
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7PM ON TUESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2025 IN  
ST JAMES CHURCH CENTRE, WETHERBY 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman  
    Cllr N Harrington  

Cllr M Nicholson 
    Cllr N O’Byrne  
 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr A Riddell 
    Cllr E Smith 
  
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 

Cllr K Knight 
Cllr J Lavocah 

    Cllr S Newcombe (Deputy Mayor of Wetherby) 
 
In Attendance:  Town Clerk 
 Assistant Clerk 
 Communications and Events Officer 
 Ward Councillors Lamb & Stables 

2 members of the public 
 

In absence of the Chair, Councillor Newcombe chaired the meeting. 
 
99 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public – None. 

 

100 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors  
 Councillor Stables reported on the following points:  

• A residents meeting will be held regarding the emptying of bins on Barleyfields Road on 
Friday 12th September. 

• Flags being installed on lampposts along Walton Road have been reported to Leeds City 
Council (LCC). LCC considers unauthorised installation of paraphernalia on its property 
as vandalism and should be reported to LCC as such. 

• Updates to the Leeds Local Plan. 
 

Councillor Lamb reported on the following points: 

• Parking Charges at the Wilderness Car Park and Station Car Park are proceeding. 
Councillor Lamb is in conversations to help mitigate impact of the charges on affected 
community groups, such as Wetherby in Bloom and Wetherby Bandstand Trust. 

• Reported on the proposed Traffic Regulation Orders in Wetherby which will impact 
Crossley Street and the Bus station.  

 
101 25-26 Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations 

Councillor Knight declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 106 c & 108 a, citing their 
relation to Friends of Sandringham Park who partnered with the BMX Track volunteers in 
their application for CIL funding, and their relation to Wetherby Arts Festival. 
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102 25-26 Apologies. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillors Mulhall and Payne. 
 

103 25-26  Minutes of the Town Council meeting.  

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Riddell, it was  
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the amended minutes of the Town Council 
meeting, held on 12th August 2025, be approved and signed as a true record by the Mayor. 

 
104 25-26 Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

 
105 25-26 Clerks Report. 

The Town Clerk reported that Councillor Frame has resigned. The Electoral Office has 
been notified, and a notice of vacancy has been published. 10 local electors must submit 
a written request for an election to Leeds City Council’s Returning Officer by the 24th 
September 2025 otherwise the co-option process will begin. 
 
There are now spaces available on Appeals Committee and Communications Committee. 
 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor 
O’Byrne, and RESOLVED that Councillor Smith join the Appeals Committee. 

 
106 25-26 Financial Reports 

a) List of Payments 
Members conducted checks on payments to be made for the period between 14th 
August and 10th of September 2025. 
The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2071 – Stardust Event Production - £350.00 
• Transaction 2073 – Expenses - £175.00 
• Transaction 2107 – Farm & Land Services Ltd - £994.80 
• Transaction 2114 – Clear Insurance Management Ltd - £11,775.40 
• Transaction 2118 – Touchwood of Wetherby Ltd - £49.94 

 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it 
was RESOLVED that the list of 52 payments, totalling £28,545.06, as detailed in 
appendix 1 on page 4299 be approved. 
 

b) Subscription to Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Knight it was 
RESOLVED to accept the new membership fee for subscription to the Society of 
Local Council Clerks. 
 

c) Grant Application – Arts Festival 
The committee received an application for a cultural event. Following a proposal by 
Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Lavocah, it was RESOLVED that £250 be 
awarded to Wetherby Arts Festival. 

  
107 25-26  Budgets & Governance Committee 

Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on the 
12th August 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. The 
minutes can be found as appendix 2 from page 4302. 
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108 25-26 CIL Committee 
a) BMX Track 

It was NOTED that the BMX Track is expected to be completed by the 18th September 
2025. The Town Clerk will be meeting with representatives to discuss promotion of the 
new track. 
 

b) CIL Committee minutes 
Following a proposal by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the minutes of the meeting held on 
18th August 2025 be approved by committee members and received by the council. 
The minutes can be found as appendix 3 from page 4304. 

 

109 25-26 Planning & Development 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 18th August 2025 were 
RECEIVED. The minutes can be found as appendix 4 from page 4306. 
 

110 25-26 Welcome to Wetherby 
The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on the 12th August 2025 were 
RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 5 from page 4309. 

 
111 25-26 Markets Committee 

This item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
112 25-26 Property Committee 

Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Property Committee 
meeting held on the 4th August 2025 be approved by committee members and received 
by the council. The minutes can be found as appendix 6 from page 4312.  

 
113 25-26 Town Hall FOI 

The Town Clerk reported on a recently received Freedom of Information (FOI) request. It 
was NOTED that the request was extensive and almost exceeded the appropriate cost 
limit, as outlined in section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act. Due to this, should any 
other requests of a similar nature be received, the FOI would be refused. 
 
The Town Clerk reminded those present that the public participation section of the 
meeting is sometimes a more appropriate channel for member of the public to request 
information. 

 
114 25-26 Police Matters 

a) Crime Statistics 
The crime statistics for August 2025 were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
They showed a total of 171 crimes across the whole of the Wetherby policing ward. It 
was NOTED that the higher statistics is due in part to the Leeds Festival figures being 
included in Wetherby’s figures for August. 
 

b) Police & Communities Together (PACT) meeting August 
A report on the PACT meeting held in August 2025 was NOTED.  

 

Another PC will be joining the Neighbourhood Team. Two alleged incidents of 

indecent exposure have been reported and are being investigated, and officers will 

be monitoring the new play area at Sandringham Road more frequently following 

complaints of anti-social behaviour.  
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115 25-26 Highways 

Correspondance from Leeds City Council Highways & Transportation on expected 

highway maintenance was RECEIVED and NOTED. 

 
116 25-26 The Mayor’s West Yorkshire Transport Plan 

Materials related to the Mayor’s West Yorkshire Transport Plan Statutory Consultation were 
RECEIVED. It was NOTED that the plans do not appear to aim to improve Wetherby’s 
connections to the greater Leeds area.  
 
It was AGREED that all councillors should send their comments on the plan to the Clerk by 
the end of September to collate into a response. 
 
A drop in event will be held in Wetherby Town Hall on Thursday 11th September 2025. 

 
117 25-26  Next meetings. 

a) The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council was confirmed as being on 14th October 
2025 at 7pm. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED to send a letter of thanks to the recently resigned Councillor Frame, 
thanking them for their time and efforts for the Council. 
 

b) Items to be considered at the next meeting should be sent to the Town Clerk no later 
than the 7th October 2025. 

 
The meeting closed at 7.34pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:  ........................................................................................... 


