
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
7PM ON TUESDAY ON 9th DECEMBER 2025 IN  

THE COURT ROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman  

Cllr M Nicholson 
    Cllr N O’Byrne  
 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr E Smith 
    Cllr W Coates 
  
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 
    Cllr S Newcombe (Deputy Mayor & Chair) 
     
In Attendance:  Town Clerk 
 Assistant Clerk 
  
 Ward Councillor Stables. 

2 members of the public 
 

In absence of the Chair, Councillor Newcombe acted as Chair for the duration of the meeting. 

 

The Council welcomed the newly elected Councillor Coates to the meeting. 

 

163 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public. 

 Not later than 7.15pm. 

 

Overnight parking on Victoria Street & Pollution Monitors - A member of the public 

reported that there had been an increase in the number of vans parking overnight on 

Victoria Street and expressed concern for the pollution (sound and environmental) caused 

by the constant revving of the engine to keep the van warm overnight. This has been 

raised with LCC. 

 

The member also enquired about pollution monitors. The Town Clerk informed the 

member that the pollution monitors had been delivered and will be fitted by LCC. The 

member offered options for Wifi connection.  

 

Tinsel Town – A member of the public enquired if Tinsel Town, a production filmed 

partially in Wetherby, could be screened by the Council. The Town Clerk confirmed that 

after repeated conversations, a copy of the film and approval for a showing of the film had 

been received from SkyCinema. A screening will be arranged in the Town Hall. 

 

The Deputy Mayor thanked members of public for their attendance. 
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164 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors 

 
Cllr Stables 

• Reported that following the consultation at Linton Memorial Hall, the developers of 
the proposed 100 homes on Sicklinghall Road will be delaying their application until 
May 2026 and reducing the number of homes to be developed to a maximum of 70. 

• Reported that works at Rosedene Farm have now been suspended. 
• Reported that any uncollected bins that were reported have been added to LCC ‘Mop 

up’ list and will be collected soon. 
• A new service to collect food waste will be trialled in Wetherby for the duration of a 

year in 2026. Food waste is expected to be collected with brown bins all year round. 
Further information and bin liners are expected to be sent out in due course to all 
eligible homes.  
 

Cllr Lamb (through Councillor Newcombe) 
Councillor Newcombe reported on the following items on behalf of Ward Councillor Lamb: 

• Working on the parking issues raised on Victoria Street. 
• Wetherby High School – continuing work on its development 
• Harrogate Town AFC Training Facility – In communication on the upcoming 

proposal. 
• Parking Charges – has requested free parking in the run up to Christmas. 

 
165 25-26 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations. 

Cllr O’Byrne declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 171 25-26 due to their friendly 
personal relationship with one of the accounts being paid. – Proposed by Cllr Bradley, 
seconded by Cllr Moss, ACCEPTED. 
 

166 25-26 Apologies. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillors Payne, Harrington, Mulhall, Knight, Riddell, and 
Lavocah. 
 
Apologies were also received from Ward Councillor Lamb. 

 

167 25-26 Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 11th November 2025. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was  

       RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes be approved and signed as a 

true record. 

 

168 25-26       Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

 

169 25-26 Mayor’s update – Deferred. 

 

170 25-26 Town Clerk’s update report  

• Reported that Councillor Mulhall has been made a finalist of the NALC Young 
Councillor Star Awards and will be attending the House of Lords in February. 
Congratulations were given. 

• Pollution monitors will be installed soon. 

• Reported that the Town Hall will be closed for the Christmas Closedown from the 22nd 
December until the 5th January. 

• The Jubilee Awards and Window Dressing Awards will be held on the 16th December 
2025. 
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171 25-26 Financial Reports/updates    

a) List of Payments 
It was proposed by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Bradley, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 68 payments, totalling 
£86,048.37, as scrutinised by the Budgets and Governance Committee and detailed in 
appendix 1 from page 4368 be approved. 

 

172 25-26 Meeting Schedule 2026. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to maintain the regular schedule of meetings 

between January – May 2026 with the following amendments: 

• Property Committee meeting on the 19th January to be moved to the 26th January at 
5:30pm. 

• Town Hall Management Committee meeting on the 26th January at 5:30pm to be 
moved to 7:00pm.  

