




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

November 2025 
 

Newsletter 

In this issue: 
 

1. Message from the Chair 

2. Proposed development  -
Sicklinghall Road 

3. Harrogate Road application 

4. WYCA Local Transport Plan 

5. BW Evolution - update 

6. Wetherby Eco Energy Fair 

7. Dickensian Christmas Market 

 

 

 

 

“Working to ensure that the physical 

character of Wetherby and District is 

protected and developed for the benefit 

of the community of both current and 

future generations” 
 

email: betterwetherby@gmail.com      

 web:  www.betterwetherby.com       

Facebook: #BetterWetherbyPartnership 

Instagram: @betterwetherby   

 

mailto:betterwetherby@gmail.com
http://www.betterwetherby.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BetterWetherbyPartnership/
https://www.instagram.com/betterwetherby
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

Welcome everyone to November’s newsletter. 

Well, there is no getting away from the fact that 

Autumn is now well and truly with us. Wandering 

around the town and rural paths, inspiring autumnal 

colours pervade everywhere, a reminder of the 

loveliness that is Wetherby - something worth 

promoting and protecting! 

Speaking of which, in this newsletter we draw your 

attention to a development that has now come 

forward in the Sicklinghall Road area of Wetherby - but 

which sits in North Yorkshire – and has the same 

hallmarks of the recent Harrogate Road application 

which drew hundreds of objections from BW 

Supporters.  

The newsletter also recaps on the West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA) public 

transport plan following its consultation concluding, and having now heard back from the 

Charity Commission, I also provide an update on BW’s evolution too. 

And finally, two local community-based events (Eco Fair and Dickensian Market) have been 

included which will hopefully be of interest … and in the case of the Dickensian Christmas 

Market … BW’s stand is already booked so we look forward to seeing you there! 

Thank you for reading and your continued support. 

 

Peter Swales 

Chair, Better Wetherby 

 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to be included on our mailing list, please send a request via our website or by email 

to betterwetherby@gmail.com. Please feel free to share this newsletter - the more people 

that are aware of these important local issues, the better. Thank you. 

mailto:betterwetherby@gmail.com
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ANOTHER NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNCIL SITE ON WETHERBY’S DOORSTEP!  

Sicklinghall Road Public Consultation – TUESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 

Miller Homes are the latest developers 
proposing to build on Wetherby’s 
doorstep. Their plan is to build up to 100 
new homes on green belt land owned by 
Stockeld Park.  
 
In a promotional leaflet, the Sicklinghall 
Road development is described as ‘A 
Natural Extension to Wetherby.’ Yet 
the site lies within the administrative 
boundary of the North Yorkshire Council 
(NYC) local authority.  
 

 
In addition, and as 
reported in previous 
newsletters, there is 
already an application 
currently in the planning 
system to build on 
agricultural land off 
Harrogate Road, also 
owned by Stockeld Park. 
Both sites have been 
highlighted on the map 
to the right,  by the 
yellow box.  
 
Any sites above the 
black county boundary 
line on the map (ie the 
sites in orange), would 
be decided by North Yorkshire Council and if approved, would result in a significant expansion 
of Wetherby.   
 
The town’s already overstretched highways infrastructure (built long before the advent of the 
motor car) would come under further pressure, as residents of these new homes would rely 
heavily on Wetherby for health & social care services, schools, emergency services, shops, 
leisure facilities, community support and so forth. 
 
None of these burdens and costs will fall on NYC, and yet, it would also actually benefit by 
receiving council tax revenue from these new homes.  

https://www.betterwetherby.com/stockeld-park.html
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It’s important to remember that Wetherby has already experienced substantial growth in 
recent years, and the impact from construction underway now on Racecourse Approach, for 
some 900 additional new homes for Wetherby, has not been felt yet … but it will be soon! 
 
BW Supporters will recall from Leeds City Council’s (LCC) call for sites public consultation, 
which many of you submitted responses to (thank you!), that Wetherby had already exceeded 
its housing need/target from LCC’s own perspective.  
 
It should therefore be the case that no additional housing is needed in Wetherby, and new 
planning applications that would impact on Wetherby should certainly not be brought forward 
for determination by a neighbouring local authority. 

