leading up to the A58.  Go up the steps 
a short way but then take the path to 
the left of the steps, to pick up the 
newly improved riverside path. 
Continue through the grounds of 
Collingham Wood House bounded by 
two gates, reaching open ground 
again.  As you approach the 
footbridge across the Wharfe at 
Wetherby, you pass a bench which 
has been donated by the Wetherby 
District Footpath Group.  Continue 
past the bridge to the car park. 
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Walk 5 - Swinnow Hill     5.5 Miles 
 

A circular walk from Wetherby’s Riverside Car Park, with its pleasant picnic area, it features 
pasture and riverside with views over the Racecourse. There is a full range of pubs, cafes and shops in 
Wetherby. 
 
From the Riverside Car Park, with the river on your right, pass the picnic area. Walk underneath the first 
road bridge and then under the A1(M) flyover. Turn left on to a broad track and walk up as far as the 
Walton road. Cross carefully and take the footpath which runs alongside the A1(M) in the direction of the 
racecourse. Follow the path until it meets the B1224 York Road. Approximately half way between Walton 
Road and York Road you will cross the line of a disused railway where it enters a tunnel under the 
motorway.  
 

The line was opened in 1847/48 and ran from Church Fenton to Harrogate. It closed in 1964. About 
200 yards to your right was the site of the Racecourse Station, opened in 1924 and closed in 1959. It was 
busy on race days with special trains for both passengers and horses. 
 
Cross the York Road with care and follow the track signed “Swinnow Hill”. In 20 yards turn right and follow 
the footpath behind the Young Offenders Institution across the fields to the access road to the A1(M). 
Cross this road with care and continue straight ahead, keep to the right of the small wood in the field and 
make for the yellow and green topped marker post on the far side of the field in front of Swinnow Hill. 
The slight rise of Swinnow Hill is all that remains of a glacial moraine left from the last Ice Age. 
  
At the marker post turn right, and at the gate turn right into the drive of Swinnow Hill. Walk to the York 
Road and turn right along the verge. With the ‘footpath’ sign in view, carefully cross the road. Go through 
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the gate and take the footpath going diagonally towards the Racecourse. Continue up the hill passing the 
course on the right. 

Wetherby Racecourse, a National Hunt course, held its first meeting at Easter 1891 
                       
Continue on the metalled road past the stables 
and over the old railway line, now the Harland 
Way, to the gate at Walton Road. Turn left and 
then right down the drive to Flint Mill Grange. 
 

Originally a corn mill, it was converted to 
a flint roasting & grinding mill for Leeds Pottery 
in Hunslet in 1772. It reverted to corn milling in 
1878 and closed in 1950.  
 
On reaching the farm buildings turn right past 
the waymarked gatepost. Walk along the field 
with a wood on your left and below the River 
Wharfe. Follow the path across two fields.  
 
At the junction with the metalled road, Watersole 
Lane, turn left, and walk downhill towards the 
Sewage Works. Just before the Sewage Works 
bear right on to a permissive footpath and follow 
this along the river bank to rejoin the outward 
route near the A1(M) flyover. Continue straight 
ahead back to the Riverside Car Park. 
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Walk 6 – Woodhall & Sicklinghall     5 Miles 
 

This circular walk features lovely views of Wharfedale, riverside views, pasture, woodland and 
attractive cottages. At Sicklinghall there is a pub, the Scotts Arms, which serves food, and a village shop. 
 
The walk starts at Crabtree Lane end, East Keswick, at its junction with Harewood Avenue (A659). From 
the car park cross Harewood Avenue, and follow the marked bridle way to the River Wharfe. Cross the 
river bridge and follow the bridleway uphill through the pasture and pass through two gates. After 50 
metres turn left along the path to a gate, leading to a metalled lane. 
 
Turn right up the lane and enjoy the views of Wharfedale. Old Wives Wood is passed on the right. The wood 
is carpeted with bluebells in the spring. Paddock House Farm appears on the left and has wonderful 
decorative chimneys, each one of a different design. These probably date from Jacobean times. Carry on 
towards Sicklinghall, watching for a footpath signpost on the right. At this point turn right along the field 
track. After approximately 200 metres turn left to cross a small footbridge and stile. Follow the route all the 
way to a gate on a metalled lane, passing a gated stile on the way. At the lane, turn right into the village, 
passing the top pond and the school, into Sicklinghall. 
 
Just beyond St. Peter’s Church, built in 1881, turn right (Point A) and keep straight on along this path and 
pass through a white gate to join a metaled road, Longlands Lane, (Point B). 
 
Turn right and keep straight on past a large house, but use the bridleway, not the house drive. Continue 
down the bridleway, through woodland up to the rear of Woodhall. Here, bear right up the hill and follow 
the footpath across the front of two stone houses. 
An alternative bridleway diversion which can be used is clearly signed and re-joins the footpath beyond 
the house. 
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Continue on along the bridleway to a gate. Pass through it and turn immediately left. 
Go downhill to retrace your outward route to Woodhall Bridge, continuing on to Harewood Avenue and the 
Crabtree Lane end car park. 