 

173 25-26 Committee memberships 

  Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that Councillor Lavocah and Councillor Bradley 

join the Budgets and Governance Committee, and Councillor Coates join the 

Communications Committee, Town Hall Management Committee, CIL Committee, and 

Welcome to Wetherby. 

 

174 25-26  Budgets & Governance Committee 

  Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Budgets & Governance 

Committee meeting held on the 11th November 2025 be accepted. The minutes can be found 

as appendix 2 from page 4371. 

 

175 25-26      Wetherby Town Council Grant Applications. 

The council RECEIVED and CONSIDERED two applications for the Town Council Grant. 

• WISE for a grass cutting scheme. 

• Wetherby in Bloom for tree replacement in the Garden of Rest. 
 

Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that £300 be awarded to WISE and £300 be 

awarded to Wetherby in Bloom. 

 

176 25-26  Planning & Development 

a) Notes of the inquorate Planning Committee meeting held 10th November 2025. 
The notes of the inquorate Planning Committee meeting held on the 10th November 
2025 were RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 3 from page 4373. 
 

b) Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 1st December 2025. 
Following a proposal by Cllr Chapman, seconded by Cllr Moss, it was RESOLVED by a 
unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 
the 1st December 2025 be accepted and can be found as appendix 4 from page 4374. 

 
177 25-26 Welcome to Wetherby  

The amended minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on the 11th November 
2025, as approved by the Welcome to Wetherby Committee on the 9th December 2025, 
were RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 5 from page 4377. 
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178 25-26  Markets 

a) Minutes of the Markets Committee held 20th November 2025. 
Following a proposal by Cllr Bradley, seconded by Cllr Buckle, it was RESOLVED by a 
unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on 
the 20th November 2025 be accepted and can be found as appendix 6 from page 4380. 

 
179 25-26  Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 

a) Police matters. 
Councillor Stables reported that crime figures are lower in general and approximately 
half of those reported originated from HMP Wealstun and Wetherby Young 
Offenders Institution.   

 
Councillor Cotes reported that some members of the public don’t report instances of 
antisocial behavior due to the long wait times on the non-emergency line. It was 
NOTED that an ASB Officer is based in Wetherby Library every first Tuesday of the 
month 1pm-4pm, that members of the public can report to, and PACT meetings are 
held the first Tuesday of the month at 6pm.  
It was also AGREED to post information on the Town Council’s social media pages 
on how to report online. 

 
b) PACT update information November 2025 

Councillors received this information. Members were reminded that all instances of 
anti-social behavior should be reported on the non-emergency line or online. 
 

180 25-26 Highways – No new updates were received. 
 

181 25- 26 Correspondence  
a) Wetherby Civic Society 

Wetherby Civic Society’s Winter Newsletter was RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 

b) Definitive Map Modification Order. 
The decision to record a bridleway between Wetherby Bridleway 6 and the Leeds 
District Boundary was NOTED. 
 

c) Planning Application 25/04964/FU 
Correspondence from a member of the public on application 25/04964/FU for the 
installation of a toilet block with septic tank on Wetherby Golf Course, expressing 
concern that raw sewage may enter into the river Wharfe, flowing into Wetherby, was 
RECEIVED. 
 
It was NOTED that Wetherby Town Council is not a consultee on this application, 
however members were advised that they could submit their own personal comments. 

 
182 25-26 Exclusion of Press and Public 

Following a proposal by Cllr Newcombe, seconded by Cllr Chapman, it was RESOLVED by a 

unanimous show of hands to close the meeting for agenda item 183 – staffing matters due to 

the confidentiality of this item as per the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) act 1960. 

 

183 25-26 Update on staffing matters  
 The Clerk gave an update on current staffing matters.  
 

184 25-26 Next ordinary meeting, as agreed under item 172 25-26, will be held on the 13th January 
2026. Items for consideration should be submitted to the Clerk by 5th January 2026 – NOTED. 

