
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
7PM ON TUESDAY ON 11th NOVEMBER 2025 IN  

THE COURT ROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman  
    Cllr N Harrington  

Cllr M Nicholson 
    Cllr N O’Byrne  

Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor & Chair) 
 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr E Smith 

Cllr Alex Riddell 
  
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 

Cllr K Knight 
Cllr J Lavocah 

     
In Attendance:  Town Clerk 
 Assistant Clerk 
  
 Ward Councillors Lamb, and Stables. 

6 members of the public 
 

144 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public. 

 Not later than 7.15pm. 

 

Street parking - A member of the public reported that virtual parking permits are now 

available and expressed their concern for the number of cars that do not have their 

permits easily visible. Ward Cllr Lamb to raise query with Leeds City Council. The member 

also gave an update on works to install pollution monitors. 

 

Road Safety Group – it was reported that despite repeated promises to erect barriers on 

the road outside of Sainsburys, the barriers still have not been erected and there 

continues to be an issue with vehicles parking on the zigzagged markings. Ward 

Councillor Lamb alongside the members of the Road Safety group to raise this issue at 

the next Full Council meeting in Leeds.  

 

Women’s Safe Space – A member of the public, who was standing for election for the 

councillor vacancy in West Ward, attended the meeting to introduce themselves and 

report their actions in setting up a Women’s Safe Space.  

 

 Assistant Clerk left the meeting at 7:11pm, returning at 7:12pm. 

 

The mayor thanked members of public for their attendance. 
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145 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors 
 
  Cllr Stables 

• Reported on a support group at St James Church Centre held every fourth Tuesday 
of the month, 11am-12:30pm. 

• Reminder that the Miller Homes Consultation is taking place on the 11th November 
2025, with an outline application expected to be submitted in February/March 2026.  

 
Cllr Lamb  

• HMO North Street – Has requested to attend plans panel on this application. 
• Raised that he has received regular reports of parking issues which have been 

caused by residents and visitors attempting to avoid parking charges at the 
Wilderness and station car parks. Lobbying the council to revisit the decision to install 
the parking charges. 

• Rosedene Farm – Reported that agencies are aware and are taking concerns 
regarding Rosedene Farm seriously. Requested that any member of the public with 
dashcam footage or evidence of the danger posed to the road by works to Rosedene 
Farm be sent to him.  

 
Cllr Harrington 

• Reported on the newly launched Business Watch. Over 300 letters have been sent 
to local businesses, with some responding expressing interest. Crime Prevention 
Officer attended the last Business Watch meeting. 

 
146 25-26 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations. 

Cllr O’Byrne declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 154 25-26 due to being part of 
Wetherby High School’s governing board. – Proposed by Cllr Knight, seconded by Cllr 
Bradley, ACCEPTED. 
 

147 25-26 Apologies 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillors Newcombe and Payne. 

 

148 25-26 Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 14th October 2025. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was  

       RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the amended minutes be approved and 

signed as a true record by the mayor. 

 

149 25-26       Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

*2 members of the public and Ward Councillor Stables left the meeting at 7:28pm* 

 

150 25-26 Mayor’s update 

• Remembrance Day - Extended his thanks to the team members in the Town Hall, 
Town Council, and all the organisations that made the 2025 Remembrance Day event 
possible.  

• Charity Run – Reported on a charity run they will be participating in to raise funds for 
York Mind. Sponsorship details are available on the mayors Facebook page and 
thanks were given to those who have already donated. 

 

151 25-26 Town Clerk’s update report  

• Reminded the council that election polling is ending at 10pm on the 11th November 
and that the new Councillor for West Ward would be announced soon.  

• Remembrance Day Service – Gave a report on an issue at the Remembrance Day 
service. Notably, there was an issue with the PA System that resulted in many visitors 
being unable to hear the service. The company that supplied the PA system has 
issued an apology which has been shared on the Council’s social media pages.  
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• Reported on a complainant regarding Bonfire Night. Clerk currently writing to 
complainant. 