In wet or muddy conditions, when point A is reached, carry on right down the village, passing the 
Scotts Arms on the left. When the village shop is reached, turn right into Longlands Lane and continue to 
Point B to re-join the original route. 
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Walk 7 - Sicklinghall & Stockeld Park   5 Miles 
 
A circular walk starting from Spofforth, situated 3 miles north of Wetherby, going to the edge of 

Sicklinghall and returning through Stockeld Park and along part of the old railway track, now known as the 
‘Harland Way’. Park in Spofforth on  the triangle outside the Village Hall, or on the wide part of the road by 
the Castle. 

 
Start walking in the direction of Wetherby back to The Castle pub, turning right into the car park. Go 
straight ahead and through a gate into a rough field. Continue with the wall on your right and pass 
underneath a stone bridge which carried the former railway. The path veers slightly left to a stile in the 
field wall, which is 20 yards to the right of the gate. Cross the lane and go on to the footpath in the field 
opposite, where a fingerpost marks the track. Carry on across 3 fields, picking up the line of a former 
hedge in the third field which leads to a small gate. Follow the hedge across a fourth field until a stream is 
reached, and cross the substantial set of stepping stones. 
The footpath continues round the edge of a conifer plantation to a stile in the next field. Turn right and, with 
the fences on your right, walk through 3 more fields. Where the hedge peters out, keep straight ahead and 
cross a small stream by a plank bridge, then over the stile. 
Continue with the field fence on the left to another stream with a plank bridge and a double stile. Once 
over, turn left and go around 2 sides of the field keeping the hedge on your left until you reach a stile, with 
steps down the bank on the other side, into a metalled lane. Turn left again, and follow this lane passing a 
lodge on your right, and then a house with outbuildings, where the lane becomes a track. Continue up a 
slight rise with trees on each side, to a white five-bar gate into Stockeld Park. Once through the gate, leave 
the lane, turning half left onto a slightly raised, faintly marked path, walking in the direction of the cricket 
pavilion until reaching the carriage drive of the park, where a left turn brings you past another lodge to the 
A661 Harrogate to Wetherby road. Go straight across the road – beware of fast traffic – onto the drive of 
Stockeld Grange Farm, passing a large open barn on your left and the stone farm buildings to the right. 
Pass through a gate and go diagonally across a field to a second gate, then down to the old railway line, 
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once the Church Fenton to Harrogate line, 
completed in 1848 and closed in 1964. Turn left for 
a straight walk back to Spofforth. At East Park 
Road walk to the main road, and turn right. Cross 
the road and pass The Castle pub to return to your 
car. 
To extend the walk by a further ¾ of a mile, keep 
walking in the same direction but on the opposite 
footpath to the Village Hall, then turn right into 
Beech Lane, which brings you to a cross-roads 
after 200 yards. Go straight over and walk down 
the lane to the old mill. The footpath goes to the left 
of the mill then towards the River Crimple, which is 
crossed on a metal footbridge. Bear right and keep 
alongside the river until the Harrogate road is 
reached. Turn right again but take care as there is 
only one narrow footpath. At the church, where 
Jon Metcalfe ‘Blind Jack of Knaresborough’, the 
road builder is buried, take the small road to the 
right and go past the village green to the Village 
Hall. 

Spofforth Castle ruins are worth exploring 
and the grassland makes a good picnic area. Built 
in the 13th century by the Percy family, the castle 
lost its importance as the family moved north to 
Alnwick in Northumberland. It was destroyed 
during the Civil War.  
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Walk 8 – Bickerton to Hunsingore     5.5 or 7 Miles 
 

This is a moderately easy, circular, walk with few gradients. It features pasture, woodland, riverside 
and interesting churches. If you require refreshment you should bring your own, as there is no café or pub 
on the route. 
 
From Wetherby take the B1224 York Road past the racecourse. After about 1½ miles turn left into Tomcat 
Lane to Bickerton. The walk starts in Bickerton Main Street. At the end of Tomcat Lane turn left in the 
general direction of Wetherby, and park on the side of the road. Walk along the road and when the last of 
the houses is passed, an ancient fish pond is on the right. Keep straight on past a farm turning on the right. 
Here the lane surface changes to a farm track with hedges on either side. When the hedges end enter 
open fields and carry on for 50 yards. Where the farm track bears left, turn right onto a bridleway. There is 
no waymark so take special care not to miss the turn. Visible at 50 yards is a gate. Cross the deep ditch of 
Ainsty Beck. The way ahead is broad and clearly marked. After about 1/3 mile a gate is reached. Pass 
through the smaller gate to enter the lane (A). 
Do not continue up the lane but go left through a gap in the hedge. Enter the field and keep straight ahead 
with a low hedge on the right. At the end of the field turn left with ditch and hedge on the right. After 100 
yards, turn right along a broad track with a hedge on the right. Follow this for 500 yards to a broad farm 
track. Turn right here then turn left at the next junction along a broad farm track. Then turn right along the 
track between the fields, skirting Ingmanthorpe House Farm to a surfaced lane. 
This lane bears left, but go straight on along a track to a hedge. Turn right here (white waymark) to reach 
Oates Wood, carpeted with bluebells in spring. Keep the wood to your left and follow the edge of the wood 
to a stile. Keep straight on to reach a surfaced lane, Warfields Lane (B). Turn left here and follow the lane 
to Cowthorpe. Bear right into the main street. When the street turns to the right keep straight on to the 
church. This is a redundant church, but well kept and very attractive. Certainly well worth a visit. 

