WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

Date: Monday 1t December 2025

Time: 5:30 pm

Location: Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.
Present: Councillor Bradley

Councillor Chapman
Councillor Moss

Councillor Mulhall

Councillor O’Byrne
Councillor Newcombe (Chair)

In attendance: Town Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Facilities Officer

MINUTES

1. Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
Payne.

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations — None.
Localism Act 2011, s31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3.  Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1)
The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 29th September 2025, as approved
at Full Council on Tuesday 11th November 2025, were RECEIVED.

5. Items arising from the last meeting — None.

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas.

6.1 Millenium Field.
The committee received correspondence from a member of the public proposing that a section
of Millenium Field be fenced off to create a secure space to safely allow dogs off the lead.

The committee noted that the council is still awaiting confirmation from Leeds City Council on the
future management and leasing agreements for Millenium Field and considered the speculative
cost required to install secure fencing.

Following a proposal by Councillor O’'Byrne, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was RESOLVED
that due to the expected prohibitive costs to install appropriate secure fencing and current
obscurity as to the future of the site, that the proposal be rejected.
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7.

Wetherby Cemetery.

71

7.2

7.3

Cemetery access.

The committee considered proposal to develop a small car parking area in the east side of the
cemetery as an alternative long-term solution to ease accessibility restrictions to the new section
of plots in the cemetery.

The carpark would either require a reduction in plots in the new section or could be placed in the
unused section to the rear of the cemetery backing onto the A1TM.

It was raised that requests for access to the new section of the cemetery from Ceres Court are
expected become more frequent as more plots in the new section are made, however expressed
concern that a carpark here would likely experience ongoing parking issues due in part to the
new car parking fees at the Wilderness pushing visitors onto the surrounds streets, and by the
ongoing parking issues on Hallfield Lane. This may result in those visiting the cemetery still being
unable to access parking close to the cemetery.

Being that the park is on private land, the committee considered that there would be no practical
way to enforce parking restrictions in the cemetery, therefore further infrastructure, such as a
coded gate, would have to be installed to help ensure those parking on the proposed carpark are
visitors to the cemetery.

The committee also considered increasing parking at the Hallfield entrance and improving the
paths for scooter and wheelchair users, however noted that the costs may be too prohibitive for
either option.

Following a lengthy discussion, it was RESOLVED to create a working group for the purpose of
creating an evidence-led plan to improve the long-term logistics, improved accessibility, and
ongoing maintenance of the cemetery.

Burials Manager to continue providing ad-hoc access but may be subject to change.

Memorial trees.
The committee considered a report outlining additional sites for memorial trees in the cemetery
on Hallfield Lane and a request to plant a memorial rose bush instead of a tree.

It was proposed to plant memorial trees along the main path intersection of the cemetery.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that following receipt of advice from the Council’s
contracted memorial inspectors and tree surgeon, that delegated authority be given to the Town
Clerk and Facilities Officer to action planting of new memorial trees with a small root stock on the
path intersection. The rose bush would not be allowed.

Dog Policy.
It was reported that dog fouling in the cemetery is still an ongoing issue even after signs had been
installed.

It was queried whether dog waste bag dispensers could be installed however it was raised that
these are expensive and unlikely to have the wanted effect.

The committee re-considered the implementation of a dog-ban policy in the cemetery but noted
that without a bylaw in place, a dog-ban could not be enforced, nor could it be enforced with a
bylaw unless the council paid for a dog warden.

It was RESOLVED that to begin a social media campaign to remind and inform the public of the
rules in the cemetery and continue to monitor.

Page 2 of 3
Property Committee — 1st December 2025



10.

11.

12.

War memorial — Deferred.

Facilities Report.
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED updates to the management of Wetherby Town Council’s
property as recorded in the PPM tracker. Notable items include:
e The new railings in the Garden of the Rest are in the process of getting approval to be installed.
e The new bins in the Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens have been installed, and the old
bins have been removed.
¢ The new play panel at Sandringham Park is expected to be installed in December 2025.
Despite attempts to contact the solicitor regarding the leasing of Nidd Approach, no response
has been received. The Facilities Officer has requested a 25-year lease.
e A potential investor into revitalising the Church of the Corner has been in touch. Facilities Officer
is liaising on details.

Budget requirements.

The committee received a verbal report on the proposed budget, following the budgets working group
meeting held on the 30th October 2025. It was NOTED that there are some reserves for the repointing
of Church of the Corner which may be able to be used, in conjunction with the investor mentioned under
item 9 to help bring the building back into use. Some remaining legal budget could be used for a survey
of the site. Town Clerk to collate three quotes for this.

The budget for the show gardens is expected to be reduced over time as the design for the Garden of
Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens is renovated, however, the renovation is now expected to take place
slowly over 5 years, to ensure plants are able to take and adapt well to the change. Current contactor
requirements will be reviewed for the gardens in the meantime.

Items for information — None.

Next meeting.
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be confirmed at the Town Council meeting on the 9th
December 2025.

The meeting closed at 6:33pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk.
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