• Bonfire Night – Reported that the Bonfire Night event was delivered well and has 
been well received overall. The Clerk is responding to some final enquiries that arose 
from the event. 

   

152 25-26  Financial Reports/updates    

a) List of Payments 

It was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 61 payments, 

totalling £82,878.24, as scrutinised by the Budgets and Governance Committee 

and detailed in appendix 1 from page 4347 be approved. 

b) Financial Regulations 
Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Smith, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the amended Financial 
Regulations, as outlined in item 127 25-26 d of the meeting of the 14th October, 
be accepted. 
The amended regulations can be found on the Town Council website. 

 
 153 25-26 Budgets & Governance Committee 

  Following a Proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Budgets & Governance 

Committee meeting held on the 14th October 2025 be accepted. The minutes can be found as 

appendix 2 from page 4350. 

  

154 25-26     Planning & Development 
a) Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 29th September 2025. 

Following a proposal by Cllr Knight, seconded by Cllr Moss, it was RESOLVED by a 
unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 
the 29th September 2025 be accepted and can be found as appendix 3 from page 4352. 
 

b) Wetherby High School – 25/05691/FU/C. 
The committee scrutinised documents for planning application 25/05691/FU/C which 
relates to redevelopment of Wetherby High School on Hallfield Lane. Following a 
proposal by Cllr Harrington, seconded by Cllr Moss, it was RESOLVED that Wetherby 
Town Council wishes to express support for this application and recommend the 
approval of this vital infrastructure. 

 
155 25-26 Welcome to Wetherby  

The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on the 14th October 2025 were 
RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 4 from page 4356. 

 
156 25-26  Property 

a) Minutes of the Property Committee held 29th September 2025. 
Following a proposal by Cllr Bradley, seconded by Cllr O’Byrne, it was RESOLVED by a 
unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Property Committee meeting held on 
the 29th September 2025 be accepted and can be found as appendix 5 from page 4359. 
 

b) Parish Paths Partnership Scheme – Survey Schedule 
Councillors were asked to advise the Clerk if they wish to take part in P3 survey training 
and to collect a map of any definitive paths they are able to survey as part of the Parish 
Paths Partnership Scheme.  
 

c) Definitive Map Modification Order Application – Sandbeck Lane 
The notification of decision meeting taking place on the 27th November 2025 for the 
Definitive Map Modification Order application at Sandbeck Lane was NOTED.  
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157 25-26  Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 
a) Police matters. 

Cllr Harrington reported that a police representative is based in the library on the first 
Tuesday of the month for members of the public to raise reports of anti-social 
behavior within the area.  
Officers will continue to patrol Sandringham Park, alongside other areas that have 
been highlighted as requiring more regular patrols. 
 

b) PACT update information September 2025 
Councillor received this information and no concerns arose. 
 

158 25-26 Highways 
Information on future highway works was RECEIVED and NOTED. 

 
159 25- 26 Correspondence  

a) Better Wetherby Newsletter 
Better Wetherby’s September Newsletter was RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 

b) YLCA Training Program for November 2025 to January 2026. 
Correspondence from the Yorkshire Local Council’s Association on upcoming training 
programs was RECEIVED and NOTED. 

 
  160 25-26 Exclusion of Press and Public 

Following a proposal by Cllr O’Byrne, seconded by Cllr Harrington, it was RESOLVED by a 

unanimous show of hands to close the meeting for agenda item 161 – staffing matters due to 

the confidentiality of this item as per the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) act 1960. 

 

161 25-26 Update on staffing matters  
 The Clerk gave an update on current staffing matters. 
 
 Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Harrington, seconded by Cllr Chapman, it 

was RESOLVED by a show of 8 hands for, none against, and 4 abstentions, that the 
confidential report from the Town Clerk be accepted.  

 
 The Clerk also reported on upcoming interviews for the caretaker position.  
 