For a 5.5 mile walk, turn back here and follow the instructions from (X) in the text below. 
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Take the path to the right of the churchyard 
and pass through a series of stiles which lead 
diagonally to a large field. From this elevated 
position enjoy the lovely views of Hunsingore 
church and village. Drop down diagonally 
through the field to reach Hunsingore Bridge 
(C). 
Cross the bridge, with fine views of the weir 
and old mill on the left. Keep straight on to 
Hunsingore. 
 

Clock Farm is a gem. The long mellow 
barn is impressive, as is the large clock with 
small bell tower. The village is dominated by 
the church of St John the Baptist, built in 1867 
on a Norman site. The elegant spire is 120 feet 
high and can be seen for miles around.  

 
For the return journey retrace your steps to 
Hunsingore Bridge and Cowthorpe. (X) Here, 
bear left into Warfields Lane to point (B). Keep 
straight on here past a stud farm on the left.  
At the Y- junction, bear right and carry on to 
the end of this lane to reach point (A).Pass 
through the smaller of the two gates on the left 
to enter a large field and retrace the outward 
route back to your car. 
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Walk 9 – Follifoot & Crimple Beck     5.5 Miles 

 
This is a moderately easy, circular, walk with few gradients. It features castle ruins, a fine church, 

pasture, streams and unusual rock outcrops. There are inns with food, and village shops at Spofforth and 
Follifoot. 
 
The walk starts at Spofforth Village Hall, where there are parking places. Spofforth Castle is nearby and 
well worth a visit. This is the ruin of the former home of the Percy family. The hall has 15th century window 
tracery and a moulded doorway. Opposite the castle entrance, cross the road into narrow Beech Lane, 
then join Mill Lane. Follow this to its end, with the Old Corn Mill on the right. Pass through a stone slit on the 
left, and cross the Crimple Beck over a steel girder bridge with gate. Turn left and follow the path with the 
beck on the left. A feature of the next mile is the unusual and striking mill stone grit rock formation to the 
right at about 200 yards. Keep straight on alongside the beck, where kingfishers may be seen, passing 
over a couple of stiles. 
  The large field below Braham Farm is usually grassland and attracts wildlife in the spring and 
summer. Kestrels, Sparrow Hawks and Heron are common, and sometimes at dusk Short-eared Owls may 
be seen. 
 
After just over a mile the path reaches a road at Guilders Bridge. Turn left and walk up the hill, past a small 
church and the Rudding Park gates, into Follifoot village. Turn left into the main street to the Lascelles 
Arms, and opposite take a footpath sign-posted ‘Spofforth Haggs’. 
The path winds its way between houses to a walled stile which leads to a grass track. Cross the stile, turn 
right, and pass through a gate. At the bottom of the track there are gates to front and left, but turn right 
(signed). This track passes over a tiny stream with a small wood to the right. Keep on up the hill and turn 
right at the stone wall & bench. The path eventually drops down steeply to a disused railway cutting. 
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Pass over the track-bed and up the 
steps to a stile. Keep straight ahead, 
joining the road at Haggs Road Farm. 
Turn left and follow the road for about 
300 yards. Turn right (signpost) and 
follow the bridleway down to a stream 
with hidden pond on the right. At the 
end of the small wood turn left through a 
gate at the ‘Bridleway’ signpost.  
 
Keeping the wood on the left, pass 
through a gate and then bear left down 
to a footbridge over a stream. Turn right 
here with the stream on the right. The 
path soon becomes a broad bridleway 
through the golf course. 
Carry on through the golf course area to 
pass over a stream at Manor Bridge. 
Bear right to a metal gate and follow the 
bridleway back to Spofforth Castle. 
Pass the houses on the right, and at the 
end of the road right to Spofforth Village 
Hall and your car. 
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Walk 10 – Wetherby Town   1.5 Miles 
 

 A 45 minute circular walk along Wetherby’s River Wharfe and through the town centre, with its full 
range of pubs, cafés and shops. Cars may be parked in the Riverside Car Park. 
 
From Wetherby Library turn left along Westgate, past the New Inn, the Catholic Church and the former 
Police Station, on the opposite side of the road. Pass the Wharfedale Lawn Cheshire Home, glimpsing the 
Wharfe below. If you have time it is well worth taking the path down to visit the signposted Georgian Bath 
House, and the Jubilee Gardens, maintained by volunteers of Wetherby in Bloom, before returning to the 
main road. Continue past the houses and at the mini roundabout, bear left up Linton Road with the former 
Workhouse, now apartments, and new houses on the right. Take care on the narrow footpath. 
 
Turn left down the steps on Scaur Bank and through the arch to King George’s Field, commemorating 
George V’s Silver Jubilee. Cross the footbridge over the Wharfe. Enjoy the views of Wetherby and across 
the Ings. At the end of the footbridge turn right and in about 50 yards there is a bench which has been 
donated by the Wetherby District Footpath Group. Return to the bridge and continue towards Wetherby 
along the river bank, with the Ings on your right. Prior to 1891 this was the site of Wetherby’s racecourse. 

