WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

Date: Monday 26" January 2026

Time: 5:30 pm

Location: Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.
Present: Councillor Bradley

Councillor Chapman

Councillor Moss

Councillor Mulhall (Acting Chair)
Councillor Payne

In attendance: Town Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Facilities Officer

MINUTES

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the
meeting.

1. Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
O’Byrne and Councillor Newcombe.

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations — None.
Localism Act 2011, s31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3.  Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1)
The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 1st December 2025, as approved at
Full Council on Tuesday 13th January 2026, were RECEIVED.

5. Items arising from the last meeting — None.

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas.

6.1 Show Gardens contract review — Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens.
The Committee discussed 6.1 and 6.2 in the round.

The Clerk has undertaken a routine reviewing of Town Council contracts including contracts for
the Show Gardens, to ensure best value is achieved. The current rolling contract for the planting
of the Show Gardens includes sites that are no longer maintained by the Council however the
invoice from the Council’s current contractor appears to still account for these sites.
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6.2

It was NOTED that Living Potential has recently approached the Council to do some planting on
Wetherby Town Council’s green areas. This is a new project for them with an aim to help
participant learning and integration into the community. It has been initially proposed that plants
could be grown from seedlings, on Living Potential’s site, reducing transport pollution, and that
working with Living Potential would tie into the Council’'s aims of supporting local community
groups.

Following a discussion, the following actions were RESOLVED:
o To explore and proceed with this opportunity for joint working with Living Potential.
e To request that the Council’s grounds maintenance contractor for its other greenspaces
begin undertaking responsibility for tree, hedge, and grass cutting in the show gardens.
e That the CIL Funding earmarked for the revitalisation of the Show Gardens may be used
towards this project.

Grounds Contract review
See item 6.1. To review the contract for the Council’'s Greenspaces Grounds Maintenance
Contractor to include regular tree, hedge, and grass cutting of the show gardens.

Wetherby Cemetery.

71

7.2

Cemetery Fee review.

The committee considered a report from the Cemetery and Burials Manager on proposed
increases to cemetery fees. Compared with other Councils and current costs in Leeds and
Harrogate, the proposed fees remain lower than most other comparable sites.

It was RESOLVED to accept the proposed fees outlined in the report, subject to item 11 (Deed
of Transfer preparation & registration) being increased to £157.48 to reflect the extensive
administrative time needed to administer the service.

Church on the Corner Survey.
The committee received a quotation for a condition survey of the Church on the Corner.

The committee NOTED that there are two potential investors to revitalise the church and a
demand from community groups to use it. The Town Clerk to investigate charges for use of the
space at a later date, inline with previous community use agreements.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to proceed with the survey at a cost of £925 (No VAT)
using the monies earmarked for the second phase of works to the churches in the cemetery.

War memorial.

The Committee received a report from the Facilities Officer on investigations into the cleaning and
repointing of the War Memorial.

NOTED that the memorial can’t be moved due to its weight, however, its current location makes it
susceptible to damage. The costs associated with getting safe access to the memorial are high making
the cleaning of the War Memorial an opportunity to perform a safety inspection and to re-point it.

Two access options were discussed:

a) Scaffolding Tower — confirmation has been received previously from owner of the land
below the memorial to put scaffolding up on their land however this will require a large
scaffolding truck to manoeuvre down Bridgefoot and into the Wilderness Carpark which
may pose difficult. A road closure could be considered however Leeds City Council (LCC)
have previously indicated they would be opposed to this due to the potential for disruption
on the roundabout, however the road closure could be tied into other planned road works
to minimise disruption. Approximate cost of £4,000 + VAT.
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10.

11.

12.

b) Cherry Picker — Would need to be located from the riverside path which requires
permission being sought from LCC. However, LCC have indicated that they would not be
inclined to grant permission due to health and safety considerations and potential for
damage to the path. Approximate cost of £5,400 + VAT.

Any works undertaken needs to be complete and clear before 11th November 2026.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to proceed with the quotation for scaffolding without use of
a road closure where possible, to be paid from earmarked CIL monies.

Bridge Lights
It was reported that there are sections of string of lights that are no longer working again. Leeds Lights

have not responded to reported issues.

Members were reminded that the bridge lights are procured, installed and powered by LCC'’s electricity
through, Leeds Lights. Though the lights were paid by Wetherby Town Council, the electricity to operate
them is covered by Leeds Lights. Members discussed whether lights sourced by the Council could be
used, if installed by Leeds Lights, however, were informed that the Council would likely need to pay for
the electricity.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to defer this item to a future meeting following further
discussion with LCC. The committee expressed that they are inclined to keep the lights on the Bridge,
but that costs need to be reasonable.

Facilities Report.

The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED a verbal report on the management of Wetherby Town Council
properties and facilities.

Notable items include:

e Lights on side of the bridge overlooking the river — need to wait for very low water to replace the
bulbs.

o No response has been received from the solicitor regarding the leasing of Nidd Approach.
Continuing to maintain the land and keep safe.

e The Facilities Officer is currently in conversation with a supplier on an alternative ecofriendly
surfacing at Mason play area.

e The new Garden of Rest railing works have been completed. Councillor Mulhall gave his thanks
to the contractor. There are some scratches from installation, however the contractor is aware
and these will be made good.

¢ Noted conversations with other committees on Yorkshire in Bloom participation.

Items for information — NOTED that the annual returns for King George’s Field are overdue but are
being worked through.

Next meeting.
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be confirmed at the Town Council meeting on the 9th

March 2026.

The meeting closed at 19.07pm.
These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant

Clerk.
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