  162 25-26 Next ordinary meeting to be confirmed as being on the 9th of December 2025 – NOTED. 
Items for consideration to be submitted to the Clerk by 2nd December 2025 – NOTED. 

 
Meeting was closed at 7.51pm 
Minutes were recorded and prepared by Dianne Rickaby, Town Clerk, and the Assistant Clerk. 
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LIST OF PAYMENTS 
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APPENDIX 2 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

BUDGETS & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
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Date:   Tuesday 14th October 2025 

Time:   5.30 pm  

Location:   The Court Room, Town Hall, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillor Mulhall (Mayor), Councillor O’Byrne, and Councillor Newcombe 

(Chair) Cllr Bradley & Cllr Lavocah. 

   

In attendance: Town Clerk and RFO, Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies – were received and approved from Councillor D Payne.  
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None.  
 

3. Minutes 
It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the notes taken of the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting 
held on 9th September 2025 (inquorate). 
 

4. Request from Cllrs Bradley and Lavocah to be considered as members of the Budgets & 
Governance Committee – To replace Cllr Frame and to have a reserve in place (recommendation to 
Full Council from this committee). It was RESOLVED that both Cllrs Bradley and Lavocah be brought 
into the committee. 

     

5. Payments. 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 10th September 2025 
and 14th October 2025. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2184 – Eibe £ 34,033.20 (Sandringham Park) 

• Transaction 2164 - Clifford Cooper - £29,142.66 (Boiler Town Hall) 

• Transaction 2159 – Yorkshire gas and power – £23.97 Weir lights 
 

Multiuse card transactions: 

• Transaction 2190 – Johnson Cleaners (Laundry uniforms cleaning)- £185.15 

• Transaction 2195 - Mobile phone accessories (new covers) - £18.00 
 
It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments to be made. 
 

6. Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 10th September and 14th October 2025 
in line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
 
The following receipts were checked: 

• Transaction 420 – GE Hartley -£ 2126.30 

• Transaction 414 – Sum up – Proof of life certificate 
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          It was RESOLVED that the checks on the receipts were carried out effectively and received. 

 

At this point it was requested that a radiator be installed in Clerk’s office as part of the boiler installation 

at a cost of £800 + VAT. It was RESOLVED that the radiator be installed and cost approved. 

 

Committee agreed to review and approve Town Hall payments in the absence of a Town Hall Committee.  

 

The following payments were checked: 

• PPL PRS (music license) - £246.85 

• Number 9 Services Limited (leak repairs) - £40.00 
 

7. Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Council’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements for the 
month of September 2025. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved 
and countersigned by the Clerk & RFO. 
 

8. Budget Comparison. 
Members RECEIVED and CONSIDERED an updated budget comparison report.  
Committee members discussed impending budget preparation, and the Clerk advised that she contact 
all Chairs of the committees to get together to commence the budget preparation. 
Clerk gave a brief overview of the budget outturn as of October 2025 
 
It was RESOLVED that the report be received and accepted. 
 

9 Notification from Leeds City Council Electoral Services. 
The Clerk advised that she had received a letter outlining the increases in charges for electoral 

administration. This is in line with the Local Government pay award. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the committee agree to the increases. 

 

10 Committee to agree/approve to the exclusion of press and public for item 11 – Committee 
unanimously agreed to exclude press and public for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

11 Update from Finance Assistant – (contract review) The committee reviewed the contract and agreed 
to the request made that an increase be granted in the contract. This will be reviewed in April 2027. 

 
12 Committee to review delegation scheme -The Chairman outlined a proposal for the delegation to the 

Clerk to spend on daily management of the council, this currently stands at £1000 as per Financial 
Regulations. 
It was suggested that to keep in line with the FR that the Clerk be delegated to spend up to £2999 on 
any one item to ensure streamlined process to manage. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be given authority to spend £2999 on any one item to ensure 
streamlined processes of management. 