The fine apartment block on the far river bank is the site of the former boat house where rowing 
boats, punts and canoes could be hired.  
Continue along the river. Note the backs of the houses on Westgate with their terraced gardens down to 
the river. 

By the river side, in the garden of Wharfedale Lawn, the restored Georgian Bath House and Jubilee 
Garden can be seen again. On the bend where the water is shallow is the site of a ford, the river crossing 
prior to the building of Wetherby Bridge, and used for some time after by the Scottish Drovers with their 
large herds of cattle on their way south.                                                                                                      
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Continue along the river bank to the metal gate opening onto a car park. Bear left up the footpath, with the 
swimming pool on the right, and the Micklethwaite Farm new housing development on the ridge above. Go 
carefully down the steps on the left to the river to view the restored fish ladder and the mill weir. Return up 
the steps and turn left to the junction. 
Turn left across the bridge, pausing to 
enjoy the panorama up river. Turn left 
and left again down the slope to the 
River Wharfe. 
 

The first bridge was built in 1233, 
and widened upstream in 1773. It was 
widened again on the downstream side 
in 1826 and the central hump removed. 
The three parts are clearly visible from 
underneath. Wetherby’s Millennium 
Bandstand is situated through the bridge 
on the left, in use every Sunday 
afternoon during the summer. 

 
Turn right and walk along the river, past 
the salmon sculpture and the mill’s water 
wheel pit. The flats are on the site of 
Wetherby Mill. Turn right up Scott Lane. 
The site of Wetherby Castle is on the left. 
At the top, turn right then left. On the 
right is the Town Hall, built in 1845 and 
later extended. Continue past the shops 
to return to the Library. 
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Walk 11 - Tockwith & the River Nidd      4.5 or 5 Miles 
 

This circular walk starts at the Spotted Ox Pub in Tockwith. Cars can be parked in the main street 
or access from Wetherby can be by bus no. 412 or 413 to the Boot and Shoe, Tockwith. The going is easy 
and level but is unsuitable for wheelchairs as there is one stile and a number of kissing gates to negotiate. 
 
Leave the main road at the Spotted Ox keeping a wall on your right and enter the footpath past Dalton 
Joinery Works. Follow the path around the fields to its meeting with Ness Lane. Here turn left for a few 
yards before turning right onto an unmade road signposted “Public Footpath”. In about ½ a mile and just 
before a large barn, with a painted metal gate, turn right into a green lane. This has no sign but is an 
obvious footpath. 
 
At the end of the lane pass through a kissing gate into a meadow and cross to the far end passing through 
a second kissing gate. Turning slightly right cross the field aiming for three large trees and a hedge all of 
which are in line with the direction of the path. 
Pass through a third kissing gate, climb the flood bank to the River Nidd, turn right and continue with the 
river on your left. 
 
Follow the river bank to where it makes a sharp right turn followed by a more gentle left hand sweep. In 
front you will see a single mature tree at the bottom of the bank. About two hundred yards before the tree 
look for a stile over the wire fence which is the start of a permissive footpath. Cross the field to the corner 
of a small clump of trees and, keeping a hedge on your left, arrive at an unmade road which is followed 
until it joins Ness Lane by the entrance to Skewkirk Hall. Here, turn right and follow the lane back towards 
Tockwith. 
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You now have two choices to finish the walk. 
 

1. Longer route 5 miles 
Continue for about ¼ of a mile to an iron gate, set back from the road, on the left hand side, with a small 
wooden access gate and a green lane beyond, Moor Lane. Follow the lane to its junction with the next 
road, Kendal Lane. Here, turn 
right and follow the lane to its 
junction with the main road in 
Tockwith where you turn right to 
return to your start. 
   

2.  Shorter Route 4.5 miles 
Pass the start of Moor Lane and 
continue on Ness Lane towards 
Tockwith for another ½ mile. See 
finger post on left hand side 
marked ‘Public Footpath’. Enter 
the path and retrace your original 
route to the Spotted Ox. 
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Walk 12 – Harland Way & Thorp Arch     6.5 Miles  
 

From the Riverside Car Park, walk towards the modern flyover bridge with the river on your right. 
Go through the picnic area and pass underneath two road bridges. After the second bridge turn left up a 
broad track, do not continue straight ahead along the riverside.  Continue until a SP for Heuthwaite Lane 
and turn right into a pleasant green lane. This follows the Ebor Way. Continue on this lane keeping right 
and then follow the path round to the left along the line of the electricity cables. When you reach a narrow 
tarmac road, Watersole Lane, go straight across and follow the footpath through the middle of the field. 
Continue keeping the wood on your right.  Eventually turn right following the track through a large gap in 
the hedge and continue until you reach Flint Mill Grange. You can see the River Wharfe below you and Flint 
Mill by the weir (NOTE- private – no access).  
 

The mill was originally a corn mill which was converted, in the 1770s, to a flint grinding mill for 
Leeds Pottery. In the mid-19th century it reverted to being a corn mill.  
 
