
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7PM ON TUESDAY 12TH AUGUST 2025 IN  
WETHERBY METHODIST CHURCH, WETHERBY 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman  
    Cllr N Harrington  
    Cllr Mulhall (Mayor) 

Cllr M Nicholson 
    Cllr N O’Byrne  
 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr E Smith 
  
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 

Cllr K Knight 
Cllr J Lavocah (from 7:09pm) 

    Cllr S Newcombe (Deputy Mayor of Wetherby) 
     
In Attendance:  Town Clerk 
 Assistant Clerk 
 Facilities Officer 
 
77 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public – None. 

Due to expected traffic delays, it was AGREED to defer this item to the end of the 

meeting. 

78 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors  
 Councillor Harrington reported on the following points:  

• Noted that following the publication of the Planning Inspectors final report on the Maltkiln 
development, the development would be going ahead. 

• Leeds Local Plan in-person consultation went well. Thanks were given to the Council for 
helping to disseminate information.  

 
79 25-26 Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations 

Councillor Knight declared an interest in item 89, citing their relation to Friends of 
Sandringham Park who partnered with the BMX Track volunteers in their application for CIL 
funding. 

 
80 25-26 Apologies. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillors Riddell, Frame, Moss and Payne. 
 
Apologies were also received from Ward Councillor Lamb. 
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81 25-26 Mayor's report. 

Councillor Mulhall presented his monthly report which focused on the arranging of a 

Charity Ball in February 2026 at Rudding Park. The estimated total cost of this event is 

£7,600.  

 

Councillor Lavocah joined the meeting at 7:09pm. 

 

The event would be self-funding as a ticketed event. It was discussed that the venue 

could carry a capacity of 120 people, and the ticket would have to be priced so that it 

would cover outgoing costs. However, a deposit is required to secure the venue. The 

council NOTED that there was no budget code for this expense. 

 

The council considered figures of possible attendees to be invited to the ball and whether 

it would be likely to attract enough to be viable. 

 

Following a discussion, the following actions were RESOLVED: 

• That the council agree to a preliminary date of February 2026 – Proposed by 
Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, unanimously resolved. 

• That the tickets be set at approximately £100 per head – Proposed by Councillor 
Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Bradley, unanimously resolved. 

• That payments be taken primarily through an online site – Proposed by Councillor 
Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Harrington, unanimously resolved.  

• That the required deposit to secure the venue be underwritten personally by 
Councillor Mulhall and Councillor Harrington – Proposed by Councillor Mulhall, 
seconded by Councillor Harrington, unanimously resolved.  

 

 It was NOTED that Town Council Staff may assist in the organisation of this event. 

 
82 25-26  Minutes of the Town Council meeting.  

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was  
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Town Council meeting, 
held on 8th July 2025, be approved and signed as a true record by the Mayor. 

 
83 25-26 Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

 
84 25-26 Financial Reports 

Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 
RESOLVED that the list of 67 payments, totalling £157,514.43, as detailed in appendix 1 
on page 4268 be approved. 
 
The committee also NOTED that the NJC pay awards have been approved for staff at 
3.2% and will be back dated to April. Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, 
seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was RESOLVED that the pay award, with back pay, 
be accepted. 
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85 25-26 Insurance renewal for 2025-26 
The insurance policy with Clear Council was RECEIVED and CONSIDERED. It was noted 
that Clear Council have moved to the underwriter Ecclesiastical who are a more council-
oriented insurers. The insurance has similarly matched previous years, at a cost of 
£11755.00 
 
The Clerk also negotiated the inclusion of event insurance at a cost of £112.00 in the 
policy which will cover the Bonfire Night event. A substantial decrease from the £1,058 
originally quoted. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED be a unanimous show of hands to proceed with Clear Council insurance 
policy at a cost of £11755.00 to renew on the 20th of August 2025.  

 
86 25-26  Committee membership 

Councillor Nicholson requested to join the Planning Committee, Appeals Committee and 
Welcome to Wetherby. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Nicholson, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the committee membership be as 
described above be accepted. 
 
The council also noted the difficultly of ensuring quorate meetings due to their timing and 
membership numbers on each committee. Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, 
seconded by Councillor Smith, it was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the 
Welcome to Wetherby meetings be moved to start at 4:30pm.  

 
87 25-26 Terms of Reference 

The committee noted a motion to amend the Planning Committee’s terms of reference. 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the committee accept the motion to 
progress. 
 
Following a further proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the following text be added to 
section 5.4 of the Planning Committee’s terms of reference: 
 
“Whilst not imposing any restrictions, examples of planning applications that might best be 
referred to Full Council will include housing developments in excess of 50 individual 
dwellings, large scale industrial developments, or any application considered to be of 
significant public interest.” 

  
88 25-26  Budgets & Governance Committee 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on the 
8th of July 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. The 
minutes can be found as appendix 2 from page 4271. 

 
89 25-26 CIL Committee 

a) BMX Track 
The BMX track volunteer group have received the funding and works are underway. It 
was NOTED that WTC’s logo will be included on the track sign. Thanks were 
expressed to Friends of Sandringham Park for their help in facilitating the project by 
partnering with the BMX track. 
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b) CIL Committee minutes 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on 
23rd June 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. The 
minutes can be found as appendix 3 from page 4273. 
 

90 25-26 Communications Committee 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th 
July 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. The minutes 
can be found as appendix 4 from page 4276. 
 