 
13 Next meeting – To be confirmed as being on Tuesday 11th November 2025. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6.31pm 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Town Clerk 
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Date:    Monday 29th September 2025 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ. 

 

Present:     Councillor Chapman 

   Councillor Knight 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Payne (Chair) 

Councillor Nicholson 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 

1 member of the public (until 5:11pm) 
 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Bradley. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 

3. Public Participation. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

A member of the public enquired about the outcome of Planning Enforcement’s investigations into 

application 24/06155/FU relating to the installation of a bin store at 1 Market Place. 

 

In the interests of timekeeping, it was proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED to move to item 8 of the 

agenda at 5:08pm, returning to item 3 at 5:18pm. 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 8th September 
2025, be accepted. 
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5. Consultations on planning applications. 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications subject to the proposals 

meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable 

Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved. 

 

5.1 25/04194/FU | Change of use application from a dwelling to child care facility | 11 Calder 
Close Wetherby LS22 7UW 
It as NOTED this application had been withdrawn and no longer required to be consultation on. 
 

5.2 25/04982/LI | Listed building consent for change of use to public house involving 
external alterations including demolition of existing conservatory, single storey rear 
extension, alterations to openings and window detailing, addition of plant to roof; 
internal alterations including revised internal layout consisting of removal of walls and 
addition of walls, alterations to internal features including flooring, walling and ceiling, 
removal of existing staircase and addition of plant and associated infrastructure; 
amendments to boundary treatments and erection of new pergola and bin store to rear; 
reinstatement of barrel drop | Sant Angelo High Street Wetherby 
Following consideration of the documents provided, it was RESOLVED that there are no 
objections to this application subject to the proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements 
and guidance in the Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to 
ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved, and subject to any historically 
important features within and nature of the building being appropriately preserved. 
 

5.3 25/04618/FU | Demolition of existing rear extension, erection of single storey side and 
rear link extension to garage, fenestration alteration to garage side, conversion of garage 
to habitable rooms. | 20 Sandbeck Close Wetherby LS22 7UA 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the above application subject to the 
proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow 
Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved. 
 

5.4 25/05181/FU | First floor front extension to replace dormer window | 8 Ashburn Close 
Wetherby LS22 5RB 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved. 
 

5.5 25/05159/LI | Listed building application for internal works associated with formation of a 
new opening to internal wall | 27 High Street And 2 Cross Street Wetherby LS22 6LR 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved, and subject to any historically important features of the building being 
appropriately preserved. 
 

5.6 25/05229/FU | Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans), 11 (cycle parking), 12 (EV 
chargers) and 13 (off site highway works) to previously approved application 
21/05225/FU (Erection of petrol filling station with ancillary shop and food outlet, car 
wash, electric charge points, air and water lines, ATM, underground fuel tanks and 
parking) to accommodate various design, layout and parking provision changes and 
conditions reworded | Land Off Privas Way Wetherby LS22 6RN 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved. 
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5.7 25/05278/FU | Demolition of existing single storey extension; single storey rear 
extension; conversion of garage to habitable room; new door to side at ground floor; 
new decking to rear | 19 Don Avenue Wetherby LS22 7UG 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved. 
 

5.8 25/04426/FU | Removal of existing canopy and forming of entrance vestibule, alterations 
including raised steps to garden | Stonedene Lodge 17 Stonedene Park Wetherby 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to any historically 
important features of the building being appropriately preserved, and amendments being in 
keeping with the character of the building. 
 

5.9 25/05422/FU | Demolition of existing garage; new garage to front | 11 Linton Road 
Wetherby LS22 6SD 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved. 
 

5.10 25/05429/FU | Part two storey, part single storey rear extension; garage conversion to 
habitable room space, windows replacing garage door, brick work to match existing and 
extension link between detached garage and main house | 61 Glebe Field Drive Wetherby 
LS22 6WF 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved. 