Continue on the made road, Flint Mill Lane, with Flint Mill Grange on your right. When the road turns right 
down a private road, keep straight on up the hill on the unmade road. Follow this track until it comes out on 
a busy road, Wood Lane.  Turn right and follow this road into Thorp Arch, passing a long stone wall on your 
right which encloses Thorp Arch Park. Wood Lane forms part of the Ebor Way, and as it has no pavement 
and is very busy, great care must be taken for the next half mile or so. 
 
When you reach the Pax Inn, cross the road. Take the footpath between the houses, passing by tennis 
courts. Keep the hedge on your right, and pass through kissing gates to arrive at Walton Road with All 
Saints Church opposite.  Turn left, and after 300m, cross Donkell Lane and continue on until reaching the 
Harland Way - National Cycle Route 665, at its junction with the Thorp Arch to Walton road just past the old 
Thorp Arch railway station, now a private house.  
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Turn left onto the Harland Way and follow it towards Wetherby, crossing the Wetherby to Walton road and 
eventually reaching the A1(M).  Before going under the road, turn left and follow the footpath alongside the 
A1(M) to reach Walton Road. Cross over and turn right to follow the path which descends and again runs 
alongside the A1(M) to re-join the outward route back to the car park. 
 

Wetherby Racecourse, a 
National Hunt and Point to Point 
Course, held its first meeting at 
Easter 1891. The railway line 
which ran from Church Fenton, 
via Tadcaster, to Harrogate was 
opened by the North Eastern 
Railway Company in 1847/8. In 
1876 a triangular junction was 
constructed to properly join up 
with the Wetherby to Leeds line. 
In 1924 a station was built 
alongside the racecourse and 
this was particularly busy on 
race days when the Racecourse 
Company paid for competing 
horses to be transported by 
train. The station is now a home 
for young mountain bikers. The 
line was closed by Dr Beeching 
in 1964. 
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Walk 13 – A circuit of Wetherby     5 Miles 
 

From the Riverside car park pass under the Wetherby Bridge and after 30 m, turn sharp right up 
the path to the road, keeping the new flats on your left. Turn right and pass over the bridge, then first right 
into Lodge Lane and continue to follow the river bank upstream for half a mile to a metal footbridge. About 
50 yards beyond the footbridge is a bench which has been donated by the Wetherby District Footpath 
Group. Return to the bridge and re-cross the river by this bridge and again turn right. Climb the bank to the 
main Wetherby to Linton road. Cross over, turn left then first right into Station Gardens, the site of the old 
Wetherby Passenger Railway Station, opened in 1902 and closed in 1964. Turn right, follow the track 
under the Spofforth road bridge and take the right fork to a stone bridge. Pass under the bridge and turn 
left again to walk over the bridge. In a few yards make a left turn and take a passage between the houses, 
signposted “The Quarry”. Continue through to a lane with houses on the left and some school playing fields 
to the right. Arriving at Barleyfields Road, turn left for about 300 yards before turning left once more into 
Barleyfields Court. Cross over and in about 30 yards pass through a pedestrian way into a field. 

This field was laid out in the year 2000 as a Community Leisure Area to mark the Millennium. 
Continue along the path to turn right at the exit and almost immediately left into a triangular shaped field. 
Follow the left hand hedge to the far corner of the field. To your right, pass through the hedge and drop 
down onto the disused railway track, the Church Fenton to Harrogate line completed in 1848 and closed in 
1964, now known as the “Harland Way”. 

You can now see why the triangular field was so shaped because it is flanked on all sides by old 
railway cuttings. Turning right would take you back into town via Deighton Road and left would return you 
to the site of the old station. 
Continue straight ahead on the third leg of the junction for about ¼ mile to a barrier where a bridleway 
crosses the track. Take the path to the right and, keeping the hedge on your right, follow it all the way to 
the village of Kirk Deighton. 
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Arriving at the main road, cross with care and turn right for about 50 yards before entering Scriftain Lane, 
which you follow to the end. Here, turn right towards a roundabout. 
 

This is roughly half way through the walk 
and a place where you can stop and take in the 
views. The road to the right leads back into town. 
To the left will take you to the A1(M), and, 
beyond, to the Racecourse and York Road. 
Behind you the road goes to Boroughbridge and 
ahead is Hudson Way, which you now take, 
towards the Sandbeck Industrial Estate. 
 
Carry straight on at the next junction, pass under 
York Road and turn right at the roundabout. Keep 
on the grass verge and turn right again to pass 
over the A1(M). 
 
In front of you over the bridge, to the left is the 
YOI and, to the right, the Racecourse. Turn right 
on to a track between the Racecourse and the 
A1(M), cross the line of the old railway as it 
emerges from an underpass, then continue on to 
Walton Road. Cross this road with care and 
follow the track, signposted River 
Wharfe/Bramham alongside the A1(M) down to 
the river. Pass under the motorway and take a 
path to the left alongside the river back to the car 
park. 
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Walk 14 – Wetherby to Sweep Farm Circular    3 Miles 
 

This walk features riverside and open fields.  Cars can be parked at the Riverside car park in 
Wetherby  
From the Riverside car park pass under Wetherby Bridge and after 30 m, turn sharp right up the path up to 
the road, keeping the new flats on your left. 
 