 
Information regarding the Sicklinghall Road public 
consultation is available here. 
Miller Homes is also holding a drop-in event on 
Tuesday 11th November 2025 between 3pm to 7pm in 
Linton Memorial Hall, Linton Lane, Linton, LS22 4HL. 
 
BW would encourage supporters to familiarise 
themselves with this proposed development and 
engage so that your voice is heard. 
 

However please be aware that this is a developer-led consultation. It is not a formal planning 
application, although one is expected to follow. Any comments or objections made at the 
consultation exercise will not be available or have any bearing on any future planning hearing.  
 
Representatives from Better Wetherby will be attending the consultation and will provide a 
further update in December’s newsletter.  
 

HARROGATE ROAD PLANNING APPLICATION: 25/02006/OUTMAJ 

This site is well known to BW and its supporters as it was subject to a Public Inquiry back in 
2019 with a government appointed Inspector dismissing an appeal and therefore refusing it. 
 
The more recent application concerns the same agricultural land at the top of Spofforth Hill - 
owned by Stockeld Park and located in North Yorkshire. The developer, Hallam Land, has 
applied to build 210 houses which has attracted hundreds of objections. The application can 
be viewed here.  
 
As noted in the October newsletter, NYC planning officers are finalising a report to put before 
a meeting of their planning committee. Once a meeting date is announced, Better Wetherby 
will report further. 
 
 
 

https://www.betterwetherby.com/racecourse-approach.html
https://www.betterwetherby.com/lcc-local-plan.html
https://www.givemyview.com/sicklinghallroadwetherby
https://publicaccess.northyorks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SXR0SQLTGNE00
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WYCA LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATION - NOW CLOSED 

The West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA) consultation on proposals for an integrated 
transport system across West Yorkshire ended on 21st October. 

Better Wetherby’s submission highlighted that Wetherby’s growth in recent years, with high 
levels of house building taking place, has not been matched by improvements in public 
transport. In fact, bus services are now worse than they were a decade ago.  

The BW submission called for the Local Transport Plan to include more frequent and reliable 
bus services, affordable fares and better links to Wetherby and the surrounding villages.  

The next stage in the process is an analysis of all responses. Findings will be published in an 
Outcome Report on the Your Voice platform over the coming months and BW will provide an 
update when this is available. 

 

 

BETTER WETHERBY’S EVOLUTION 

You will recall from past newsletters Better Wetherby’s application to the Charity Commission 

(CC) to become a registered charity. 

 

After several months of delay and some back and forth, it seems BW has not successfully met 

the threshold required under charitable law for charitable registration status. The CC’s 

determination to us highlighted that whilst an organisation’s reason for being could be 

charitable in nature, that purpose, as good as it may be, may not always be considered the 

case under UK charitable law. 

  

Whilst we are clearly disappointed with the CC’s decision (and which we have the right to 

contest) we have decided to accept the outcome. In terms of our learnings through the 

process, we now understand and recognise the increased complexities for organisations to 

achieve charitable status – more so it seems than in the past – and if we were to make another 

application to the CC in the future (which we might), we would most likely seek professional 

assistance to improve the likelihood of an application’s success. 

 

 

In the meantime, we remain pleased that we have successfully 

transitioned BW away from a registered company, to a small 

charity constitution.  This has been adopted from the CC with 

continued high standards of governance as a local-partnership 

of community organisations, committed to our continued aim:  

 

 

 “Working to ensure that the 

physical character of Wetherby 

and District is protected and 

developed for the benefit of the 

community of both current and 

future generations”. 

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/hub-page/local-transport-plan
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a80a1d440f0b62302694a00/GD4.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a80a1d440f0b62302694a00/GD4.pdf
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ECO ENERGY FAIR REMINDER – SATURDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 

 

 

As highlighted in the October newsletter, there is an 
excellent opportunity to learn more about how to save 
money on our ever-increasing energy bills.  

 

An Eco Energy Fair will be held on Saturday 8th November 
at St. James’ Church Centre, Wetherby. It’s free entry with 
various presentations, displays and good advice.  

