
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7PM ON TUESDAY ON 13th JANUARY 2026 IN  

THE COURTROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 

 

 
4382 

Wetherby Town Council Minutes – 13th January 2026 Chair’s Initials:_____ 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman  
    Cllr N Harrington 

Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor & Chair) 
Cllr M Nicholson  

 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr W Coates  

Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr A Riddell 

Cllr E Smith  
 
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 

Cllr J Lavocah 
    Cllr S Newcombe (Deputy Mayor) 
     
In Attendance:  Town Clerk 
 Assistant Clerk 
 Communication and Events Officer 
  
 Ward Councillor Lamb (until 7:20pm) 

Ward Councillor Stables (until 7:20pm) 
5 members of the public 

 

185 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public. 

 Not later than 7.15pm. 

 

Tinsel Town - A member of the public thanked the Council for the Tinsel Town screening 

at the Town Hall. The member also enquired about removing the Christmas lights. There 

has been a delay in removing the lights and the trees because of snow. 

 

Electricity Works – It was noted that the electricity works on Victoria Street are causing 

access issues for traffic and pedestrians. 

 

Highways – A member of the public highlighted the issues with the repairs on the east 

end of St James Street. As yet there has not been a response from LCC. Cllr Stables has 

forwarded pictures to LCC. 

 

Presentation – Thanks were extended to Councillor Mulhall, Mayor of Wetherby, for his 

U3A presentation on Council roles and responsibilities. 

 

 The Mayor thanked members of public for their attendance. 
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186 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors 

 
Cllr Stables 

• Miller Homes proposal. Public meeting was held the week beginning 5th January 
2026 - happy to answer any questions about the proposed development.  

• Dementia Day -Thursday 11th June – 10am – 12 noon. Details to follow.  
• Talking with LCC on un-swept slippery leaves on paths and roads. Councillor Stables 

will report any issues if highlighted. The Clerk noted that LCC have said there is a 3 
week wait.  

 
Cllr Lamb  

• Congratulations to Councillor Buckle for being awarded his British Empire Medal 
(BEM) in the New Year Honours List 2025. 

• Congratulations also to Louise Pedley for being awarded Townsperson of the Year. 
• Wetherby High School – Deadline for determination for the application has been put 

back to 9th February. 
• Intends to raise a motion at LCC Full Council meeting on 14th January – would like 

Parking changes suspended – wants an impact assessment. 
 
Cllr Harrington 

• Pavement Deighton Road – from Northfield Place to roundabout at Aldi. LCC will do 
some emergency repairs as there is no budget for complete restoration of pavement. 

187 25-26 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations. 
Councillor Mulhall declared a pecuniary interest on item 197a – Telecommunications 
upgrade - due to his working relationship with O2, and left the meeting for the period this 
item was discussed. 
 

188 25-26 Apologies. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillor O’Byrne, Councillor Payne, Councillor Knight. 

 

189 25-26 Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 9th December 2025. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Smith it was  

       RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes be approved and signed as a 

true record, subject to an amendment to item 179 25-26a clarifying the date for anti-social 

behaviour queries in Library being the first Tuesday not the second Tuesday of the month. 

 

  190 25-26        Matters arising from the minutes 

  It was NOTED that Councillor Harrington gave thanks to the Town Clerk and staff for 

organising the Tinsel Town showing. A total of £345.61 was raised towards the Mayor’s 

chosen charities, MIND and Martin House. 

 

  191 25-26 Mayor’s update – It was NOTED that the Mayor had recently attended U3A Current Affairs 

group, Dickensian Market, Carol Concert at St James’s Church, Presented at the Awards 

evening. Thanks were expressed to the Communications and Events Officer for their work on 

the Jubilee and Window Dressing Awards Evening and personal congratulations were given 

to Councillor Buckle for being awarded his BEM. 

 

  It was reported that the Mayor has been made a finalist of NALC’s Young Councillor of the 

Year Award.  

 

192 25-26  Town Clerk’s update report  
  Currently reviewing contracts – will advise the Property Committee at the end of the month. 