The bridge, built in 1233 to 1235 was widened upstream in 1773, and again in 1826 on the 
downstream side and flattened to remove the usual ‘hump back’. The new apartments are on the site of the 
old Wetherby corn mill and Woodyard. If you look over the wall on your left you will see the remains of the 
old mill wheel. Plaques in the area will give you the history of the bridge and the mill. On the opposite side 
of the river notice the restored fish ladder.  
 
Walk over the bridge and turn right down Lodge Lane towards the swimming pool. If you wish to examine 
the salmon leap more closely then take the short footpath on the right down to the river. Return to the road 
by the same path and follow the river, skirting the edge of the swimming pool car park with the sports club 
car park beyond.   
 
Keeping the river on your right, take the riverside footpath and follow it upstream towards the green metal 
footbridge and Collingham, passing the sports fields on your left. About 50 m beyond the footbridge over 
the River Wharfe is a bench which has been donated by the Wetherby District Footpath Group. Continue 
along the river bank passing the golf course on the opposite bank and then through the grounds of 
Collingham Wood House.   

Please note that this Public Right of Way runs adjacent to water. It may be steep and muddy in 
places and, on occasion, be subject to flooding. 
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Further on the path climbs up the banking and you 
come to steps on your left which go up to the road 
(A58). 
 
Take the steps and turn left at the road to walk back 
towards Wetherby for about 130 metres.  On the 
opposite side of the road, look out for a footpath sign 
and steps up the banking. Cross the road with care 
and go up the steps to a stile. Cross the stile and 
follow the path straight up, passing through a gap in 
the fence.  Follow the path along the edge of the field 
towards Sweep Farm, keeping the hedge on your 
right.  Near the farm various footpaths cross and you 
continue straight ahead between two fields to reach a 
stile and the A168.   
 
Cross the road with care, go up the opposite banking 
and turn left onto the metalled footpath and cycle path 
and walk towards Wetherby.  At the roundabout keep 
right on the A168 and cross the bridge over the river.  
Just after the bridge, turn right down the bridle path 
signed ‘River Wharfe and Walton’ and at the bottom of 
the slope, turn sharp right and follow the track under 
the bridge you have just crossed, with the river on 
your left.  Follow this track back to the riverside car 
park where various areas are maintained during the 
summer months by volunteers from Wetherby in 
Bloom. 
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Walk 15 - Follifoot & The Crimple Valley     5.5 Miles 
 

Start in Follifoot village opposite the Harewood Arms. Proceed up the hill, turning left at the T-
junction and heading out of the village. Where the road swings right keep straight ahead in the cul-de-sac 
and at the end go forward on the well-defined path to the left of the fence along the field edge. When the 
path broadens out and goes under a slope, turn right through the culvert under the Harrogate by-pass. At 
the other end, to the right, is the mouth of Prospect Tunnel on the old Church Fenton, Wetherby, Harrogate 
railway line, opened in1898 and closed in 1964. Continue up the slope, cross the road and turn left to walk 
along the metalled footpath for about 0.6 miles, passing Follifoot Hall on the right. 
 
Turn right at the bridleway sign, along a cart track, turning left just before the gate, and into an area of 
rough grass leading into a wood. Walk through the right hand side of the wood along the well-marked 
track, which can be very muddy in wet weather. The path goes gently downhill to a gate in the wall at the 
bottom. It then turns right alongside a stone wall, then onto a wide cart road before turning left over the 
railway line. 
 
Continue straight ahead down the slope of the field, making for a wicket gate in the next fence. Go through 
the gate, over an often muddy gully and through a second gate into the next field. The path continues 
gently downhill, with the wire fence and hedge to the right, and crosses the River Crimple on a broad 
wooden bridge. The way continues ahead up to a junction of footpaths. 
 
Turn right towards the farm buildings, then left onto the road and up to the top of the hill. Take the narrow 
road to the right, signed Ringway Footpath, and walk on past a house on the right named Longlands. 
From here, the route continues as a wide track, crossing the railway line again and emerging at the 
entrance to St Michael’s Hospice. 
Crimple House, former home of ICI Fibres where the textile ‘Crimplene’ was developed in the 1960s. 
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Turn left, cross the road, then right, in the direction of the Ringway, keeping to the left fork on approaching 
the wooden barn. Go straight ahead through the next gate, following the path as it turns right and goes 
downhill, keeping to the edge of the wood. Turn left over the footbridge at the bottom going ahead to the 

River Crimple again, over a stile and onto a concrete road, making for a disused viaduct on the right. At 
the Ringway sign, turn right under the last arch and follow the path up to a stile in the stone wall. Cross the 
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next field, bearing slightly right, then over another stile leading into a short piece of woodland and onto a 
road with the Travellers Rest pub soon appearing on the left. Continue to the T-junction at the end of 
Crimple Lane, turn right down the hill, over the bridge and up the hill, keeping well into the side. As the 
main road starts to bend, take the narrow 
road on the left as far as the stone gate 
posts to Rudding Dower, then go over a 
stile on the left onto the side of Rudding 
Park Golf Course. With a wall on your 
right follow the path round until it again 
meets the Harrogate bypass. Cross the 
road with care, and go over the stile 
ahead, then proceed up the field with the 
hedge/wire fence on your left. Over the 
next stile, pass through the churchyard 
and on to a road. Turn half right and cross 
the road to a white field gate that takes 
the path between the houses. Cross over 
another stile and into a field, bear half 
right heading for the stile that leads into 
the car park of the Harewood Arms, and 
so back to the start. 
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Walk 16 - The Blue Plaque Trail     ~1.5 Miles 
 

This walk starts at the 
Riverside Car Park, and proceeds 
around the Town stopping at 
points of general or historical 
interest. 