 

5.11 Any other applications received for consideration since Monday 22nd September 2025 – None. 
 

6. To receive other planning applications. 
The below applications were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
6.1 25/05047/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by conditions 5 (Land 

contamination), 17 (Cycle and motorcycle parking and facilities), 34 (Ground levels) and 
40 (Plant and equipment) of Planning Application 23/01507/FU | Mercure Hotel Leeds 
Road Collingham Wetherby LS22 5HE 
 

6.2 25/05305/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by condition 8 (Construction 
Environmental Management Plan) and 15 (Construction Method Statement) of Planning 
Application 23/01507/FU | Mercure Hotel Leeds Road Collingham Wetherby LS22 5HE 
 

7. Applications for works to trees.  
Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012  

The below applications for works to trees were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 

7.1 25/05288/TR | T1 Conifer - Remove due to being diseased. We have been advised that the 
disease may affect some of our other conifers. T2 Hawthorn - Remove as tree has died. To 
receive updates from planning authorities. | 2 Cooper Road Wetherby LS22 6RX 
 

7.2 25/05431/TR | T1 Beech - To remove lowest limb towards the neighbouring property, to 
reduce the lopsided and excessive weight of the canopy in that direction. To lessen the 
risk of limb tree failure. Remove epicormic growth from the stem up to the height of the 
lowest limb to allow more light beneath the canopy. T2 Beech - To remove the lowest 3 
branches which are overhanging the neighbouring property and the area where the cars 
are parked | 4 The Spinney Wetherby LS22 6SH 
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7.3 25/05364/TR | Oak and Beech (overhanging from council land): Draw back branches over 

hanging boundary back to suitable growth points up to boundary and no more. | Rear Of 
Broadacre Shaw Barn Lane Wetherby LS22 6HF 
 

8. To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and  
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications/. 
 
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED the outcome of Planning Enforcement’s investigations into 
planning application 24/06155/FU for the installation of a bin store. It was NOTED that the erected bin 
store has been “reduced in height so that it does not exceed 2m” and, as it is “reasonably well set back 
from the pavement to the public highway”, has been allowed under permitted development. 
 
1 member of the public left the meeting at 5:11pm. 

 

9. 25/02220/EIAMAJ - MOTO Wetherby Motorway Service area. 
The committee RECEIVED documents for application number 25/02220/EIAMAJ which relates to the 
development of new heavy goods vehicle (HGV) and electric HGV (eHGV) parking bays, ancillary 
equipment, a primary substation, a new access route from the existing service area, landscaping and 
associated works. 

 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the changes outlined in this 
application subject to the proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the 
‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD’ to ensure that the highest 
standards of eco-efficiency are achieved. 
 

10. Items for information – None. 
 

11. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 5:00pm. 

Location to be confirmed. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:39pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Date:    Tuesday 14th October 2025 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle (Chair) 
   Councillor Harrington 

Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Nicholson 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk 
   Facilities Officer 
   Member J. Kent  
   Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports Association 

1 member of the public 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies – None. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
 
2. Declarations of interest – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

A member of the public attended the meeting to request support for the revitalisation of the Wetherby 
Show, as discussed under item 10. 
 
In the interests of timekeeping, the committee moved to item 10, returning to item 4 after. 

 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 9th 
September 2025 be accepted. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
 
6. New member. 

A member of the public requested to become a non-councillor member of Welcome to Wetherby. It was 
RESOLVED to welcome the member upon completion of new member forms. 
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7. 2025 Bonfire Night event. 
 

7.1. 2025 Bonfire night budget. 
The Town Clerk updated the committee on the budget for the 2025 Bonfire Night event. Notably, 
they are awaiting final details including finalised TicketSource numbers. Final outturn to be 
reported on post-event. 
 

7.2. Event arrangements. 
The committee noted that Public Liability Insurance (PLI) and hygiene certificates for collaborating 
organisations and businesses were being collected, and details for Security Industry Authority 
licenced members (SIA’s) attending the bonfire, and organisation of the bonfire’s wood collection, 
were being finalised. 
 
