WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

Date: Monday 4th August 2025

Time: 5:30 pm

Location: Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.
Present: Councillor Bradley

Councillor Chapman
Councillor Moss
Councillor Newcombe

In attendance: Assistant Clerk
Facilities Officer

MINUTES

1. Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
O’Byrne, Councillor Mulhall and Councillor Payne.

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations — None.
Localism Act 2011, s31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3. Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1)
The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 2nd June 2025, as approved at Full
Council on Tuesday 8th July 2025, were RECEIVED.

5. Items arising from the last meeting.

5.1 Gas supply at Depot.
The Facilities Officer reported that the standing charge for the gas supply would still be in effect
even if the gas supply was removed. On receiving this additional information, the committee
AGREED that paying for removal of the gas supply would no longer be in the interest of best
value.

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas.

6.1 Use of Greenspaces.

6.1.1 Charge for use of Greenspaces.
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to a following meeting following further investigations
into VAT and insurance requirements.
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6.1.2

Unauthorised use of Greenspaces.

It was NOTED that a group had arranged a private event on Wetherby Town Council
(WTC) land without prior approval or sufficient risk assessment. The committee was
reminded that as it is WTC land, there is an obligation to ensure that arranged activities
by visitors are safely conducted on that land. It was NOTED that similar activities are often
held on Leeds City Council (LCC) land. LCC have confirmed that they implement a 3-year
approval for use of their sites subject to a risk assessment being provided prior to each
planned activity and valid liability insurance being provided by the group to cover that
period.

The Facilities Officer also offered, as part of the procedure for private events, to hold a
safety check with groups looking to arrange private events prior to the event taking place.

It was queried what the terms “authorised event” and “unauthorised event” were defined
as in terms of this proposed procedure. It was noted it would refer to private events or
gatherings that have been advertised as such or could be construed to have been
advertised as such.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that approval for private events may be given
for a period of up to 5 years, subject to an updated risk assessment being provided prior
to each event, and all valid documentation, including insurance, being provided for the
period.

6.2 Sandringham Park.

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

Sandringham Park open day.

Installation of the new play area in Sandringham Park is underway. A post installation
inspection of the site will be carried out on the 6th August, however due to weather
conditions, the wet pour may be delayed until the 16th August.

The opening day will be arranged after this date and will feature ribbon cutting by the
Mayor or Deputy Mayor and children’s games and activities.

Sandringham Park benches.
The committee received a new quotation to refurbish the current park benches at a cost
of £294+VAT each.

It was NOTED that if the benches were to be refurbished, they could not be offered as
memorial benches nor would they be in the Wetherby style as the committee had initially
sought.

It was RESOLVED to proceed with refurbishment of the 2 benches at a cost of £295+VAT
each.

Platinum Award.

The committee received a request to nominate Councillor Knight for the Platinum Award
due to their ongoing work with Friends of Sandringham Park and their efforts to improve
Sandringham Park.

It was AGREED to nominate Councillor Knight.

6.3 Bridgefoot Gardens & Garden of Rest.

6.3.1

Replacement of bins.
Items 6.3.1 and 6.3.2 were discussed in the round.
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6.4

6.3.2 Bridgefoot & Garden of Rest management.

6.3.3

The committee considered a Service Level Agreement between LCC and WTC for the
Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens.

It was NOTED that Leeds City Council will no longer empty the 2 non-LCC style bins at
the gardens. Highways undertake bin emptying at Bridgefoot Gardens however it is not
emptied often enough to account for the amount of waste that accumulates. In addition,
one of the bins is in disrepair, exasperating the waste issue at Bridgefoot Gardens.

An anecdotal comment was made that Wetherby Whaler previously agreed to help with
litter picking at Bridgefoot Gardens as much of the waste is composed of food waste and
food containers from Wetherby Whaler customers, however it was not known if this was
still being carried out.

The Facilities Officer reported that WTC can undertake additional twice a week bin
emptying at a cost of £10 per week, totalling £520 per year. The broken bin can also be
replaced with a new bin featuring the WTC logo at a cost of £320.

It was RESOLVED to order 3 bins at a cost of £320 each, 2 for the Garden of Rest and
1 to replace the broken bin at Bridgefoot Gardens.

The committee further RESOLVED to accept the Service Level Agreement between
Leeds City Council and Wetherby Town Council for Bridgefoot Gardens and the Garden
of Rest and to proceed with additional up bin emptying by WTC at a cost of £10 a week.

Grounds maintenance specification.

It was NOTED that a grounds maintenance specification was under development,
however additional time is required to ensure that an appropriate sustainable garden
design is implemented and that the maintenance specification accommodates this.

It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the following meeting.

Wetherby Skate Park.

Following the Facilities Officer’s investigations into Wetherby Skate Park’s lease, it was confirmed
the current lease is valid until 2031. It was anecdotally reported that the Skate Park is well used
by residents and visitors.

Facilities report.

The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED updates to the management of Wetherby Town Council’s
property as recorded in the PPM tracker. Notable items include:

The Facilities Officer is exploring options to repair a section of fencing at Bridgefoot Gardens
which has been bent.

The WTC'’s usual grave digging service provider has been contacted to stop adding subsoil to
the tops of graves. Current subsoil has been removed, and the grounds have been reseeded.
The Facilities Officer has been in contact with the solicitor for Nidd Approach on the lease
renewal, requesting a lease in excess of a 5-year period.

Fencing along Walton Road is damaged. Leeds City Council have claimed they are not
responsible for this section. The Committee noted that the location of the fencing indicated that
it may belong to Highways. Facilities Officer to investigate.

Items for information — None.

Next meeting.
The next meeting of the Property Committee was confirmed as taking place on Monday 29th September

2025.
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The meeting closed at 6:37pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk.
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