 
From the car park follow the path 
under the bridge to the first blue 
plaque on your right. Some facts 
on this, and other of the plaques, 
are incorrect. Hopefully the facts 
in this publication are correct. 
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Weir Garth (1)   There has been a mill on this site since before 1221 where corn was ground, rape seed 
was crushed for oil, and woollen cloth was ‘fulled’, a technique used to tighten the cloth by wetting and 
passing it through wooden rollers. The mill ceased its agricultural use in 1935 and was then used for 
various enterprises until, being used as a firelighter factory, it burned down in 1944. In the same area 
there was a woodyard and sawmill, and a brewery – Wetherby’s first industrial estate. 

What you see under the bridge are not the remains of earlier bridges but one bridge and two 
widenings. The central section is only 11 foot (3.35m) wide and is the original bridge built between 1233 
and 1235 and remains intact. This was widened on the upstream side to allow the passage of coal wagons, 
from the Gascoine pits at Garforth to the lead smelters in Nidderdale, without damaging the bridge. It 
retained the ‘hump’ shape, which can be noted when viewing the stonework from the weir side. The Bridge 
was widened on the downstream side and flattened to the profile we have today in 1826. When this was 
being built a large buttress was constructed to hold the weight of the new extension. This was used in 1922 
to mount the Town War Memorial. 
 A few paces on we come to a viewpoint over the Weir. The Wetherby Weir Preservation 
Trust (2) rescued the weir from near total collapse in 1982, and developed the area. Carry on along the 
walkway in front of the Riverside Apartments and turn into Scott Lane. 
  Near the Top of the hill on the left is the site of the Wetherby Castle (3)  Built in 1140 without the 
permission of the King, it was demolished in 1155. Not a full castle but a ‘keep’ tower built to defend the 
river ford crossing on the southern approach to the main castle at Spofforth owned by the Percy’s, later 
the Dukes of Northumberland. Turn right into Castlegate and continue to the corner at the marketplace. 
 The building on the corner is Wetherby House (4) the home of three generations of Town 
doctors and the doctors surgery from 1890 until 1971. On the other side of Castlegate was the Wharfedale 
Brewery, demolished in 1961 to build the first bus station. Continue on the side of the Market Place, 
passing the Three Legs Inn, now known as Bar3.  
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 At the corner is the entrance to Scott Lane (5).  The derivation of the name is unsure but either 
relates to the Scottish raiders who destroyed the Town in 1318, or the later Scottish drovers who drove 
large herds of cattle south through the town, crossing the river at the ford at the bottom of Scott Lane. 
 Carefully cross the road to the Town Hall (6).  Built in 1895 with money donated by residents and 
the brewery owner Quintin Rhodes. It housed the Church School on the ground floor until 1895 when it had 
outgrown the space and a new school was built in Church Lane adjacent to St James’ Church. Upstairs 
was a ballroom and the Magistrates Court, in use until 1962. Turn right at the front of the Town Hall. 
 Down the cobbled road were The Shambles (7) , a line of small butchers shops and abattoirs, 
built in 1811 by the Duke of Devonshire as part of a large development plan for Wetherby. Unfortunately 
only two projects were completed before the Duke sold the entire town in 1824 to pay for alterations to 
Chatsworth House, the family seat in Derbyshire, - or gambling debts! 
  Pass to the right of the Town Hall to Church Street (8) connecting the Market Place to St. 
James’ Church, built in 1842, but Wetherby didn’t become a parish until 1867. The street was the home of 
many artisan trades, rope makers, joiners, cobblers etc..  
 A few meters to the left of Church Street is an imposing stone building built on the site of the 
second Devonshire Arms (9). This was built as the Conservative Club and completed in time for the 
1892 election when the elected MP, Sir Robert Gunter, addressed the crowds from the balcony. 
Cross the pedestrian crossing and turn right past the Library. 
Continue on round the left hand bend passing St. Joseph’s Catholic Church until you reach a signpost for 
‘Jubilee Gardens & Bath House’. 
  Enter these delightful gardens and follow the path down to the Georgian Bath House (10). 
This building was rescued from almost total collapse in the 1990s by the Town Council. Built in the 
Georgian period, it consists of a spring fed plunge pool in the basement with a lounge room and fireplace 
above. 
Leave the gardens and cross the road to an imposing stone building. Until 1961 this was the Town’s Police 
Station with cells in the basement and stabling in the courtyard behind. Follow the road back to the New 
Inn on the corner of Bank Street, and follow it until you reach Church Street. Turn left and walk down 
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Church Street passing the School, in use from 1895 until Wetherby High School was built in 1966, and 
enter the Church grounds following the path round to the right until you join Wetherby North Street. Until 
the dual carriageway bypassed Wetherby this was The Great North Road, with Wetherby being exactly half 
way between London and Edinburgh. The building opposite shows its previous occupants by the 
veterinary instruments carved into the barge boards of the roof.  
 Turn right. The next building on the other side of the road is the Swan & Talbot Inn (11) first 
licenced in 1678.  There is some confusion over the name. A ‘Talbot’ was a type of hunting dog; it was also 
the family name of ‘Bess of Hardwick’ a one-time owner of Wetherby before the Dukes of Devonshire. It 
was one of the two most important coaching inns in Wetherby, were passing mail coaches would change 
horses.  
 The next building we come to is The Manor House (12) This was the home of the Land Agent for 
the Duke of Devonshire who ran all aspects of life in Wetherby. He ran the ‘court leet’ from a court building 
in the grounds, and had the right to appoint constables and other civil servants to run the town. 
Before 1929 this main road was only 18 feet wide and proved a ‘bottle neck’ even in those days. The 
buildings were demolished in 1929, and the Garden of Rest formed on the site. 
  In one corner is a small arch, The Huguenot Arch (13) discovered in the area near the present 
library when some old buildings were being demolished. Huguenots were French protestant refugees that 
had settled in Wetherby. The inscription, in Norman French, reads ‘Love your neighbour as yourself said 
the evangelist’.  
 The large building at the crossroads with the Horsefair and Bank Street was the other main 
coaching inn, now called SantAngelos but previously The Angel Hotel (14) , it serviced the London to 
Edinburgh, London to Glasgow, and the Hull to Manchester coaches and had stabling for over 100 horses. 
 The next large Georgian building going down the High Street is The Brunswick Hotel (15) built 
by the Duke of Devonshire, along with the street of terraced houses, Victoria Street, and Brunswick 
Court (16) built behind the hotel to service the mail coaches. Unfortunately this was shortly before the 
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railways arrived in Wetherby and stopped the coaches for ever, and also just before the ‘great sale of 
Wetherby’. 
  At the far end of Vitoria Street was the Cattle Market (17), built on the instructions of the 
County Council in 1912 to remove the unhygienic practise of having the weekly sales in the High Street, it 
finally closed after the 2000 national outbreak of Foot & Mouth disease. 
Cross Victoria Street and continue down the High Street towards the bridge. 
  A small lane enters signposted Gashouse Lane(18).  Until Leeds City Council took 
responsibility for Wetherby this road was called ‘Gas House Street’, nobody knows why, or by whom, it 
was renamed. As the name suggests the Town Gasworks was situated down this road with two large 
‘gasometer’ storage tanks dominating the area. Remarkably Wetherby had piped gas over 50 years before 
it had piped water! Return to the Riverside Car Park to finish your walk. 

