WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSE (F&GP)
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Date: Tuesday 15™ July

Time: 5.30 pm

Location: School room, Town Hall
Present: Clir Connor Mulhall (Chair)

Clir Paul Bradley

Clir Harry Chapman
Clir Norma Harrington
Clir Stuart Newcombe
Clir Neil O’Byrne

Clir Dawn Payne

Clir Dean Buckle

In attendance: Dianne Rickaby, Town Clerk

Apologies
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
Dean Buckle (personal).

Declarations of interests.
Non declared

Exclusion of the press and public.

It was RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings)
Act 1960 as amended — because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted - the meeting be not open to the public during the
session of item 4.

Complaint in respect of the tender process for the replacement of the railings at Garden of Rest
Councillor Mulhall welcomed the complainant to the meeting and explained the process that would be
followed in accordance with the Council’s Complaints Procedure.

The complainant was given the time to outline and explain their concerns to the committee members,
some of which were:

The tender process was not carried out correctly, the complainant expected a format that allowed a
points system to be utilised for marking the tender thoroughly which would advise which areas didn’t
meet the specification adequately.

Their tender came in £ 2000 cheaper than the awarded business. As a Wetherby resident and
business, they had hoped that you would be awarded the contract.

Concerns raised about lack of positivity around previous work carried out.

Communication process to be reviewed and be delivered in a timely manner.

The Town Clerk spoke to the contents of the report circulated to Members and the complainant prior to
the meeting, explained the Town Council’s position and answered questions from Members and the
complainant.
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The complainant left the meeting at this point.

The committee discussed the complaint and concerns in great depth; the following recommendations were
made:

It was RESOLVED

The decision made by Full Council on 10" June 2025 to accept the recommendations of the Property
Committee on 12" May 2025 to award the contract to tenderer number 1 be upheld.

Recommendations:
Committee members discussed the following measures to be implemented.
e The Clerk to draft a letter of apology to complainant regarding the lack of communication of advising
the outcome of the tender process and the complainant is welcome to tender for future work with

Wetherby Town Council and all projects are based on its own merits and requirements for that work.

¢ Recommendation to be made to Council for the review of the tender process. Identifying any
required improvements.

o The Clerk to deliver appropriate training to be delivered to staff members in relation to
communication, and associated publications into the public domain.

No further business was discussed and the meeting closed at 6.23 pm. These minutes were prepared
by Dianne Rickaby, Town Clerk

Signed ClIr Connor Mulhall
Chairof F& G P



