WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
WETHERBY

MINUTES OF THE
WELCOME TO WETHERBY
COMMITTEE MEETING
Date: Tuesday 10th June 2025
Time: 3.30pm
Location: Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.
Present: Councillor Buckle

Councillor Harrington
Councillor Lavocah
Councillor Smith

In attendance: Member J. Kent
Locum Town Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Communications and Events Officer

MINUTES

1.  Apologies — None.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

2. Declarations of interest — None.
Localism Act 2011, s 31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3. Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1)
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 13th May
2025 be accepted.

5. Matters arising from the last meeting — None.
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6.

2025 Bonfire Night event.

6.1. 2025 Bonfire Night budget.
Councillor Buckle reported that they have been in contact with Wetherby Sports Association to
ensure home games are not held on the 7st November 2025.

The committee received a draft budget for the 2025 Bonfire Night event. The Communications
and Events Officer advised that finalised costs are still to be confirmed, however the current
estimated expenditure to hold the 2025 event totals £15,858.72. This includes, but is not limited
to, approx. £800 towards staffing costs for the erection of exclusion zone fencing, Heras Fencing,
material transport, and bonfire construction, however this could be reduced if carried out by a
member of Wetherby Town Council (WTC) staff, £1,058.72 for one-off event insurance as, due
to its size, the bonfire event will no longer be covered under the Council’s insurance, and
£2,500.00 for 22 stewards and 1 supervisor for the event, as per SAG requirements.

As of the current budget, 80% of available ticket sales would result in a loss of £1,939.08 and
100% of ticket sales would result in a £848.12 surplus.

Member J Kent reported that the Butler Ridge Group Ltd will be able to provide 10 volunteers for
stewarding again this year, therefore reducing the steward cost by £1000. It was NOTED that the
Locum Clerk would attempt to renegotiate the Council’s insurance policy to cover the Bonfire.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention, to keep ticket prices at £5 per ticket
for the 2025 Bonfire Night Event. This will result in a £4.16 net income per ticket once VAT is
removed. It was NOTED that admittance for children under 2 years of age is free.

Communications and Events Officer to produce updated budget for the following meeting.

6.2. Event arrangements.
The committee discussed roles for the Bonfire night event. It was NOTED that to ensure
compliance with SAG, it is required to have someone in the position of Head of Health and Safety.
The committee discussed potential candidates including an external member who expressed
interest in taking part in the event and who has extensive experience with event management.
Councillor Buckle to liaise with the member.

It was NOTED that Councillor Buckle would undertake an exercise to determine feasibility of a
£125 minimum sponsorship value.

Councillor Buckle to contact Suttle Transport Services Ltd and the Communications and Events
Officer to contact Wetherby Whaler to discuss possible sponsorship contribution.

Social media insights.
The Committee NOTED May’s social media insights for the WTC’s Welcome to Wetherby Facebook
page. The page received 21,722 views between 7st — 31st May and had a reach of 3,900.

Interactions were the highest between the 6th-11th May when promoting the 80" Anniversary of D-Day,
with the corresponding top post receiving 1,700 views, closely followed by a post informing of the new
Mayor of Wetherby which received 1,300 views.

The location data of page visitors was commented on, noting that the page captures views from a wide
range of locations, local and international. The Communications and Events Officer to provide more
detail on the location data of page visitors at the next meeting.

Of the 21,722 views, 77% of interactions on the page were from page followers, and 23% from non-
followers.
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8. Items for information.

8.1. Wetherby Run.
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED correspondence from Wetherby Runners AC on a 10K
run taking place on Sunday 14th September 2025.

9. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting.
To confirm the date of the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting as being held on Tuesday 10th June
2025.

The meeting closed at 4:06pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.
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W Y WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
ETHERB NOTES OF THE INQUORATE
WELCOME TO WETHERBY
COMMITTEE MEETING

Date: Tuesday 8th July 2025
Time: 3.30pm
Location: Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.
Present: Councillor Buckle

Councillor Harrington
In attendance: Member J. Kent

Assistant Clerk

NOTES

1. Apologies.

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)
Due to non-attendance of councillors, the committee meeting was inquorate and unable to proceed. A
discussion of the below items was held in its place.

It was NOTED that apologies and reasons for absence had been received from Councillor Lavocah,
and Councillor Smith.

Apologies were also received from the Communications and Events Officer.

Declarations of interest — None.
Localism Act 2011, s 31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1)
The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2025 were noted.

Matters arising from the last meeting — None.
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6. 2025 Bonfire Night event.

6.1. 2025 Bonfire Night budget — None.

6.2. Event Sponsorship.
Councillor Buckle reported on his investigations into sponsorship feasibility. Initial discussions
with local businesses indicated that increasing the minimum sponsorship value to £150 would
reduce the number of businesses and groups who would sponsor the event.

Members discussed the feasibility of a minimum sponsorship value of £125 including VAT and
expressed this may be a more practical value.

6.3. Event arrangements — None.

7. WTC Christmas events.
Committee members NOTED the proposed dates of the following upcoming events and activities taking
place in Wetherby over the Christmas period:
o Christmas Light Switch-On event — 29.11.25
e Dickensian Market — 14.12.2025
e Jubilee Award — 16.12.25
e Window Dressing Award — 16.12.25

8. Social media insights — None.

9. Items for information — None.

10. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting.
It was NOTED that the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th August 2025.

The meeting closed at 3:48pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.
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