 
Meeting was closed at 7.59pm 
Minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 



 

APPENDIX 1 
LIST OF PAYMENTS 

 

 
4368 

Wetherby Town Council Minutes – 9th December 2025 Chair’s Initials:_____ 

 

 



4369 
Wetherby Town Council Minutes – 9th December 2025 Chair’s Initials:_____ 

 

 



4370 
Wetherby Town Council Minutes – 9th December 2025 Chair’s Initials:_____ 

 

 



 

APPENDIX 2 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

BUDGETS & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
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 Date:   Tuesday 11th November 2025 

Time:   5:45pm  

Location:   The Court Room, Town Hall, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillor Mulhall (Mayor and temp Chair), Councillor O’Byrne, Councillor 

Bradley & Councillor Lavocah. 

   

In attendance: Town Clerk and RFO, Assistant Clerk 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. 
It was RESOLVED that apologies from Councillor Payne and Councillor Newcombe be received and 
reasons for absence approved. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None.  
 

3. Minutes 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 14th October 2025, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Payments. 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 16th October 2025 
and 12th November 2025. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2235 – Clifford Cooper and Sons Ltd - £14,899.80 (Boiler Gift Town Hall) 

• Transaction 2259 – Expenses - £34.99 (Costco – Work Boots) 

• Transaction 2230 - Amazon Business EU Sarl UK Branch Paper - £23.62 (Paper Cups – Bonfire 
Event) 

• Transaction 2253 – Pyro 2000 Limited - £6,480.00 (Fireworks – Bonfire Event) 

• Transaction 2209 – Firstcom Europe Ltd - £84.74 (Telephone services)  
 

Members also undertook checks on payments made for the period between 16th October & 12th 

November for the Town Hall CIO. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 1250 – EDF Energy - £592.06 (Electricity September)  

• Transaction 1251 – Wetherby Business Association - £175.00 (Christmas Trees) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments to be made. 
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5. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multi use card payments to be made for the period between 15th 
October 2025 and 6th November 2025. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2249 - Lloyds Bank Plc - Bank Card Fee - £3.00 

• Transaction 2189 – The Metal House (Rubber Edging) - £83.60 
 

It was RESOLVED that an extra bank card could be ordered. 

 

6. Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 15th October and 6th November 2025 
in line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
 
The following receipts were checked: 

• Transaction 433 - Bonfire & Fireworks Ticketsource Sales - £11,890.00 

• Transaction 428 – Atha’s Funfair (Concession) - £600.00 
 

Members also agreed to review and approve checks on Town Hall CIO receipts between 15th October 

& 7th November. 

 

The following receipts were checked: 

• Transaction 644 – JD Wetherspoons (Facilities Booking Invoice) - £82.68 

• Transaction 681 – Cash Access UK (Facilities Booking Invoice) - £2,000.00 
        

          It was RESOLVED that the checks on the receipts were carried out effectively and received. 

 

7. Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Council’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements for the 
month of October 2025. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved and 
countersigned by the Clerk & RFO. 
 

8. Progress against approved budget for the 2025/26 and budget requirements for 2026/27. 
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting.  
 
The Clerk queried if the committee would consider investing some of the reserves into a higher interest 
account. It was NOTED that that was previously approved in July 2023. Clerk to investigate investment 
accounts and bring information to the next meeting. 

 

9. Next meeting – Confirmed as being held on Tuesday 9th December 2025. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6.42pm 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk 
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Date:    Monday 10th November 2025 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Schoolroom, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Knight 

Councillor Moss 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
 

 

NOTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
In the absence of the chair, Councillor Moss chaired the meeting. 
 
Due to non-attendance of councillors, the committee meeting was inquorate and unable to proceed. 
 
It was NOTED that apologies and reasons for absence had been received from Councillor Bradley, 
Councillor Chapman, and Councillor Payne. 
 
Apologies from Councillor Nicholson were received post-meeting. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:16pm. 

These notes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
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Date:    Monday 1st December 2025 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   School Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss (acting Chair) 

Councillor Nicholson 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
 

 

MINUTES 

 

Due to the absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Moss act as Chair for the duration of 

the meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Knight and Councillor Payne. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 
 

3. Public Participation - None. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 
The notes of the inquorate Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 10th November 2025 were 
RECEIVED. 

 

5. Consultations on planning applications. 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications, with exception to items 

5.3 and 5.6.2, subject to the proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the 

‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest 

standards of eco-efficiency are achieved. 