 

Scan the QR code to the left, or click on this link for more 
information. 

 

 

 

DICKENSIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET – SUNDAY 14th DECEMBER 

If you haven’t already, please put the 14th December date 

on your calendars to visit this year’s Dickensian Christmas 

Market and Craft Fayre. 

Our local Wetherby Lions Club volunteers do a superb job 

in organising this annual and enjoyable event so that 

people can enjoy the many attractions on offer, along with 

music, singing and an array of appealing stalls.  

2025 has been a very busy, rewarding and challenging year 

for us all at BW – more to follow in December’s newsletter 

– so please stop by our stand at the Christmas market to 

say hello and have a chat! 

 

If you wish to be included on our mailing list, please send a request via our website or by email 

to betterwetherby@gmail.com. Please feel free to share this newsletter - the more people 

that are aware of these important local issues, the better. Thank you. 

https://bostongreengroup.co.uk/uncategorised/ecofair-save-the-date/
https://www.wetherbylions.org/dickensian-christmas-market
https://www.wetherbylions.org/dickensian-christmas-market
mailto:betterwetherby@gmail.com


YLCA TRAINING PROGRAMME
November 2025 - January 2026

To book a training session please click on the date you require and this will take you to the
registration form.  Courses are listed in date order. Full details of course content are available in

our YLCA training course description booklet.     
Please ensure that you have read and understood the bookings and cancellation information on

the final page below.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Clerks’ Discussion Forums
Free of Charge 
Thursday 13 November, 2.00pm to 3.00pm
Wednesday 3 December, 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Thursday 15 January, 10.00am to 11.00am

Induction for new Local Council Clerks (ODF) 
Cost: £73.00 or £36.50 with small council
bursary
Face to face sessions below, at York House,
Tadcaster LS24 9JF 
Wednesday 19 November, 9.30am to 1.30pm
Tuesday 27 January, 12.30pm to 4.30pm
E-mail: admin@yorkshirelca.gov.uk for a
booking form for the face to face session.
Zoom session
Tuesday 16 December, 10.00am to 3.00pm

Councillors’ Discussion Forums
Free of charge
Tuesday 18 November, 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Monday 8 December, 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Monday 19 January, 7.00pm to 8.00pm

Health and Safety on Allotments, Tyler Harris,
Legal Adviser, National Allotment Society
(NAS) (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £13.70 with small council
bursary 
Tuesday 4 November, 10.00am to 11.30am

Allotment Management, Tyler Harris, Legal
Adviser, National Allotment Association (NAS)
(ODF/CDF) 
Cost: £27.40 or £13.70 with small council
bursary
Thursday 6 November, 10.00am to 11.30am

Lone Working and Home Working – Make
sure your employees are safe and risk free!
Sarah Young, Health and Safety Manager,
Wakefield Council (ODF/CDF) 
Cost: £10.00 per delegate
Monday 10 November, 10.00am to 11.00am

Understand Fire Safety Responsibilities,
Chris Marsden, Business Support and Fire
Training Officer (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £10.00 per delegate
Wednesday 12 November, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

Induction for new Local Council Clerks - Part
1 (ODF) 
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary for each session
Thursday 13 November, 6.30pm to 8.30pm

Induction for new Local Council Clerks - Part
2 (ODF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary for each session
Thursday 27 November, 6.30pm to 8.30pm

An introduction to Biodiversity Net Gain in
the Planning System, Andrew Towlerton,
Planning Consultant (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £18.20 or £9.10 with small council
bursary
Monday 17 November, 7.00pm to 8.00pm

