WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

Date: Monday 29th September 2025
Time: 5:40 pm
Location: Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.
Present: Councillor Chapman
Councillor Moss
Councillor O’Byrne
Councillor Payne
In attendance: Town Clerk

Assistant Clerk
Facilities Officer

MINUTES

Due to the absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor O’Byrne act as Chair for the duration of

1.

the meeting.
Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
Bradley, Councillor Mulhall and Councillor Newcombe.

Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations — None.
Localism Act 2011, s31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

Minutes.

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1)

The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 4th August 2025, as approved at Full
Council on Tuesday 9th September 2025, were RECEIVED.

Items arising from the last meeting.

5.1 Raby Park maintenance.
The Facilities Officer reported that works to the shared road alongside Raby Park had been
completed.

Greenspaces and recreational areas.

6.1 Memorial Benches.
The committee received and considered a report for the implementation of shared memorial
benches. This would provide an option to help to reduce the individual cost to each person looking
to purchase a memorial bench and increase the availability of memorial bench options.

It was NOTED that there is currently a waiting list of members interested in purchasing a memorial

bench.
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6.2

6.3

6.4

Noted slight amendment to cost considerations, while the initial cost of the bench is covered by
the purchaser/s, ongoing maintenance costs would be covered by the council.

It was RESOLVED that the implementation of shared memorial benches be approved.

Paths.
It was NOTED that the condition of the public paths in Millennium Field and Scaur Bank have
started to deteriorate.

The gravel path towards the bottom of Scaur Bank has been damaged, in part by tree roots
growing into the path. It has been advised to patch the damaged section, to make it safe, while
the Facilities Officer investigates options for a long-term fix.

A section of path under one of the benches on the south side of Millennium Field has also eroded
and become muddy. The path does not pose a danger but will require maintenance to ensure its
longevity.

It was NOTED that these paths may be included under the P3 agreement. Facilities Officer to
confirm.

Following a discussion, | was RESOLVED that, subject to further cost investigations, that
delegated authority be given to the Clerk and Facilities Officer to proceed with maintenance of
the above paths in line with the financial regulations.

Signage.

Following a report that a horse had been ridden through Scaur Bank from the Ings, Leeds City
Council have confirmed that there is a bylaw in place that disallows the riding of horses on Scaur
Bank and the Ings.

The Facilities Officer reported that the current information boards on Scaur Bank is out of date. It
was suggested to update the board with up-to-date information and a warning for horse riders of
the active bylaw.

It was queried if signs could be installed on the bridge between the Ings and Scaur Bank and
noted that the bridge was the property of Leeds City Council and would require their permission.

It was also raised that singular reports have been raised at Millennium field, whereby cyclists
have been riding down the path from Harland way at high speeds since the A frames were
removed from the entrance of Millennium Field. It was proposed to install a sign at the entrance
of Millenium field asking cyclists to be considerate of pedestrians.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Facilities
Officer to pursue costings for the options above discussed and proceed with installing adequate
signage at Scaur Bank and Millennium Field subject to its adherence with the Financial
Regulations.

Shaw Barn Croft.
Following a recent inspection at Shaw Barn Croft, it was queried if there was a management plan
for future use for the site.

It was NOTED that, due to restrictions outlined in the land deed, no alterations or improvements
can be made, the land can only be maintained.
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6.5 Sandringham Park.

6.5.1

6.5.2

Sandringham Park play area.

The committee received a report on the previously vandalised xylophone interactive panel
at Sandringham Park. It was NOTED that there was an oversight, which allowed the
musical panel to be installed, despite the tender document requiring that no musical
equipment should be installed. The committee were asked to consider a non-musical
alterative.

Due to the size of this panel, it cannot be replaced with most other interactive panels
available for purchase, however a porthole window could be installed as an alternative.
EIBE has confirmed that they are unable to replace the panel for a different panel free-of-
charge however they have quoted £724.04 for the supply of the porthole window.
Installation would be undertaken by the council’'s grounds maintenance contractor.

