WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

Date: Monday 2nd June 2025
Time: 5:30 pm
Location: Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.
Present: Councillor Bradley

Councillor Chapman

Councillor Moss

Councillor Newcombe

Councillor O’Byrne
In attendance: Locum Town Clerk

Assistant Clerk

Facilities Officer

MINUTES

1. Apologies.

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
Mulhall and Councillor Payne.

Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations — None.
Localism Act 2011, s31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

Minutes.

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1)

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 7th April 2025,
be approved.

Items arising from the last meeting.

5.1 Garden of Rest railings.
It was NOTED that the preferred supplier for the refurbishment of the Garden of Rest’s railings
has been made aware of their appointment and a purchase order is being raised.

Another tenderer for the project has raised a complaint, which is being processed through the
complaint’s procedure.
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6. Wetherby Cemetery.

6.1

6.2

Memorial Inspection.

The committee received a report from the Burials Manager on efforts made to progress remedial
works to headstones in the Cemetery of Hallfield Lane. It was AGREED that due to the health
and safety risk posed by leaving the damaged graves unresolved while memorial owners are
contacted, that all damaged memorials be laid flat in the immediate, with the option for owners to
request re-bonding of their memorials at a later date, at their expense.

The committee NOTED that the expected expense for laying is £20 per memorial, and £200 per
memorial for re-bonding. However, the Facilities Officer will begin collating quotes for laying, re-
bonding, and grinding down the memorial’s metal support pole, if required, to ensure best value
is adhered.

It was further AGREED to publicise a notice of works to be undertaken on notice boards at the
cemetery, however, due to GDPR restrictions, memorial owners will be required to visit the Town
Hall offices for full details of the affected graves.

The Facilities Officer also reported on an incident that occurred on Tuesday 27th May 2025.
Whereby, upon digging a new grave site, the partial remains of another coffin with no identifying
information was uncovered. The Burials Manager has reported that it is likely that the historic
graves on one side of the plot were mismeasured when they were originally dug resulting in the
remains being buried partially encroaching on the neighbouring grave.

The remains have been re-buried in line with Local Government Act 1972, s 214, and the owners
of the plot have been offered a new grave free of change and WTC have waived burial fees. The
Burials Manager will also prepare and present a new policy to the Property Committee to ensure
future graves are accurately plotted.

Cemetery wall.

As of the week beginning the 26th May, practical works to repair the Cemetery wall have begun,
starting with the resetting of the stone pillar. Works are expected to be completed by the 20th
June 2025.

7. Greenspaces and recreational areas.

71

Sandringham Park Project.

The committee received a quote of £1,478 excluding VAT and delivery for a wheelchair
accessible bench in the Wetherby style. It was NOTED that Sandringham park’s play area design
had originally included 3 benches however these were not in the Wetherby style and were not
wheelchair accessible, so were removed from the order.

The Facilities Officer, upon taking on the project, noticed that replacement the two park gates has
not been included in the project. The supplier, EiBE play Ltd, have agreed to supply one gate free
of charge. The cost to replace the other gate with one that meets all recommended regulations is
£1,991.18 excluding VAT.

Following a discussion, it was AGREED that the committee were of the mind to progress with
replacing both gates with new gates that comply with health and safety regulations and supply
the new accessible benches in the Wetherby style. However, that these should be offered as
possible memorial benches and gates, to be purchased.

It was NOTED that the benches can be installed at a later date if needed, however they would
have to be installed on the grass verge to avoid damage to the wet pour surfacing.

It was NOTED that there is an expected start date of the 30th June 2025.
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7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

Sandringham Road drainage.

Following flooding at the bottom of Sandringham Road earlier in the year, Leeds City Council
(LCC) Flood & Climate Resilience Management team have requested to drill four holes in the
kerb above two gullies and lay pipes under the footway to drain excess rainfall into Sandringham
Park.

It was NOTED that while the flooding on Sandringham Road is a rare occurrence, Climate
Change may result in more frequent flooding.

The committee expressed concern over damage to the new play area if the park was flooded as
a result of excess water being redirected into it and the liability implications arising from
Sandringham Park being flooded, especially as the ground has a history of being waterlogged.

Following a discussion, the following progression actions were AGREED:
e To produce an impact assessment to determine risk and liability factors.
e For the Facilities Officer to continue liaising with LCC to discuss what legal agreements
could be put in place.
e To enquire whether LCC would be open to covering legal fees required as part of this
project and any resulting installation of infrastructure.

Bridgefoot & Garden of Rest management.

The Facilities Officer reported on current correspondence with LCC on the leasing of Bridgefoot
Gardens and the Garden of Rest. Notably, LCC officers have indicated that they are not inclined
to take up management of the gardens and would be open to a leasing arrangement.

SLCC are supporting investigations on assumed ownership.

Nidd Approach management.

The committee received a verbal report on correspondence received from Stockeld Park’s legal
representative on the leasing of Nidd Approach. It was NOTED that the previous Clerk had been
liaising with the representative, but communication had since broken down.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to agree a lease at a cost of £1000 per year for a
period longer than 5 years.

Wetherby Skate Park.

The committee NOTED the Facilities Officer's investigations into the lease arrangements of
Wetherby Skate Park. A lease document has been found however dates of the lease period are
not clearly outlined.

Following a conversation, it was AGREED for the Facilities Officer to continue investigations,
including liaising with Leeds City Council to clarify the lease end date, and making enquires to
Wetherby Sports Association, to collate data on skate park usage.

P3 Agreement.

8.1

8.2

P3 Grants
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED a notification that the P3 grant for 2025/6 has been
raised and approved at £3502.00.

Survey options.

Correspondence from the Community Access and Engagement Officer for Leeds City Council's
Public Rights of Way (PROW) team on the development of a new online portal and connecting
app to conduct P3 surveys with was RECEIVED and NOTED. It was AGREED the committee
would like to use the new portal to conduct future surveys of paths in Wetherby’s network.
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10.

11.

12.

8.3 Survey of PROW.
The committee NOTED that a survey of paths in Wetherby’s network is overdue. It was AGREED
to conduct a survey and condition report of paths in the P3 agreement utilising the new online
portal. Surveys are to be divided by ward and undertaken by Committee members of each ward.

8.4 Temporary footpath closure.
A notice of the temporary footpath closure of definitive footpath 8 was RECEIVED and NOTED.

Asbestos survey.

It was NOTED that asbestos surveys have been undertaken at the Whitaker Shelter, Bath House, and
Depot. Results are being awaited however initial correspondence suggests that there are no issues
arising from the sites.

Facilities report.
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED updates to the management of Wetherby Town Council’s
property as recorded in the PPM tracker.

Items for information — None.

Next meeting.
The next meeting of the Property Committee was confirmed as taking place on Monday 4th August
2025.

The meeting closed at 6:41pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk.
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