 

5.1 25/06514/FU | Change of use from "offices and diagnostic laboratory" to E(g)(ii), E(g)(iii) 
and B2 | Unit 12-14 Erivan Park Sandbeck Way 
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5.2 25/06408/FU | Demolition of existing garage; new double garage to front; ramp, steps and 
new gate to front; patio to rear; alteration from sliding door to window to existing lounge; 
demolition of existing conservatory; single storey extension to rear including new flue 
pipe | 5 Nichols Close Wetherby LS22 6GQ 
 

5.3 25/06534/FU | Erection of air source heat pumps, new store plant equipment and 
associated works | Aldi Sandbeck Lane Wetherby 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the above application subject to noise 
pollution resulting from the installation or running of the air-source heat pumps not affecting the 
amenity of residents. 
 

5.4 24/06756/RM | Reserved matters of appearance, layout, scale and landscaping pursuant 
to outline application 20/02494/OT for the development of 9no. dwellinghouses and 
associated infrastructure/external works. | Land Off The Rowans Wetherby LS22 5EB 
 

5.5 25/06646/FU | Part two storey part single storey side and rear extensions, incorporating 
new garage and entrance door; extended driveway / hardstanding to front; demolition of 
existing garage and shed | 1 Deerstone Ridge Wetherby LS22 7XN 

 

5.6 Any other applications received for consideration since Monday 24th November 2025. 
 
5.6.1 25/06941/FU | Erection of part two story part single story rear extension and 

fenestration alterations to both sides. | 6 Bridle Way Wetherby LS22 6AT 
 

5.6.2 25/06735/FU | Demolition of detached Garage, erection of single-story rear 
extension, rear dormer, and fenestration alterations to front and rear. | 3 Coxwold 
View Wetherby LS22 7PU 
It was RESOLVED that no comment nor determination could be made at this point due 
to a lack of clear information, including existing/proposed elevations and floor plans, 
relating to the demolition of the garage and erection of extension being provided. 
 

5.6.3 25/06778/FU | Part conversion of garage to habitable rooms and fenestration 
alteration to the side. | 6 North Grove Avenue Wetherby LS22 7PZ 

 

6. Outstanding applications. 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications subject to the proposals 

meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable 

Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved. 

• 25/05507/FU 

• 25/05081/FU 

• 25/05837/FU 

• 25/06108/FU 

• 25/06076/FU 

• 25/06091/FU 

• 25/06237/FU 

• 25/06173/FU 
 

In respect to application 25/06188/LI, it was RESOLVED that the committee had no objection subject 

to particular attention being made to ensure any changes are in keeping with Wetherby’s conservation 

area. 

 

7. To receive other planning applications. 
The below applications were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
7.1 25/06006/ADV | Internally illuminated totem sign | 7 - 8 Horsefair Centre 22 - 28 North 

Street Wetherby LS22 6FL 
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7.2 25/06230/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by conditions 7 (Statement of 

Construction Practice), 9 (Sample of Header/Cill Stone), 10 (Samples of Roof Materials), 
11 (Samples of Walling Materials) and 13 (Details of Windows) of Planning Application 
24/05402/FU | 11 North Street Wetherby LS22 6NT 
 

7.3 25/06182/ADV | Three sets of non-illuminated individual lettering signs; two amenity 
boards; four door plaques; two disclaimer signs; one illuminated projecting sign; one 
illuminated freestanding directional sign to existing board; one non-illuminated fascia 
sign | Swan And Talbot 34 North Street Wetherby LS22 6NN 
 

7.4 25/06575/DHH | 3.15m single storey rear extension, 2.98m to ridge height and 2.38m to 
eaves | 18 Barleyfields Road Wetherby LS22 6PN 
 

8. Applications for works to trees.  
Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012  
The below applications for works to trees were RECEIVED and NOTED. 

 

8.1 25/06075/TR | T1 Beech - To reduce the crown by 3m all round, to allow more light into 
the garden and to the neighbouring property T2 Turkey Oak - To reduce the crown by 3m 
all round, to allow more light into the garden and to the neighbouring property| 6 
Prospect Villas Wetherby LS22 6PL 
 

8.2 25/06096/TR | T689, T690, T691, T692, T693,T694, T695, T696, T697, T698, T702, T703 
listed on the attached Tree Report to remove. | Noble Crescent Wetherby LS22 7DU 
 

8.3 25/06355/TR | T1 Conifer: Removal to ground level. | Priest Hill House Aire Road 
Wetherby LS22 7FJ 
 

9. To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and  
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications/. 