It was also raised that while EIBE cannot offer a part exchange on the damaged panel, it
can quote to repair the panel so that it can be used at other sites, however it is unlikely
that we will be able to use the panel at other sites.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to proceed with the porthole panel at a cost of
£724.04 excluding VAT and that authority be given to the Clerk to resolve any other
matters relating to the play area which cannot be delayed until the next Property
Committee meeting.

Sandringham Park hedgerow.

The committee received a proposal from the Facilities Officer to fence in the brambles and
introduce hedgerow appropriate flora on the northwest side of Sandringham Park with an
aim to compact the brambles, reducing unauthorised access through unpermitted
entrances, reduce antisocial behaviour by removing blind spots in the sparse areas of
brambles, whilst also retaining access to allow members of the public to pick fruit, as has
been requested.

Friends of Sandringham Park have given their approval for the project, and the Facilities
Officer is looking into funding opportunities, to offset the cost of this project to the council.

It was discussed that as part of this project, the exercise equipment will be removed as it
is no longer considered safe, however, new exercise equipment could be installed at an
alternative site on the field at a later date.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to give delegated authority to the Clerk and
the Facilities officer to investigate costings and funding opportunities and proceed with the
project subject to the cost to the council not exceeding the financial limit outlined in the
Financial Regulations. Costings exceeding the limit within the Clerk’s remit may be
presented to the committee for consideration.

6.6 Bridgefoot Gardens & Garden of Rest.

6.6.1

Bridgefoot railings.
It was NOTED that a quotation of £810.00 excluding VAT to fix the damaged section of
fencing at Bridgefoot Gardens has been received.

Due to the safety concerns raised, it was raised that this task is within the RFO’s remit to
proceed with the quotation.

It was RESOLVED that due to urgency to address the above safety issue, that delegated
authority be given to the Clerk in consultation with the Facilities Officer to proceed with
the quotation of £810.00 excluding VAT to fix the railings.
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10.

11.

6.6.2 Request to change use of council property.
The committee received a proposal from a member of the public to change the Whittaker
Shelter to an Ice cream parlour. It was NOTED that this proposal has been sent on a
number of occasions.

The Whittaker Shelter is currently well used by several local organisations and that a
plaque situated within the shelter specifies its use as a refuge centre.

It was RESOLVED that the proposal be rejected and that the committee will not consider
proposals of a similar nature going forward.

Cemetery access.

A report detailing access improvements to the cemetery on Hallfield Lane was received. The new
section of the cemetery is a long distance from the cemetery’s entrance on Hallfield Lane, creating
difficulty for some visitors to access the plots in the new section. The Burials Manager requested that
the consideration be made for creating a new public entrance on Ceres Road.

The committee NOTED that the current vehicle entrance on Ceres Road is locked and only opened to
allow vehicular access for funerals due to the risk of unauthorised vehicles entering and parking in the
cemetery.

Following a discussion, it was AGREED to explore costings for each of the proposed options for further
consideration.

Parish Paths Partnership Scheme.

8.1 Parish Paths Partnership Scheme documents.
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED the new Parish Path Partnership Scheme (P3)
documents.
The committee had no comments on the documents at this time.

8.2 Survey Schedule.
As part of the P3 agreement, annual condition survey of definitive pathways in the parish is to be
undertaken. It was NOTED that new training was available to members who are interested in
undertaking the survey.

Following a discussion, it was AGREED to produce a clear map and information sheet of the
paths to be surveyed and to delegate this item to Full Council to request all councillors to take
part in the surveying of their ward before the end of the Christmas period.

Facilities Report.
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED updates to the management of Wetherby Town Council’s
property as recorded in the PPM tracker. Notable items include:
o The evergreen tree in the Garden of Rest is dying. Wetherby in Bloom are considering possible
solutions as part of the change to the Garden of Rest’s and Bridgefoot gardens’, new design.

Budget requirements.
It was AGREED for Councillor O’Byrne, and Councillor Payne to represent the Property Committee at
the upcoming Budgets meeting to discuss property financial requirements for the 2026/7 financial year.

Items for information — None.
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12. Next meeting.
The next meeting of the Property Committee was confirmed as taking place on Monday 1st December
2025.

The meeting closed at 6:37pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk.
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