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Markets Committee – 20th November 2025 

 

Date: Thursday 20th November 2025   
Time: 3:00pm 
Location:   Ballroom, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE 
 
Present:   Councillor Bradley (Chair) 
  Councillor Buckle 
  Councillor Lavocah 
  Councillor Riddell 
   
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
 Communications and Events Officer 
 Town Clerk (from 3:49pm, until 4:16pm) 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Moss. 
 

2. Declarations of interests - None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members' Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None.  

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 
4. Minutes.  

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on Thursday 21st August 
2025, as approved at Full Council on Tuesday 14th October 2025, be received. 

 
5. Matters arising from the minutes. 

The committee discussed the operation of the markets two regular operators and NOTED that it was 
discussed on 21st August 2025 that no two markets would be held on the same weekend unless 
previously agreed by both operators.  

 
6. Continental Market. 

It was NOTED that the Continental Market had unexpectedly bad weather resulting in some no shows 
from traders and a low footfall overall. However, the Continental Market operator is still keen to trial 
Wetherby again and get a better understanding of if it’s a viable long-term placement.  
 
The operator proposed a date of 28th-31st May 2026 for the next Continental Market.  
 
The committee discussed balancing the wants of local businesses and the public, noting that each had 
differing priorities for the Town, and considered that the committee had to weigh the results of the 
markets survey heavily in their decision in allowing the Continental Market to proceed. 
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It was NOTED that local businesses and traders had been invited to the Continental Market however 
received a report that the email address previously provided by the operator had not worked. Councillor 
Lavocah agreed to act as a liaison between the operator and businesses interested in taking part in the 
Continental Market going forward. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to accept the May dates proposed, begin exploring an 
October date, and renegotiate the market fee to account for the proposed additional 4th day of retail but 
for the Communications and Events Officer to proceed with the previously agreed £750, if required. 

 
7. Market boards. 

The committee NOTED that the new boards had been accounted for in the 2026/27 budget and would 
be acquired in the new year. 

 
8. Social media insights. 

The statistics for October were unable to be received due to staff leave. It was NOTED that along with 
the Welcome to Wetherby Facebook insights, the Markets Committee Facebook insights will now be 
delivered quarterly to provide a wider time frame of statistics and a better understanding of patterns of 
engagement. 

 
9. Budget requirements. 

*The Town Clerk joined the meeting at 3:49pm, leaving the meeting at 4:16pm* 
 
The Town Clerk gave an update on the budget for the 2026/27 financial year, following the budgets 
working group meeting held on the 30th October 2025. It was NOTED that £1000 from the Welcome to 
Wetherby budget will be moved to Markets budget for the purposes of operating market events, 
including the 2026 ‘6’ Weeks of Summer market event. The budget will also account for the new market 
stall boards and will no longer include NABMA membership. 

 
Another £750 is expected to come into the budget from the Continental Market fee. 
 

10. Items for information – None. 
 
11. Date of next Markets Committee meeting. 

It was NOTED that as the meeting in December is expected to inquorate, the next meeting date will be 
confirmed at the Full Council meeting on Tuesday 9th December 2025. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 4:21pm.  
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk. 
 