  Reported on works to redecorate the Court Room in Wetherby Town Hall. 
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Cllr Stables, Cllr Lamb left the meeting at 7.20pm 

 

193 25-26 Financial Reports/updates    

a) List of Payments 
It was proposed by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Chapman, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 67 payments totalling 
£70,563.56 reviewed at the Budgets & Governance meeting prior to this meeting for 
the period between 9th December to 14th January 2026 be approved and can be found 
as appendix 1 from page 4386. 
 

b) Election Costs – It was RECIEVED and NOTED that LCC are charging £12,975.71 
for the election in 2025.  

 

c) 2026/7 Budget – Councillor Mulhall gave thanks to the Clerk for drawing the budget 
plan. Members considered the Clerk’s report with the following points being noted: 

• The Clerk undertook meetings with the Chairs of each Committee to discuss the 
budget 

• Members raised concerns about the proposed 2026/27 precept, noting recent 
significant increases and questioning whether a further rise would be appropriate. 

• The budget was kept as low as possible however it needed to be realistic to 
ensure the Council can maintain its delivery of services. 

• Staff remuneration is within guidelines. 

• Members queried the scrutiny process for the budget, including whether sufficient 
time had been given to members for review of the draft budget, and questioned 
whether any cost improvement or savings exercises had been undertaken. 

• Contracts for works to the Council’s property are being reviewed with some 
expected to go out to tender to ensure best value is being achieved.  

• Noted that there is a short time frame to set the budget and precept due to LCC 
not sending their band D housing requirement until December 2025, and requiring 
the budget be approved and submitted by the end of January 2026. 

• The Clerk invited members to attend the Budgets and Governance Committee 
meeting in December 2026. 

 

The budget is summarised as follows: 

Income – Administration   £667,219.00 
Income – Property  £35,130.00 
Income – Civic & Events  £200.00 
Income – Markets  £23,320.00 
 Total Income £725,869.00 

 
Expenditure – Administration  £247,509.00 
Expenditure – Property  £373,929.00 
Expenditure – Personnel  £9,500.00 
Expenditure – Civic & Events  £43,180.00 
Expenditure – Markets  £50,751.00 
Miscellaneous  £1,000.00 

 Total Expenditure £725,869.00 
 

 Precept request 26-27 £654,419.00 
 Band D increase = 0.1917 per week 

 

Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 

RESOLVED by a vote of 8 hands for, 3 against, and 1 abstention, that precept 

requirement for the 2026/7 period be set at £654,419. 
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194 25-26  Budgets & Governance Committee 

The minutes of the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 9th December 2025, 
as approved by the Committee on the 13th January 2026 were RECEIVED and can be found 
as appendix 2 from page 4389. 

 
195 25-26 Welcome to Wetherby  

The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on the 9th December 2025, as 
approved by committee members on the 13th January 2026, were RECEIVED and can be 
found as appendix 3 from page 4391. 

 
 196 25-26 Property Committee  

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Cllr Mulhall, it was resolved by a 
unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Property Committee held on the 1st 
December 2025, be APPROVED by committee members and RECIEVED by the Council. 
The minutes can be found as appendix 4 from page 4393. 

 
197 25-26  Developments  

Councillor Mulhall left 20.01pm. It was RESOLVED for Councillor Newcombe to act as Chair 
for the duration of item 197a 25-26.  

 
a) Telecommunications Upgrade 

The Council received consultation papers outlining an O2 Telecommunications upgrade 
to the radio base station on Sandbeck Way. The council NOTED that the upgrade does 
not appear to be extensive and is Critical infrastructure for the town, Improving signal for 
residents. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED that there are no objections to the upgrade as outlined and expressed 
support for the improvement of this critical infrastructure. 
 
Councillor Mulhall returned at 20.05pm  
 

b) Planning application 25/06874/FU - Harrogate Town AFC Training Facility 
The Council received supporting papers for the development of a training facility on land 
east of Wetherby Racecourse. It was NOTED that the Council has not any objections 
from members of the public and that the facility will be available for use by schools and 
community groups. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Bradley it was 
RESOLVED that a comment be submitted stating that the Council have no objections to 
this application, subject to the proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and 
guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable Design and Construction 
SPD’ to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved. 