 

10. Items for information – None. 
 

11. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be confirmed at the next Full Council meeting to be 

held on the 9th December 2025. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:27pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Date:    Tuesday 11th November 2025 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle (Chair) 
   Councillor Harrington 

Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Nicholson 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk 
   Assistant Clerk 
   Communications & Events Officer 
   Member J. Kent  
   Member D. Turner 
   Councillor Bradley (from 4:53pm) 
   Councillor O’Byrne (from 4:53pm) 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies – None. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
 
2. Declarations of interest – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 
 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 14th 
October 2025 be accepted, subject to amendments to item 10 and 11 being made to provide further 
clarity on the discussion. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
 
6. 2025 Bonfire Night event. 

 
6.1. 2025 Bonfire Night budget. 

The committee received the post-event financials for the 2025 Bonfire Night event. One invoice 
is being awaited from the Security Company however the net profit of the event currently totals 
£4,456.70. This may be higher if the security invoice is lower than initially accounted for. 
 
The event drew 3,358 attendees, 3213 of those being paid ticket holders. The difference accounts 
for staff, stewards, security, and babes in arm tickets.  
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It was RESOLVED to send a letter of thanks to Touchwood for their assistance in selling physical 
tickets.  
 
A financial comparison between the 2024 and 2025 Bonfire events will be included in the 
Communications & Events Officer’s report. 
 
Member D. Turner confirmed that there were no issues raised with the Sports Association’s patio 
fencing this year. 
 
Councillor Bradley and Councillor O’Byrne joined the meeting at 4:53pm. 

 
6.2. Post-event update. 

The committee received a post-event update. Overall, the 2025 event was successful, having 
sold 96% of its available tickets, and has received a lot of positive responses.  
 
Councillor Harrington raised that they are expecting possible changes to legislation relating to the 
noise level of fireworks and warned that next year’s event may be required to use silent fireworks. 
It was AGREED to begin initial investigations into suppliers of silent fireworks for the 2026 Bonfire 
event. 

 
7. New events. 

The Communications & Events Officer and Town Clerk is meeting with representative of Leeds Beckett 
University, the week beginning the 17th November to discuss the events survey. 
 
Options for a one-off 2026 event, to be held while the event survey is underway, were discussed. 
Options suggested included a duck race, a Wetherby bake-off event, a business and entrepreneur fair, 
a murder mystery night, and a carol concert.  
 
Consideration was made and following points raised: 

• A duck race used to be run by Wetherby Lions, and due to Wetherby Town Council’s plastic 
free commitment, an alternative to plastic ducks would need to be sought. 

• The Bridge Hotel Wetherby already hosts murder mystery nights. 

• Wetherby Business Association holds a carol concert annually, so an event of this nature would 
have to be distinct from the current event offering in Wetherby. If performed in a church, then 
the event should work with Churches Together to ensure that it is a unified event across all 
church branches in Wetherby. 

• Options that utilise the Town Hall are favoured as they require a shorter lead time. 

• Any event outside of the Council’s agreed strategy will need to be led by, and require heavy 
assistance of, members of Welcome to Wetherby.  

 
Concerns on staffing capacity to organise another event was also raised. It was RESOLVED for 
Councillor Buckle to liaise with the Wetherby Lions on their event plans for 2026 and that it be requested 
that a reviewal of the council strategy be raised at the next meeting of the Full Council, so that staffing 
capacity can be reviewed by January.  
Scoping document for the additional event to be undertaken by Councillors Nicholson and Lavocah. 

 
8. 2025 Christmas events. 

The committee NOTED dates for the upcoming 2025 Christmas events. Posters for promotion for the 
Jubilee Award & Window dressing awards are underway, and a summary poster is being produced 
with the upcoming events which are taking place around the Town Hall late November/December for 
public information.  
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9. Budget requirements. 
The committee received a verbal report on the proposed budget for the 2026/7 financial year, as 
discussed at the budgets working group meeting on the 30th October 2025.  
 
