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Date:    Tuesday 14th October 2025 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle (Chair) 
   Councillor Harrington 

Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Nicholson 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk 
   Facilities Officer 
   Member J. Kent  
   Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports Association 

1 member of the public 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Apologies – None. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 
2. Declarations of interest – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

A member of the public attended the meeting to request support for the revitalisation of the Wetherby 
Show, as discussed under item 10. 
 
In the interests of timekeeping, the committee moved to item 10, returning to item 4 after. 

 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 9th 
September 2025 be accepted. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
 
6. New member. 

A member of the public requested to become a non-councillor member of Welcome to Wetherby. It was 
RESOLVED to welcome the member upon completion of new member forms. 
 

7. 2025 Bonfire Night event. 
 

7.1. 2025 Bonfire night budget. 
The Town Clerk updated the committee on the budget for the 2025 Bonfire Night event. Notably, 
they are awaiting final details including finalised TicketSource numbers. Final outturn to be 
reported on post-event. 
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7.2. Event arrangements. 

The committee noted that Public Liability Insurance (PLI) and hygiene certificates for collaborating 
organisations and businesses were being collected, and details for Security Industry Authority 
licenced members (SIA’s) attending the bonfire, and organisation of the bonfire’s wood collection, 
were being finalised. 
 
The committee also discussed steward membership for the bonfire. It was it AGREED to raise 
the item at the next meeting of the Full Council to confirm councillor attendance at the event.  

 
8. Events Survey. 

It was NOTED that Leeds Beckett University have put together a team to administer the student’s 
events survey project ready for the following term and will be updating the council in the coming months 
on project details. 

 
9. Social media and communication. 

Following on from discussions of the last Welcome to Wetherby meeting, Councillor Nicholson 
queried how social media statistics are utilised, whether social media trends and demographic 
targeting are used, and how the statistics influence future posts.  
 
It was NOTED that the Town Clerk was unable to access those details at this time, however the 
queries would be raised with the appropriate staff and brought back to a future meeting. 

 
10. Wetherby Show. 

A member of the public presented their idea to re-establish the annual Wetherby Show and requested 
Welcome to Wetherby’s support for the event. 
 
The committee expressed support for the event, however voiced concern that the event originally 
discontinued due to lack of funding and voluntary support.  
 
Following a discussion on potential venues and community groups who may be interested in taking part 
in the event, it was AGREED that the committee is inclined to support the event in some form following 
further information and requested to remain an interested party. 
 

11. New events for 2026/7. 
A request to consider what events are planned for the 2026/7 municipal year was received. It was noted 
that, as discussed under item 8, that a new summer event is in planning which will be informed by the 
public events survey to be undertaken by students at Leeds Beckett University. The new summer event 
is planned to be added to the council’s annual events offering alongside, but not limited to, the annual 
Bonfire event, Remembrance Day events, Civic Service, Christmas events including the Window 
Dressing and Jubilee Awards, and market events held throughout the year. However, as the results of 
the survey are not expected until March, the resulting large summer event is not expected to be 
delivered until 2027. The committee considered proposals for a temporary 2026 event and options for 
joint working with local organisations while the 2027 summer event is under development, however no 
decision was made at this time. 
 
The Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports Association updated on two 
community events being organised by Wetherby Sports Association and the committee discussed other 
community events being offered including ‘Leeds 400’ which is currently calling for plans to celebrate 
its 400th year anniversary of being awarded its first Royal City Charter. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion, it was AGREED that committee members collate event ideas for 
consideration at the following meeting. 
 

12. 2025 Christmas Events – Deferred. 
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13. Budget requirements. 
Due to time constraints, it was AGREED to defer item 13 to the following meeting. Town Clerk to provide 
staffing and event capacity information at the following meeting. 
 

14. Items for information. 
Councillor Smith provided an update on arrangements for the Wetherby & District Royal British Legion’s 
(RBL) poppy launch on Thursday 23rd October 2025. 

 
15. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

It was NOTED that the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th November 
2025. 

 

  
The meeting closed at 5:33pm. 
These minutes were recorded by the Facilities Officer and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
 