 
198 25-26  Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 

 
a) Police matters. 

• Matters from the PACT meeting in December 2025 were received. 

• Slight increase in shoplifting and house burglaries, however this is in line with 
expected figures over the Christmas period.  

 
b) PACT update information December 2025 

Councillors received this information.  
 

199 25-26 Highways – Councillor Harrington has approached relevant departments about issues on 
Northfield Place and will update in due course. 
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200 25- 26 Correspondence  
a) Yorkshire Local Councils Associations – Joint AGM minutes & 2024/2025 Annual 

Review were circulated. 
 

201 25-26 Next meeting to be held on 10th February 2026 – Noted. 

Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 3rd February 

2026. 

 
Meeting was closed at 8.13pm 
Minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant 

Clerk. 

 

 



 

APPENDIX 1 
LIST OF PAYMENTS 
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APPENDIX 2 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

BUDGETS & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
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Date:   Tuesday 9th December 2026 

Time:   5:30pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillor Bradley, Councillor O’Byrne, Councillor Newcombe (Chair)  

   

In attendance: Town Clerk and RFO, Assistant Clerk 

 

 

MINUTES 

1. Apologies. 
It was RESOLVED that apologies from Councillor Mulhall (Mayor), Councillor Payne and Councillor 
Lavocah be received and reasons for absence approved. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – Councillor 
O’Byrne declared a non-pecuniary interest due to his friendly personal relationship with one of the 
accounts being paid under item 4. 
 

3. Minutes. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 11th November 2025, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Payments. 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 7th November 2025 
and 10th December 2025. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2219 – J Hudson - £1,775 (Market Stall Erection & Traffic Management Services) 

• Transaction 2234 – Broxap Limited - £1,333.02 (Waste Bins) 

• Transaction 2235 – Clifford Cooper & Sons Ltd - £14,899.80 (Boiler Gift Town Hall) 

• Transaction 2292 - Touchwood of Wetherby Ltd - £144.47 (Dustbin,Tools & Bonfire Event 
Supplies) 

Direct Debits: 

• Transaction 2275 – Yorkshire Gas & Power - £33.09 (OMP Electricity)  

• Transaction 2278 – Firstcom Europe Ltd - £76.16 (Telephone Services) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments to be made. 

 

5. Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 7th November 2025 and 10th December 
2025 in line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
The following receipts were checked: 

• Transaction 446 - Sum-up (Market tolls) - £359.87 

• Transaction 433 – Ticketsource (bonfire ticket sales) - £11,890.00 
 

It was noted that the receipt from Ticketsource had been previously approved at the budgets meeting 

on the 11th November 2025. 
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6. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multiuse card payments to be made for the period between 7th 
November 2025 and 10th December 2025. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2309 – Wm Morrisons Supermarkets – (Milk) - £1.82 

• Transaction 2312 – Wm Morrisons Supermarkets (Refreshments) - £3.64 
 

7. Town Hall CIO payments 
The following receipts were checked: 

• Transaction 1252 – Pickering Lifts (Lift Inspection) - £1,144.25 

• Transaction 1274 – Your Home Help Ltd (Cleaners) - £440 

• Transaction 1263 – Community First Yorkshire - Membership renewal - £42 
 

 It was RESOLVED that the checks on the receipts were carried out effectively and received. 

 

8. Town Hall CIO receipts 
Members conducted a check on the receipts as shown on the Town Hall CIO bank statements between 
7th November 2025 and 10th December 2025  

• Transaction 687 – Bee Crafty Markets- £133.12 

• Transaction 688 – Douglas Rugs) - £281.70 

• Transaction 657 – Wetherby Karate Club – 532.48 
 

9.     Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Council’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements for the 
month of November 2025. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved 
and countersigned by the Clerk & RFO. 
 

10. Unity Bank  
An increase in charges for 2026 was circulated and noted. 
 

11.    Next meeting – To be confirmed. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6.08pm 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Assistant. 