It was requested that £1,250 of the £2,500 that makes up Welcome to Wetherby’s budget is transferred 
to the Markets budget in the 2026/7 financial year. The committee considered expected expenditure 
for 2026/7. It was NOTED that previously, the Bonfire event had been self-sustaining but that a back-
up fund, in the event of cancellation or net loss, was required to ensure the event’s long-term viability.  
Some of Welcome to Wetherby’s funds are also allocated for promotion of the events, and this would 
be affected should Welcome to Wetherby’s 2026/7 funds be reduced.  
 
It was NOTED that the profit from the 2025 Bonfire event would be earmarked as a events reserve for 
the 2026/7 financial year. 
 
It was RESOLVED to offer £1000 of Welcome to Wetherby’s 2026/7 budget to the Markets budget on 
a one-off basis. Future years to be reconsidered based on the following years requirements.  

 
10. Welcome to Wetherby leaflets – Deferred. Costings required. 

 
11. Items for information – None. 
 
12. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

It was NOTED that the next Welcome to Wetherby meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th December 
2025. 

 

  
The meeting closed at 5:45pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
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Date: Thursday 20th November 2025   

Time: 3:00pm 

Location:   Ballroom, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE 

 

Present:   Councillor Bradley (Chair) 

  Councillor Buckle 

  Councillor Lavocah 

  Councillor Riddell 

   

In attendance: Assistant Clerk 

 Communications and Events Officer 

 Town Clerk (from 3:49pm, until 4:16pm) 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 

Moss. 

 

2. Declarations of interests - None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members' Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 
 

3. Public participation – None.  
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 
4. Minutes.  

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on Thursday 21st August 
2025, as approved at Full Council on Tuesday 14th October 2025, be received. 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes. 
The committee discussed the operation of the markets two regular operators and NOTED that it was 
discussed on 21st August 2025 that no two markets would be held on the same weekend unless 
previously agreed by both operators.  
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6. Continental Market. 
It was NOTED that the Continental Market had unexpectedly bad weather resulting in some no shows 
from traders and a low footfall overall. However, the Continental Market operator is still keen to trial 
Wetherby again and get a better understanding of if it’s a viable long-term placement.  
 
The operator proposed a date of 28th-31st May 2026 for the next Continental Market.  
 
The committee discussed balancing the wants of local businesses and the public, noting that each had 
differing priorities for the Town, and considered that the committee had to weigh the results of the 
markets survey heavily in their decision in allowing the Continental Market to proceed. 
 
 
It was NOTED that local businesses and traders had been invited to the Continental Market however 
received a report that the email address previously provided by the operator had not worked. Councillor 
Lavocah agreed to act as a liaison between the operator and businesses interested in taking part in the 
Continental Market going forward. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to accept the May dates proposed, begin exploring an 
October date, and renegotiate the market fee to account for the proposed additional 4th day of retail but 
for the Communications and Events Officer to proceed with the previously agreed £750, if required. 

 

7. Market boards. 
The committee NOTED that the new boards had been accounted for in the 2026/27 budget and would 
be acquired in the new year. 

 

8. Social media insights. 
The statistics for October were unable to be received due to staff leave. It was NOTED that along with 
the Welcome to Wetherby Facebook insights, the Markets Committee Facebook insights will now be 
delivered quarterly to provide a wider time frame of statistics and a better understanding of patterns of 
engagement. 

 

9. Budget requirements. 
*The Town Clerk joined the meeting at 3:49pm, leaving the meeting at 4:16pm* 
 
The Town Clerk gave an update on the budget for the 2026/27 financial year, following the budgets 
working group meeting held on the 30th October 2025. It was NOTED that £1000 from the Welcome to 
Wetherby budget will be moved to Markets budget for the purposes of operating market events, 
including the 2026 ‘6’ Weeks of Summer market event. The budget will also account for the new market 
stall boards and will no longer include NABMA membership. 

 

Another £750 is expected to come into the budget from the Continental Market fee. 
 

10. Items for information – None. 
 

11. Date of next Markets Committee meeting. 
It was NOTED that as the meeting in December is expected to inquorate, the next meeting date will be 
confirmed at the Full Council meeting on Tuesday 9th December 2025. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 4:21pm.  

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk. 

 

 
 

 
 