The committee also discussed steward membership for the bonfire. It was it AGREED to raise 
the item at the next meeting of the Full Council to confirm councillor attendance at the event.  

 
7. Events Survey. 

It was NOTED that Leeds Beckett University have put together a team to administer the student’s 
events survey project ready for the following term and will be updating the council in the coming months 
on project details. 

 
8. Social media and communication. 

Following on from discussions of the last Welcome to Wetherby meeting, Councillor Nicholson 
queried how social media statistics are utilised, whether social media trends and demographic 
targeting are used, and how the statistics influence future posts.  
 
It was NOTED that the Town Clerk was unable to access those details at this time, however the 
queries would be raised with the appropriate staff and brought back to a future meeting. 

 
9. Wetherby Show. 

A member of the public presented their idea to re-establish the annual Wetherby Show and requested 
Welcome to Wetherby’s support for the event. 
 
The committee expressed support for the event, however voiced concern that the event originally 
discontinued due to lack of funding and voluntary support.  
 
Following a discussion on potential venues and community groups who may be interested in taking part 
in the event, it was AGREED that the committee is inclined to support the event in some form following 
further information and requested to remain an interested party. 
 

10. New events for 2026/7. 
A request to consider what events are planned for the 2026/7 municipal year was received. It was noted 
that, as discussed under item 8, that a new summer event is in planning which will be informed by the 
public events survey to be undertaken by students at Leeds Beckett University. The new summer event 
is planned to be added to the council’s annual events offering alongside, but not limited to, the annual 
Bonfire event, Remembrance Day events, Civic Service, Christmas events including the Window 
Dressing and Jubilee Awards, and market events held throughout the year. However, as the results of 
the survey are not expected until March, the resulting large summer event is not expected to be 
delivered until 2027. The committee considered proposals for a temporary 2026 event and options for 
joint working with local organisations while the 2027 summer event is under development, however no 
decision was made at this time. 
 
The Vice President of Wetherby Bulldogs and member of Wetherby Sports Association updated on two 
community events being organised by Wetherby Sports Association and the committee discussed other 
community events being offered including ‘Leeds 400’ which is currently calling for plans to celebrate 
its 400th year anniversary of being awarded its first Royal City Charter. 
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Following a lengthy discussion, it was AGREED that committee members collate event ideas for 
consideration at the following meeting. 
 

11. 2025 Christmas Events – Deferred. 
 

12. Budget requirements. 
Due to time constraints, it was AGREED to defer item 13 to the following meeting. Town Clerk to provide 
staffing and event capacity information at the following meeting. 
 

13. Items for information. 
Councillor Smith provided an update on arrangements for the Wetherby & District Royal British Legion’s 
(RBL) poppy launch on Thursday 23rd October 2025. 

 
14. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

It was NOTED that the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th November 
2025. 

 

  
The meeting closed at 5:33pm. 
These minutes were recorded by the Facilities Officer and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
 

 



 

APPENDIX 5 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
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Date:    Monday 29th September 2025 

Time:   5:40 pm  

Location:   Wetherby Methodist Church, Bank Street, Wetherby, LS22 6NQ.  

 

Present:  Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor O’Byrne 

Councillor Payne 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk 

Assistant Clerk 

Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Due to the absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor O’Byrne act as Chair for the duration of 

the meeting. 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Bradley, Councillor Mulhall and Councillor Newcombe. 

 
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 

The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 4th August 2025, as approved at Full 
Council on Tuesday 9th September 2025, were RECEIVED.  

 

5. Items arising from the last meeting. 
 
5.1 Raby Park maintenance. 

The Facilities Officer reported that works to the shared road alongside Raby Park had been 
completed. 
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6. Greenspaces and recreational areas. 
 