91 25-26 Finance & General Purpose 
Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Lavocah, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th 
July 2025, as amended, be approved by committee members and received by the council. 
The minutes can be found as appendix 5 from page 4278. 

 

92 25-26 Planning & Development 
a) Extraordinary Planning Committee – 14th July 2025 

Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the extraordinary 
meeting held on 14th July 2025 be approved by committee members and received by 
the council. The minutes can be found as appendix 6 from page 4280. 
 

b) Planning Committee – 14th July 2025 
Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the ordinary meeting 
held on 14th July 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. 
The minutes can be found as appendix 7 from page 4282. 
 

c) Planning Committee – 4th August 2025 
Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on 
4th August 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. The 
minutes can be found as appendix 8 from page 4285. 
 

d) Leeds Local Plan 
The documents outlined in the Leeds Local Plan: a Planning Framework for 
Development (2022 To 2042) Issues and Options Consultation and the deadline for 
submission of responses, 15th September, was NOTED.  
 
The council discussed the sites that had been submitted as possible areas for 
development in Wetherby, including the Crossley Street Carpark, and considered that 
Wetherby had met its housing quota with the residential developments to the Northeast 
of Wetherby.  
 
Following a discussion reasonable development and infrastructure requirements, it was 
proposed by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, and RESOLVED 
by a unanimous show of hands, that Councillors should send their comments on the 
proposal to the Clerk by the 15th August, and delegation be given to the Planning 
Committee to collate and agree a response. 
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93 25-26 Town Hall Management Committee  

a) Appointed contractor. 
It was NOTED that a preferred contractor to perform boiler works on the Town Hall was 
appointed by the Town Hall Management committee on the 23rd of June 2025. 
 

b) Town Hall Management Committee – 23rd June 2025 
The minutes of the above meeting were RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 9 
from page 4288. 
 

c) Town Hall Management Committee – 14th July 2025 
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the meeting held on 
14th July 2025 be approved by committee members and received by council. The 
minutes can be found as appendix 10 from page 4291. 
 

d) Payment method for Town Hall boiler. 
The initial tender for the preferred contractor for the boiler did not include VAT in its 
costings. As the Town Hall CIO is not VAT registered, this has resulted in a notable 
increase in expense which had not been accounted for. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe seconded by Councillor Chapman it 
was RESOLVED to purchase the boiler and associated works for the Town Hall CIO 
through Wetherby Town Council as its sole Trustee, and gift it to the Town Hall, 
granting any remaining amount out of the Town Hall’s annual grant back to the Town 
Hall once works have been completed. 
 
It was NOTED that this method has been approved by a VAT specialist and is enabled 
under Section 33 of VAT Act 1994. 
 

e) Motion – Subsidy grant to Wetherby Town Hall CIO. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to carry a special motion and rescind 
the decision to grant 65,500 to Wetherby Town Hall CIO as outlined in minute 22 25-
26. 
 

94 25-26 Welcome to Wetherby 
The notes of the inquorate Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on the 8th July 2025 above 
were RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 11 from page 4293. 
 
It was commented that the instances of inquorate meetings should reduce now that an 
additional member has joined and meeting times have changed to better suit member 
schedules.  

 
95 25-26 Young Councillor Awards 

Following a Proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Smith, it was 
RESOLVED to nominate Councillor Mulhall for the NALC Young Councillor Award. 

 
96 25-26 Highways 

a) Leeds Festival - Footpath closures. 
Correspondance from Leeds City Council’s Development Team on footpath closures 
ahead of the 2025 Leeds Festival were NOTED. 
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b) Leeds Festival - Traffic Regulation Order 

Correspondence from Leeds City Council’s Development Team on traffic 
management measures affecting Wetherby and its surrounding areas ahead of the 
2025 Leeds Festival was NOTED. 
 
Councillor Harrington reported that the Shuttle Bus from Wetherby to Leeds Festival is 
running again and is advertised on their website. 
 

c) Proposed Traffic Regulation Orders – Market Place, Esk Gardens, Caxton Street 
and Church View Mews. 
Proposed traffic regulation orders on Market Place, Esk Gardens, Caxton Street, and 
Church View Mews were RECEIVED and NOTED. It is noted that Church View Mews 
is located outside of Wetherby’s Parish. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to accept the plans as proposed.  

 
97 25-26 Sandringham Park Open Day. 

A last-minute item was added to the agenda for discussion as, due to limited time, it could 
not wait until the following meeting. 

 
It was NOTED that the new play area in Sandringham Park is almost complete, and a 
launch event would be arranged for when the play area has been completed. The 
committee discussed dates and considered that as the summer holidays are already 
underway, it would be better to open the play area to the public as soon as possible. This 
could be held as a soft launch with official opening later or an immediate opening.  
 
The Facilities Officer also briefed the committee on activities arranged for the open day, 
including facepainting, ice-cream van, lawn games, and a stilt walker.  
 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to hire the stilt walker for £350 from the 
contingency budget. 
 
Following an extensive conversation and a proposal by Councillor Knight, seconded by 
Councillor Harrington, it was RESOLVED to hold the open day on Friday 15th August 2025. 
 
Thanks were expressed to the Facilities Officer and team members for their efforts to the 
project. 

 
98 25-26  Next meetings. 

a) The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council was confirmed as being on 9th 
September 2025 at 7pm. Location to be confirmed. 
 

b) Items to be considered at the next meeting should be sent to the Town Clerk no later 
than the 1st September 2025. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.17pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:  ........................................................................................... 