 
There are three further blue plaques slightly out of town and not on the ‘Blue Plaque Trail’.  

 The Wetherby Cinema (19) at the junction of Crossley Street and Caxton Street was built in 
1915 to entertain the troops billeted in Wetherby, and remains physically unchanged after over 100 years. 
 Built as the ‘Raby Picture House’ it changed its name to the ‘Rodney’ and was very successful until 
the 1960s when cinema-going hit a bad patch. For a few years it was a ‘Bingo’ hall before closing and 
laying derelict for a time. A Wetherby resident reopened it as ‘Wetherby’s Cinema’ in 1993 giving it a 
success undreamed of a few years before. Seats now need to be booked for most shows as it has regular 
new releases and, since its conversion to digital projection in 2012, has regular ‘live’ shows from the Royal 
Opera House, Covent Garden, and other major productions from London’s West End. 
 
 On the other side of Crossley Street from the Cinema is   Crossley Street School (20), now 
Crossley Street Primary School. Opened without any ceremony in 1916 at the height of World War One as 
the first none-denominational School in Wetherby, teaching all ages, and changed to a Primary school in 
1966 when the new Wetherby High School was built. Architecturally its frontage onto Crossley Street is 
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unchanged from its opening. One of its most famous pupils was James Harry “Ginger” Lacey the 2nd World 
War fighter pilot. 
 
 The WW2 ‘ace’ fighter pilot, James Harry “Ginger” Lacey (21)  was born at No3 Fairfield 
Villas, a small terrace of houses that stood on Deighton Road at the junction with Sandbeck Lane, now the 
site of the new Aldi Supermarket. He was educated at Crossley Street Primary School, Wetherby, followed 
by King James Grammar School, Knaresborough. He then trained as a pharmacist at Leeds Technical 
Collage.  After four years as an apprentice pharmacist, he joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve in 
January 1937 as a trainee pilot. Called up at the outbreak of war, he joined  501 Squadron RAF. He flew on 
the first day of the war and continually until the last day of the war, first in the ‘Battle of France’, and then 
the ‘Battle of Britain’. He is credited with the second highest number of ‘kills’ of any pilot with 28 
‘destroyed’, 5 ‘probables’ and 9 ‘damaged’. One of his credited ‘kills’ was the German plane that bombed 
Buckingham Palace. He was awarded the DFM and Bar, and the Croix de Guerre by France. After the war 
he never returned to Pharmacy but stayed in the RAF. He retired in 1967 with the rank of Squadron 
Leader, and died at his home in Bridlington on the 30th May 1989. 
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