6.1 Memorial Benches. 

The committee received and considered a report for the implementation of shared memorial 
benches. This would provide an option to help to reduce the individual cost to each person looking 
to purchase a memorial bench and increase the availability of memorial bench options.  
 
It was NOTED that there is currently a waiting list of members interested in purchasing a memorial 
bench.  
 
Noted slight amendment to cost considerations, while the initial cost of the bench is covered by 
the purchaser/s, ongoing maintenance costs would be covered by the council. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the implementation of shared memorial benches be approved. 
 

6.2 Paths. 
It was NOTED that the condition of the public paths in Millennium Field and Scaur Bank have 
started to deteriorate.  
 
The gravel path towards the bottom of Scaur Bank has been damaged, in part by tree roots 
growing into the path. It has been advised to patch the damaged section, to make it safe, while 
the Facilities Officer investigates options for a long-term fix. 
 
A section of path under one of the benches on the south side of Millennium Field has also eroded 
and become muddy. The path does not pose a danger but will require maintenance to ensure its 
longevity.  
 
It was NOTED that these paths may be included under the P3 agreement. Facilities Officer to 
confirm. 
 
Following a discussion, I was RESOLVED that, subject to further cost investigations, that 
delegated authority be given to the Clerk and Facilities Officer to proceed with maintenance of 
the above paths in line with the financial regulations. 
 

6.3 Signage. 
Following a report that a horse had been ridden through Scaur Bank from the Ings, Leeds City 
Council have confirmed that there is a bylaw in place that disallows the riding of horses on Scaur 
Bank and the Ings. 
 
The Facilities Officer reported that the current information boards on Scaur Bank is out of date. It 
was suggested to update the board with up-to-date information and a warning for horse riders of 
the active bylaw. 
 
It was queried if signs could be installed on the bridge between the Ings and Scaur Bank and 
noted that the bridge was the property of Leeds City Council and would require their permission. 
 
It was also raised that singular reports have been raised at Millennium field, whereby cyclists 
have been riding down the path from Harland way at high speeds since the A frames were 
removed from the entrance of Millennium Field. It was proposed to install a sign at the entrance 
of Millenium field asking cyclists to be considerate of pedestrians.  
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Facilities 
Officer to pursue costings for the options above discussed and proceed with installing adequate 
signage at Scaur Bank and Millennium Field subject to its adherence with the Financial 
Regulations. 
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6.4 Shaw Barn Croft. 
Following a recent inspection at Shaw Barn Croft, it was queried if there was a management plan 
for future use for the site. 
 
It was NOTED that, due to restrictions outlined in the land deed, no alterations or improvements 
can be made, the land can only be maintained.  
 

6.5 Sandringham Park. 
 
6.5.1 Sandringham Park play area. 

The committee received a report on the previously vandalised xylophone interactive panel 
at Sandringham Park. It was NOTED that there was an oversight, which allowed the 
musical panel to be installed, despite the tender document requiring that no musical 
equipment should be installed. The committee were asked to consider a non-musical 
alterative. 
 
Due to the size of this panel, it cannot be replaced with most other interactive panels 
available for purchase, however a porthole window could be installed as an alternative. 
EIBE has confirmed that they are unable to replace the panel for a different panel free-of-
charge however they have quoted £724.04 for the supply of the porthole window. 
Installation would be undertaken by the council’s grounds maintenance contractor.  
 
It was also raised that while EIBE cannot offer a part exchange on the damaged panel, it 
can quote to repair the panel so that it can be used at other sites, however it is unlikely 
that we will be able to use the panel at other sites. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to proceed with the porthole panel at a cost of 
£724.04 excluding VAT and that authority be given to the Clerk to resolve any other 
matters relating to the play area which cannot be delayed until the next Property 
Committee meeting. 
 

6.5.2 Sandringham Park hedgerow. 
The committee received a proposal from the Facilities Officer to fence in the brambles and 
introduce hedgerow appropriate flora on the northwest side of Sandringham Park with an 
aim to compact the brambles, reducing unauthorised access through unpermitted 
entrances, reduce antisocial behaviour by removing blind spots in the sparse areas of 
brambles, whilst also retaining access to allow members of the public to pick fruit, as has 
been requested.  
 