 

 



 

APPENDIX 3 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
WELCOME TO WETHERBY 
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Date:    Tuesday 9th December 2025 

Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle (Chair) 

Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Nicholson (from 4:34pm) 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk 
   Assistant Clerk 
   Communications and Events Officer 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Harrington. 
 
Apologies were also received from members J. Kent and D. Turner. 
 
Councillor Nicholson joined the meeting at 4:34pm. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the amended minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 
11th November 2025 be accepted. 
 
Councillor Nicholson requested clarification on Welcome to Wetherby’s responsibilities and committee 
governance in regards to organising large events. It was NOTED that the Council organises the annual 
Bonfire Event and Remembrance Day commemorations, and provides aid to other organisations in the 
administration, promotion and running of their community events. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
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6. New events. 
 

6.1. Event schedule for 2026/27. 
Councillor Buckle reported on discussions held at Wetherby District Lions Club’s most recent 
meeting, including their 2026 event schedule, noting that they are not inclined to take on the Duck 
Race this year and are happy for the council to organise an event of a similar nature, should it be 
deemed appropriate. 
 

6.2. World Cup Summer 2026. 
The committee considered a request for a showing of the 2026 World Cup to be held at the Town 
Hall in June 2026. It was NOTED that due to the expected lead-time for events, organisation of 
this would need to begin from January 2026.  
 
The committee discussed budget requirements for the event, which would have to be supported 
by sponsorships, expected costs (including screen hire, a temporary event notice if necessitated 
by suppliers, and security), and other potential locations. 

 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED for all members to consider what event logistics 
including location, security requirements, and suppliers would be required and what 
responsibilities each member would be able to undertake in time for the following meeting. 

 
7. 2025 Christmas events. 

It was NOTED that the call for applications for the Window Dressing Awards has closed. Judging has 
started and the public vote is open in the Town Hall foyer.  
 
Both the Window Dressing Awards and the Jubilee Awards evening will be held on the 16th December 
2025. 

 
8. Welcome to Wetherby leaflets. 

The committee NOTED costs to update and reprint the Welcome to Wetherby leaflets and Walking in 
Wetherby booklets. Costs to update the Wetherby Maps are still to be collated.  
 
Complaints that the colouring on the previous information leaflets was too dark were NOTED. This was 
due to the previous leaflets using recycled paper which absorbs more ink. 
The committee was reminded that they are required to consider climate considerations as part of the 
Council’s declared climate emergency. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that a quotation for the reprinting of the leaflets on both 
recycled and non-recycled paper be sought and prioritised, with the reprinting of the Walking with 
Wetherby booklets and maps being revisited should enough budget remain after, and that delegated 
authority being given to the Town Clerk to progress this item in line with best value principles.  
 

9. Items for information – None. 
 
10. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

The date of the next Welcome to Wetherby Committee will be confirmed at the Full Council meeting 
held at 7pm on the 9th December 2025. 

 

  
The meeting closed at 5:30pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 



 

APPENDIX 4 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
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Date:    Monday 1st December 2025 

Time:   5:30 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.  
 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Mulhall 

Councillor O’Byrne 

Councillor Newcombe (Chair) 
 

In attendance:  Town Clerk 

Assistant Clerk 

Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Payne. 

 

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 

3. Public participation – None. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 

The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 29th September 2025, as approved 
at Full Council on Tuesday 11th November 2025, were RECEIVED.  

 

5. Items arising from the last meeting – None. 
 

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas. 
 

6.1 Millenium Field. 
The committee received correspondence from a member of the public proposing that a section 
of Millenium Field be fenced off to create a secure space to safely allow dogs off the lead.  
 
The committee noted that the council is still awaiting confirmation from Leeds City Council on the 
future management and leasing agreements for Millenium Field and considered the speculative 
cost required to install secure fencing. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was RESOLVED 
that due to the expected prohibitive costs to install appropriate secure fencing and current 
obscurity as to the future of the site, that the proposal be rejected. 
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7. Wetherby Cemetery. 
 
