WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
WETHERBY MINUTES OF THE
WELCOME TO WETHERBY
MEETING

Date: Tuesday 12th August 2025

Time: 3.30pm

Location: Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.
Present: Councillor Buckle

Councillor Harrington
Councillor Lavocah
Councillor Smith

In attendance: Assistant Clerk
Communications & Events Officer
Councillor Nicholson

MINUTES

1. Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

Apologies from Member J. Kent were NOTED.

2. Declarations of interest — None.
Localism Act 2011, s 31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3.  Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1)

4.1. 10th June 2025.
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 10th
June 2025 be accepted.

4.2. 8th July 2025.
The notes of the inquorate Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 8th July 2025, were
received.

5. Matters arising from the last meeting — None.

6. 2025 Bonfire Night event.

6.1. 2025 Bonfire night budget.
The committee received an updated draft budget for the 2025 Bonfire night event. It was NOTED
that some businesses have already agreed to sponsor the event and are awaiting invoices. As of
the 12th August 2025, a surplus of £31.30 will be generated at 80% ticket sales if all expected
sponsorship income is received.
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The Communications and Events Officer advised that ticket sales are weather dependant. Ticket
allocation has been set at 3,350 to allow for SAG’s recommended number of stewards, staffing,
and to account for the expected number of under 2’s attending the event in line with the event
management plan. 6 food and beverage concessions have also been allocated for.

Following an enquiry, it was NOTED that cost exercises are undertaken regularly and tendering
for larger suppliers and service providers is undertaken every 2 years to ensure the event can be
run as cost efficiently as possible.

The Town Clerk has negotiated a lower events insurance, lowering the budget for insurance to
£112. Thanks were expressed to the Town Clerk and the Communications and Events Officer for
their work on minimising bonfire expenses.

Councillor Harrington left the meeting at 3:52pm, returning at 3:53pm.

Ticket sales will be arranged in the same format as the previous years, with physical tickets sold
in Touchwood and online ticket sales available through TicketSource.co.uk.

Councillor Buckle reported on their communications with Wetherby Sports Association and
confirmed that football games would not be arranged on the day of the bonfire.

6.2. Event Sponsorship.
Following a proposal by Councillor Buckle, seconded by Councillor Lavocah, it was RESOLVED
that the minimum sponsorship value be set at £100 plus VAT, totalling £120.00.

6.3. Event arrangements.
It was NOTED that the Town Clerk would lead as Head of Health and Safety for the 2025 Bonfire
night event.

The Butler Ridge Group has committed 10 volunteer stewards for the event. Wetherby Rotary
and Wetherby Lions have been contacted to enquire if they can provide additional stewards this
year. In light of security issues arising from the last bonfire, 2 extra security personnel have been
hired.

Paperwork has been submitted to Leeds City Council. As the bonfire is a repeating annual event,
there are no concerns expected to be raised from the paperwork.

7. Social media insights.
The committee received social media insights for the Welcome to Wetherby Page between the 71st —
31st July 2025. 1t was NOTED that the page had received 25,403 views in that time, 59.5% from
followers and 40.5% from non-followers, due in part to hashtags encouraging wider interaction from
non-followers.

The top post, a post advising members of the public on changes to the parking charges in Wetherby,
received 1,500 views.

The Communications and Events Officer reported that they would be looking into paid Facebook
advertising for the 2025 Bonfire night event to increase the event’s reach.

8. Items for information — None.

9. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting.
It was NOTED that the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th September
2025.

The meeting closed at 6:23pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.
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