W Y WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
ETHERB MINUTES OF THE
WELCOME TO WETHERBY
MEETING

Date: Tuesday 13 January 2026

Time: 4.30pm

Location: The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.
Present: Councillor Buckle (Chair)

Councillor Harrington
Councillor Lavocah
Councillor Smith
Councillor Nicholson
Councillor Coates

In attendance: Member D. Turner
Town Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Communications and Events Officer
Facilities Officer
Councillor Bradley (from 5:34pm)
Councillor Newcombe (from 5:34pm)
Councillor Mulhall (from 5:34pm)

MINUTES

The Chair welcomed Councillor Coates and clarified committee rules and processes.

1. Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

Apologies were received from member J. Kent

2. Declarations of interest — None.
Localism Act 2011, s 31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3.  Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1)
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 9th
December 2025 be accepted.

5. Matters arising from the last meeting — None.

6. Committee Governance
The committee reviewed Welcome to Wetherby’s Terms of Reference and discussed the direction of
the committee, so that Welcome to Wetherby may continue to meet the needs of the town.

Following an extensive discussion, it was identified that items 2.1, 2.3, 3.1, 4.1, and 6 need amending
to reflect current working processes. It was NOTED that as per the terms of reference, events organised
by the committee still need to remain at a no net cost to the Council and need to be organised and run

in line with the Council’s agreed strategy.
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10.

The committee also discussed improving community involvement in the committee. It was NOTED that
local community groups have been invited to take part previously, but the offer had not been taken up.
It was queried whether this line of discussion could be revisited to better fit the committee’s remit.

The following points were also raised:
o That further input from members and a group effort on is required to support events.
o That there is a need for a more structured a plan and strategy for events.

The following items were RESOLVED:

e That further to the results of the Events Survey — which is currently being undertaken — being
received, to re-invite groups to work with the committee to deliver events for the community year-
round.

e That the Town Clerk make the amendments referenced above to the committee’s terms of

reference, to be approved by the Council. Committee members to send further comments to the
Clerk.

New Events

7.1. World Cup Summer 2026.
It was NOTED that if held, it would be required to be an outdoor event. The Committee discussed
potential locations and advertising.

7.2. Murder Mystery Night.
Councillor Lavocah and Nicholson reported on investigation into the feasibility of hosting a Murder
Mystery Night event. It was NOTED that this event is expected to be low cost, and many
expressions of interest in helping to run the event have been received, including an offer from a
volunteer to write the script.

It was also reported that members of the public have already requested the event date,
suggesting there is an appetite for this event.

However, the location needs to be considered. If held in the Town Hall, then it will need to be
hired at cost. Further information to be reported at the following meeting.

Yorkshire in Bloom — Golden Rose Awards

Committee members NOTED the deadline to enter the 2026 Golden Rose Awards is the 27" April
2026. Judging is not expected the commence until July 2026. A Councillor reported that Wetherby in
Bloom have expressed that they are not in a position to take part in Yorkshire in Bloom.

The committee were reminded that the judging is weighted and that judges are aware and sympathetic
to the fact that multiple authorities have different responsibilities around the town.

Following a short discussion, it was AGREED for the Facilities Officer, Councillor Nicholson, and
Councillor Smith to investigate this item further and report at the following meeting.

Councillor Newcombe, Mulhall, and Bradley joined the meeting at 5:34pm.

Items for information — None

Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting.
The date of the next Welcome to Wetherby Committee has been confirmed as 10" February 2026 at
4.30pm

The meeting closed at 5:43pm.

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant
Clerk.
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