7.1 Cemetery access.  

The committee considered proposal to develop a small car parking area in the east side of the 
cemetery as an alternative long-term solution to ease accessibility restrictions to the new section 
of plots in the cemetery. 
 
The carpark would either require a reduction in plots in the new section or could be placed in the 
unused section to the rear of the cemetery backing onto the A1M. 
 
It was raised that requests for access to the new section of the cemetery from Ceres Court are 
expected become more frequent as more plots in the new section are made, however expressed 
concern that a carpark here would likely experience ongoing parking issues due in part to the 
new car parking fees at the Wilderness pushing visitors onto the surrounds streets, and by the 
ongoing parking issues on Hallfield Lane. This may result in those visiting the cemetery still being 
unable to access parking close to the cemetery. 
 
Being that the park is on private land, the committee considered that there would be no practical 
way to enforce parking restrictions in the cemetery, therefore further infrastructure, such as a 
coded gate, would have to be installed to help ensure those parking on the proposed carpark are 
visitors to the cemetery. 
 
The committee also considered increasing parking at the Hallfield entrance and improving the 
paths for scooter and wheelchair users, however noted that the costs may be too prohibitive for 
either option. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion, it was RESOLVED to create a working group for the purpose of 
creating an evidence-led plan to improve the long-term logistics, improved accessibility, and 
ongoing maintenance of the cemetery. 

 

Burials Manager to continue providing ad-hoc access but may be subject to change. 
 

7.2 Memorial trees. 
The committee considered a report outlining additional sites for memorial trees in the cemetery 
on Hallfield Lane and a request to plant a memorial rose bush instead of a tree. 
 
It was proposed to plant memorial trees along the main path intersection of the cemetery. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that following receipt of advice from the Council’s 
contracted memorial inspectors and tree surgeon, that delegated authority be given to the Town 
Clerk and Facilities Officer to action planting of new memorial trees with a small root stock on the 
path intersection. The rose bush would not be allowed. 
 

7.3 Dog Policy. 
It was reported that dog fouling in the cemetery is still an ongoing issue even after signs had been 
installed.  
 
It was queried whether dog waste bag dispensers could be installed however it was raised that 
these are expensive and unlikely to have the wanted effect. 
 
The committee re-considered the implementation of a dog-ban policy in the cemetery but noted 
that without a bylaw in place, a dog-ban could not be enforced, nor could it be enforced with a 
bylaw unless the council paid for a dog warden. 
 
It was RESOLVED that to begin a social media campaign to remind and inform the public of the 
rules in the cemetery and continue to monitor. 
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8. War memorial – Deferred. 
 

9. Facilities Report.  
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED updates to the management of Wetherby Town Council’s  
property as recorded in the PPM tracker. Notable items include: 

• The new railings in the Garden of the Rest are in the process of getting approval to be installed. 

• The new bins in the Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens have been installed, and the old 
bins have been removed. 

• The new play panel at Sandringham Park is expected to be installed in December 2025. 

• Despite attempts to contact the solicitor regarding the leasing of Nidd Approach, no response 
has been received. The Facilities Officer has requested a 25-year lease. 

• A potential investor into revitalising the Church of the Corner has been in touch. Facilities Officer 
is liaising on details. 

 

10. Budget requirements. 
The committee received a verbal report on the proposed budget, following the budgets working group 
meeting held on the 30th October 2025. It was NOTED that there are some reserves for the repointing 
of Church of the Corner which may be able to be used, in conjunction with the investor mentioned under 
item 9 to help bring the building back into use. Some remaining legal budget could be used for a survey 
of the site. Town Clerk to collate three quotes for this. 
 
The budget for the show gardens is expected to be reduced over time as the design for the Garden of 
Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens is renovated, however, the renovation is now expected to take place 
slowly over 5 years, to ensure plants are able to take and adapt well to the change. Current contactor 
requirements will be reviewed for the gardens in the meantime. 
 

11. Items for information – None. 
 

12. Next meeting. 
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be confirmed at the Town Council meeting on the 9th 
December 2025. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 6:33pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Rowann Fitzpatrick, Assistant Clerk. 

 

 

 


