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Welcome to Wetherby – 9th September 2025 

 
Date:    Tuesday 9th September 2025 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   St James Church Centre, Church Street, Wetherby, LS22 6LP. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle 
   Councillor Harrington 

Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Nicholson 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk 
Assistant Clerk 

   Communications & Events Officer 
   Member J. Kent (from 4:36pm) 

Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports Association 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Apologies – None. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 
2. Declarations of interest – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

The Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports Association attended the 
meeting. 
 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 12th August 
2025 be accepted. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
 
6. 2025 Bonfire Night event. 

 

6.1. 2025 Bonfire night budget. 
The committee received an updated draft budget for the 2025 Bonfire Night event including an 
update on a new sponsorship of £400 net and current outstanding invoices.   
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6.2. Event arrangements. 

Councillor Buckle is making arrangements for transport of wood from suppliers to storage, and 
storage to the Ings the morning of the bonfire. Two potential sites for the storage of Bonfire wood 
were also discussed. 
 
Member J. Kent joined the meeting at 4:36pm. 
 
The Communications and Events Officer reported on a request to restructure the site plan so that 
one of the funfair rides is not placed on the hard standing alongside the Wetherby Sports 
Association (WSA) patio area reasoning that they had concerns that vibrations from the ride may 
cause damage to the glass fencing on the Sports Association’s patio. The committee 
acknowledged the concern and requested clarification on the patio fence’s strength and insurance 
cover. They also NOTED that the ride is fully up to standard on ride safety requirements, including 
vibration buffers, and due to ground conditions and space limitations, the ride cannot be safely 
operated in other locations. 
 
In response to public feedback following the 2024 Bonfire event, the 2025 bonfire will host 6 food 
vendors. 
 
The Communications and Events Officer raised that it had been reported to them that the Sports 
Association’s licencing may not be up-to-date and requested this be checked. 
 
Town Clerk and Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports 
Association to attend the Wetherby Sports Association meeting on the 14th September 2025 to 
communicate on the above items raised. 

 
7. Social media insights. 

Between the 1st – 31st August 2025, Welcome to Wetherby’s Facebook page has received 32,151 
views. Of those views, 28.2% were from non-followers and 31% are from viewers in the 65+ age 
bracket, meaning this remains the page’s core audience. 
 
The top post, receiving 1663 views, featured promotion of the 2025 Bonfire Night event. 
 
Following a discussion on how this data is analysed and can be better utilised, it was AGREED to 
report on Welcome to Wetherby’s social media insights on a quarterly basis to allow for a wider view 
of social media interaction.  
 

8. Events Survey. 
It was NOTED that the scoping document has been accepted by the co-ordinator of the Event 
Management degree programme at Leeds Beckett University and students are now engaged to 
undertake the survey from 2026. Groundwork for the survey, including a project specification, are in 
development by the Communications and Events Officer. 
 

9. Items for information. 
It was requested that the Chair of Wetherby Business Association be invited to the next meeting of 
Welcome to Wetherby to discuss events arranged over the Christmas period.  

 
10. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

It was NOTED that the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th October 2025. 
 

  
The meeting closed at 5:17pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
 


