
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
7PM ON TUESDAY ON 10th FEBRUARY 2026 IN  

THE COURTROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman  
    Cllr N Harrington 

Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor & Chair) 
Cllr M Nicholson  
Cllr N O’Byrne 

 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr W Coates  

Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr A Riddell 

Cllr E Smith  
 
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 

Cllr J Lavocah 
    Cllr S Newcombe (Deputy Mayor) 
     
In Attendance:  Town Clerk, Assistant Clerk, 4 members of the public 
 

1 minute silence – The Council took part in a one-minute silence in memory of the late Councillor Kazia 

Knight. The mayor expressed their heartfelt thanks to Councillor Knight for her service to the community. 

 

Councillor O’Byrne reminded the council of Councillor Knight’s funeral arrangements and spoke in her 

honour, praising her dedication and commitment to the town, which was shown through her determination 

to remain a present leader for Friends of Sandringham Park, to continue performing various other roles, 

and through her consistency in engaging in community events and activities throughout the year. 

Disappointment was expressed that a local online news outlet chose to diminish the late Councillor Knight 

for her absence at a council meeting and thanks were given to the mayor for holding a one-minute silence.  

 

202 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public. 

 Not later than 7.15pm. 

 

Evening/Night Market – A proposal to trial a business-centric summer evening market 

was received. It was noted that the proposed market would aim to follow on from the 

weekly Thursday Market to minimise road closures and would aim to reinvigorate the 

Highstreet.  

 

The Council noted expected difficulties, including licencing and road closure requirements, 

but suggested arranging an initial meeting with the proposer to discuss the proposal in 

detail. 

 

Wetherby High School – A concern was raised for the Wetherby High School application 

being delayed and expressed concern for the Boston Spa Children’s Centre closing. 

Councillor Harrington reported that she is awaiting minor feedback from stakeholders on 

the application but, does not currently expect any change in the services provided, though 

some may be redeployed in Wetherby. 
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Pollution Monitors – A member of the public enquired about progress against the air 

pollution monitors. It was NOTED that this will be discussed under item 210 25-26. 

 

The member also queried progress towards the development of the new LIDL store. 

NOTED that LIDL have 5 years to begin building works. 

 

 The Mayor thanked members of public for their attendance. 

 
203 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors 

 
Cllr Harrington 

• Food waste collection – All those who are eligible to take part in the trial for food 
waste collection have either been contacted or can expect a letter shortly. Due to 
limitations on bin collections at this time, the trial excludes anyone living in a flat or 
who does not own a brown bin. New food waste caddies and bin liners will be 
provided in due course.  

• Litter bins – Ward Councillors have been asked to compile a list of locations for 
additional bins for Leeds City Council. Suggestions from members of the public for 
bins on Leeds City Council land are welcome.  

• 25/02006/OUTMAJ - A Planning Hearing for the proposed housing development of 
210 homes on Harrogate Road will be held shortly. Date to be confirmed.  

• 26/9/00015/MOD – Councillor Harrington reported that an amendment to the 
application for 800 dwellings on Racecourse approach, allowing for occupation of up 
to 100 homes prior to a Section 278 Agreement being entered into and confirmed, 
which secures required off site highways works, has been submitted to the planning 
authority. It was requested that the council consider a response to this application.  

  
204 25-26 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations – 

None. 
 
2 members of the public left the meeting at 7:26pm 
 

205 25-26 Apologies. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillor Carr. 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Stables and Councillor Lamb. 

 

206 25-26 Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 13th January 2026. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor Riddell, seconded by Councillor Nicholson it was  

       RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes be approved and signed as a 

true record, subject to an amendment to item 193 25-26a further clarifying discussions held 

on the 2026/7 budget and precept setting. 

 

  It was also RESOLVED that an additional extraordinary Town Council meeting be arranged 

or for the January 2027 Town Council meeting to be moved to the 1st week of the month to 

allow additional time for councillors to consider the setting of the precept. 

 

  207 25-26        Matters arising from the minutes – None. 
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  208 25-26 Mayor’s update – The Mayor updated on engagements he has attended since the last 

meeting, including an engagement with Wetherby Twinning to discuss the upcoming meeting 

with Privas representatives in June, and a meeting with Living Potential with the Town Clerk 

to discuss options for joint working on Wetherby Town Council grounds.  

 

209 25-26  Town Clerk’s update report  
  The Town Clerk gave an update of the following items: 

• Living Potential – In discussion with Living Potential for joint working opportunities 
and future projects. 

• Decoration in the Town Hall - Reported on works to redecorate the Court Room in 
Wetherby Town Hall. 

• Welcome to Wetherby – The committee requested a change of meeting times. 

• Policy & Governance – Town Clerk preparing for the end of Financial and municipal 
Year and working with the internal auditor.   

 

A request to reduce the Councillor Surgery to 1 hour per week and hold regular community 

open days instead was received. – It was AGREED to add this item to the agenda of the next 

meeting. 

210 25-26 Financial Reports/updates    

a) Air Pollution Monitors – Installation costs. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Coates, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that an installation fee payment of £500 

be made for the two air pollution monitors on St James Street and Victoria Street.  

b) List of Payments 
It was proposed by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 63 payments totalling 
£86,824.55 reviewed at the Budgets & Governance meeting prior to this meeting for 
the period between 14th January 2026 to 10th February 2026 be approved and can be 
found as appendix 1 from page 4402. 
 

c) King Georges Field Annual Returns 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the administrator’s name on behalf of 
King George Playing Fields Charities be changed from the previous Town Clerk to the 
New Town Clerk, to ensure submission of the Annual Returns. 