Friends of Sandringham Park have given their approval for the project, and the Facilities 
Officer is looking into funding opportunities, to offset the cost of this project to the council. 
 
It was discussed that as part of this project, the exercise equipment will be removed as it 
is no longer considered safe, however, new exercise equipment could be installed at an 
alternative site on the field at a later date. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to give delegated authority to the Clerk and 
the Facilities officer to investigate costings and funding opportunities and proceed with the 
project subject to the cost to the council not exceeding the financial limit outlined in the 
Financial Regulations. Costings exceeding the limit within the Clerk’s remit may be 
presented to the committee for consideration. 
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6.6 Bridgefoot Gardens & Garden of Rest. 
 
6.6.1 Bridgefoot railings. 

It was NOTED that a quotation of £810.00 excluding VAT to fix the damaged section of 
fencing at Bridgefoot Gardens has been received. 
 
Due to the safety concerns raised, it was raised that this task is within the RFO’s remit to 
proceed with the quotation. 
 
It was RESOLVED that due to urgency to address the above safety issue, that delegated 
authority be given to the Clerk in consultation with the Facilities Officer to proceed with 
the quotation of £810.00 excluding VAT to fix the railings. 
 

6.6.2 Request to change use of council property. 
The committee received a proposal from a member of the public to change the Whittaker 
Shelter to an Ice cream parlour. It was NOTED that this proposal has been sent on a 
number of occasions. 
 
The Whittaker Shelter is currently well used by several local organisations and that a 
plaque situated within the shelter specifies its use as a refuge centre.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the proposal be rejected and that the committee will not consider 
proposals of a similar nature going forward. 
 

7. Cemetery access.  
A report detailing access improvements to the cemetery on Hallfield Lane was received. The new 
section of the cemetery is a long distance from the cemetery’s entrance on Hallfield Lane, creating 
difficulty for some visitors to access the plots in the new section. The Burials Manager requested that 
the consideration be made for creating a new public entrance on Ceres Road.  
 
The committee NOTED that the current vehicle entrance on Ceres Road is locked and only opened to 
allow vehicular access for funerals due to the risk of unauthorised vehicles entering and parking in the 
cemetery. 
 
Following a discussion, it was AGREED to explore costings for each of the proposed options for further 
consideration. 
 

8. Parish Paths Partnership Scheme. 
 
8.1 Parish Paths Partnership Scheme documents. 

The committee RECEIVED and NOTED the new Parish Path Partnership Scheme (P3) 
documents. 
The committee had no comments on the documents at this time. 
 

8.2 Survey Schedule. 
As part of the P3 agreement, annual condition survey of definitive pathways in the parish is to be 
undertaken. It was NOTED that new training was available to members who are interested in 
undertaking the survey. 
 
Following a discussion, it was AGREED to produce a clear map and information sheet of the 
paths to be surveyed and to delegate this item to Full Council to request all councillors to take 
part in the surveying of their ward before the end of the Christmas period. 
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9. Facilities Report.  
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED updates to the management of Wetherby Town Council’s  
property as recorded in the PPM tracker. Notable items include: 

• The evergreen tree in the Garden of Rest is dying. Wetherby in Bloom are considering possible 
solutions as part of the change to the Garden of Rest’s and Bridgefoot gardens’, new design. 
 

10. Budget requirements. 
It was AGREED for Councillor O’Byrne, and Councillor Payne to represent the Property Committee at 
the upcoming Budgets meeting to discuss property financial requirements for the 2026/7 financial year. 
 

11. Items for information – None. 
 

12. Next meeting. 
The next meeting of the Property Committee was confirmed as taking place on Monday 1st December 
2025. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 6:37pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk. 

 

 

 
 