Climate Change challenges for local councils,
Mike Deegan Consultancy (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary 
Wednesday 19 November, 7.00pm to 9.00pm

https://www.yorkshirelca.gov.uk/member_resource/11127/YLCA-Course-Description-Booklet-April-to-September-2025-1.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DYaIk-4dRJa1tETWNr3okw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bBKc64PhTayNfKPk5dTmtw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oOhWnWN7QHG8NFORSDSbDw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2hLOAfdpTGOPPRd-fp6SAw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-dSfoYR-TAurK1yFYhgr6A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KlNBoGS0RfO4Ls5R4xwulg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0V3CSDGiTuuv12Ic940N0A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_er7IOLoFT-eiq4DT98n5xA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d5nS2WgrS-WDnnYsLBmZ2g
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/64cc1476-85a9-475f-9653-7a8581ae7ef0@157763cc-0e42-48ca-893b-db9f7b6229ff
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g2amcgLdSBy-0cODB0NirA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BLn4SkIVRf2f6qP_Uzj3zw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Lxw5mN7jSLmsINsMlnDawg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_e_Ruv5W1QkaQGxCLZJ8Q4Q
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vVbpmQA0QiKGT8xSOOxfiw


YLCA TRAINING PROGRAMME
November 2025 - January 2026

Beyond the Basics: Improve your skills as an
Experienced Clerk (ODF)
Cost: £54.60 or £27.30 with small council
bursary
face to face session below, at York House,
Tadcaster LS24 9JF 
Tuesday 25 November, 9.30am to 12.30pm
E-mail: admin@yorkshirelca.gov.uk for a
booking form for the face to face session.

Equality and Diversity, meeting the council’s
legal and ethical responsibilities, Daniel
Purchese, Breakthrough Communications
(ODF/CDF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary 
Tuesday 25 November, 1.00pm to 3.00pm

An introduction to the Basic Planning System,
Andrew Towlerton, Planning Consultant
(ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £13.70 with small council
bursary
Wednesday 26 November, 7.00pm to 8.30pm
Wednesday 7 January, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

CCTV and Data Protection: A Practical Guide
for Local Councils, Daniel Purchese,
Breakthrough Communications (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary
Tuesday 2 December, 7.00pm to 9.00pm

ODF = Officer Development Framework; CDF = Councillor Development Framework
further information available on the YLCA Website, Free to register for either ODF

or CDF

Chairing Skills - Confident chairing, lead with
clarity and purpose (CDF) 
Cost: £73.00 or £36.50 with small council
bursary
Thursday 4 December, 10.00am to 3.00pm
there will be a break between 12.00pm and
1.00pm

An introduction to s106 Agreements and
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) James
Wilson, Director Planning and Development
Services  (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £13.70 with small council
bursary
Tuesday 9 December, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3n12c8UyT4-MykkZahRh9Q
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oPY7GKddTOGqcg8Krb-wIA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hAc1V0JCQkCsb0yqFibncg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HJym2fBTRa6IoWbijeZQTA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FSd2YJAeQqeAyF1vd4hjSw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yNdwMblrTLyddS2Z-yhk-g


YLCA TRAINING PROGRAMME
November 2025 - January 2026

Transparency Code, Agenda and Minutes: Get
it Right for Smaller Councils (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £16.70 with small council
bursary
Tuesday 6 January, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

How to manage local council assets
(ODF/CDF)
Cost:£27.40 or £16.70 with small council
bursary
Thursday 8 January, 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Public Rights of Way (PROW) (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £16.70 with small council
bursary
Tuesday 13 January, 1.30pm to 3.00pm

Committees made clear: Managing structures
and roles (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £327.40 or £13.70 with small council
bursary
Wednesday 14 January, 9.30am to 11.00am

Off to a Flying Start Part 1 (ODF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary
Wednesday 14 January, 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Only book onto part 1 if you are booking onto
a part 2 session

Off to a Flying Start Part 2 (ODF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary
Tuesday 20 January, 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Only book onto part 2 if you have attended a
part 1 session previously

ODF = Officer Development Framework; CDF = Councillor Development Framework
further information available on the YLCA Website, Free to register for either ODF

or CDF

Data Protection and UK GDPR Compliance
(ODF/CDF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary
Thursday 15 January, 7.00pm to 9.00pm

How to apply for a grant and what funding is
available to local councils (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £36.50 or £18.25 with small council
bursary
Wednesday 21 January, 1.00pm to 3.00pm

Success Through Strategy: Why your council
needs a forward plan (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £16.70 with small council
bursary 
Wednesday 21 January, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

Business Continuity Planning - what to do in
an emergency! (ODF/CDF)
Cost: £27.40 or £16.70 with small council
bursary
Thursday 22 January, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

Casual Vacancies - how to manage council
vacancies lawfully
Cost: £27.40 or £16.70 with small council
bursary
Thursday 29 January, 7.00pm to 8.30pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_beij9f9BR_elcYZDJ5iXQg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2GrZ6KE1QnK9t0ifrh3LVw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QADeaY2hR5qAr2rd98ALkw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_u0PCitHFQdOrJlTF5QuFDA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xYqDG31oRLykr9tZpIsY-Q
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z7c_L3llRAK6SqyggJ-uIg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gt6J1eCeRs-I5JKNsM6bWw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6FU6Sln5T5COJ5Nz1yJKiA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SKEChAtGQp-F9PO3lGL8dQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BPt9j_6hQ7edmh52Faw8Tg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pV4CuzVcRwWY50B-VIXcUQ


YLCA TRAINING PROGRAMME
November 2025 - January 2026

ODF = Officer Development Framework; CDF = Councillor Development Framework
further information available on the YLCA Website, Free to register for either ODF

or CDF

Various Finance Related Webinar Training Courses by the Parkinson
Partnership are included below (some November and December
dates too). Each session is £35.00. To book a place please email
admin@yorkshirelca.gov.uk as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment as places are limited.

BUDGETING
Thursday, 6 November 10.00am

FINANCE FOR COUNCILLORS
Tuesday, 4 November 6.30pm
Tuesday, 25 November 10.00am
Thursday, 11 December 10.00am

INTERNAL CONTROLS
Wednesday, 10 December 10.00am

THE ROLE OF INTERNAL AUDIT
Wednesday, 19 November 10.00am

PROCUREMENT
Thursday, 27 November 10.00am

INTRODUCTION TO VAT 
Free for 6 months
Tuesday, 20 January 2026 10.00am
Thursday, 26 February 2026 10.00am

NEW CLERKS FINANCE
Tuesday, 4 November 10.00am
Tuesday, 16 December 10.00am



YLCA TRAINING PROGRAMME
October to December 2025

To book a place on a course all information and registration links are available above or on the
YLCA Website.

Registration
Please ensure that you:

 have the approval of the council to attend YLCA training.
 register well in advance to secure your place (some sessions fill up very quickly) and ensure
the e-mail  address provided is accurate when registering.
 For all webinar training please:
 Include the name of the council so that an invoice can be issued to the council and whether
you are a councillor or officer.
 retain the confirmation e-mail automatically generated by zoom upon registration as this
contains the link to join the webinar.  Please keep this safe. If you do not receive the
confirmation e-mail please contact us at admin@yorkshirelca.gov.uk. You will also receive
reminder e-mails directly via Zoom one week beforehand and a day beforehand.
join the session at least 5 minutes before the start time as all webinars will start promptly.
the presentation and handouts will be e-mailed to delegates after the session and an invoice
will be issued to the council.

If less than five people register for a training session, it may be cancelled (anyone registered for a
cancelled webinar or face-to-face training session will be advised of the cancellation by e-mail).
If less than ten people register for free clerks or councillors discussion forums, it will be cancelled.

Small Council Bursary
Councils with a gross income less than £6,000 per annum are entitled to a discount of 50% to
encourage them to access training. If the Council qualifies for this, please let us know via e-mail
and attach a copy of the last completed Annual Return. We will then invoice the Council with the
relevant discounted amount.

Cancellation: 
If you are unable to attend a training session and do not cancel the registration, the council will
be charged. Therefore, please cancel your booking as soon as you realise you will be unable to
attend, this will allow someone else to take the place. Please read the YLCA Cancellation Policy
for terms and conditions.
If you cannot attend and wish to cancel, please refer to our cancellation and refund policy. 

https://www.yorkshirelca.gov.uk/training-and-events/
mailto:admin@yorkshirelca.gov.uk
https://www.yorkshirelca.gov.uk/member_resource/16665/Cancellation-and-Refund-Policy-Sept-2025.pdf
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