 

d) Budget Bulletin 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the 2026 Budget Bulletin. Following a 
discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor 
O’Byrne, and RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to proceed with publishing a 
new version of Budget Bulletin in a 2-page centre spread in NOW Magazine at a cost 
of £350. The 2026 version will focus on informing the public on what services the 
Council and precept provide. 
 
It was NOTED that the bulletin was discussed at the Budgets and Governance 
Committee meeting prior to the Town Council meeting. 
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211 25-26  Wetherby Town Council Grant Application 

  A Grant application of £1,000 to Deighton Gates Primary School for drainage improvements 

to the playground was RECEIVED and CONSIDERED. 

 

  Following an enquiry, the Town Clerk confirmed that there are no legal restrictions to giving 

funds to educational facilities.  

 

  Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor 

Riddell, and RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to defer this matter for 3 months to 

allow it to be progressed as an application for CIL funding in the next financial year. 

 

212 25-26  Budgets & Governance Committee 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held 
on the 13th January 2026, be APPROVED by committee members and RECEIVED by the 
Council. The minutes can be found as appendix 2 from page 4405. 

 
213 25-26 Welcome to Wetherby 

a) Minutes - 13th January 2026. 
It was AGREED to defer this item to the next meeting. 
 

b) Yorkshire in Bloom 
The Council considered participating in the 2026 Yorkshire in Bloom. It was reported 
that following the previous year’s discussions, the following actions have been/are 
being undertaken: 

• Litter picking had been increased across the Town Council’s sites by the 
Facilities and Environmental Assistant.  

• New bins have been installed, and bin emptying services have been increased 
at the Council’s show gardens to reduce litter overflow. 

• Liaising with Living Potential on a project to revitalise the show gardens. 

• The Knitting Ninjas are undertaking a new knitting project which will help to 
beautify the town. 

 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Nicholson, seconded by 
Councillor Smith, and RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to enter the 2026 
Yorkshire in Bloom Awards. Councillor Smith and Nicholson to aid in developing the 
application form. 

 
214 25-26 Planning Committee 

Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Planning Committee 
meeting held on the 26th January 2026, be APPROVED by committee members and 
RECEIVED by the Council. These minutes can be found as appendix 3 from page 4407. 

 
215 25-26 Property Committee  

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Property Committee 
held on the 26th January 2026, be APPROVED by committee members and RECEIVED by 
the Council. These minutes can be found as appendix 4 from page 4410. 

 
216 25-26  Town Hall Management Committee 

Following a proposal by Councillor Coates, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting held on the 
26th January 2026, be APPROVED by committee members and RECEIVED by the Council. 
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These minutes can be found as appendix 5 from page 4413. 
 
217 25-26 Civic Service 

The Town Clerk reported on arrangements made for the 2026 Civic Service Event. Notably, 
the event has been arranged for the 19th April 2026 in St James and corresponding 
invitations have been sent out. 

 
218 25-26  Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 

 
a) Police matters. 

• Thanks to the work of Antisocial Behaviour (ASB) Officers, ASB related crimes in the 
Entire North East Leeds area have seen a decrease of 19.5% in January 2026 
compared to December 2025, their lowest recorded in 2 years. 

• The Town Clerk reported that there had been an increase in reports of drugs being 
found on Wetherby Town Council sites. All reports have been raised through the 
relevant channels. 

 
b) PACT update information January 2026 

Police and Communities Together (PACT) information and figures for January 2026 
were RECEIVED and NOTED.   

 
219 25-26 Highways 
 It was NOTED that emergency works would be undertaken on York Road. 

 
220 25- 26 Correspondence  

a) Digital Spaces – correspondence from Leeds Community Healthcare NHS Trust 
outlining Digital Space locations around Wetherby was RECEIVED and NOTED. 

 
221 25-26 Next meeting to be held on 10th March 2026 – Noted. 

Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 3rd March 2026. 

 
Meeting was closed at 8.20pm 
Minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 

SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:  ...........................................................................................  
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Date:   Tuesday 13th January 2026 

Time:   5:50pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillors Mulhall (Mayor), Newcombe (Chair), Bradley & Lavocah 

   

In attendance: Town Clerk and RFO, Assistant Clerk, Councillor Coates, Councillor Harrington 

 

 

 MINUTES 

 

 

1. Apologies. 
It was RESOLVED that apologies from Councillor O’Byrne and Councillor Payne be received, and 
reasons for absence approved. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None 
 

3. Minutes. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 9th December 2025, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Wetherby Town Council Payments. 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 9th December 2025 
to 14th January 2026. 

 

The following payments were checked: 
 

• Transaction 2236 – Saxon Security GB Limited - £1,507.20 (Security – Bonfire event) 

• Transaction 2347 – Touchwood of Wetherby Ltd - £4.01 (Battery) 

• Transaction 2373 – Norex Fencing - £22,949.38 (Railing Installation – Garden of Rest) 

• Transaction 2368 – Leeds City Council - £221.00 (Traffic Management Licence)  
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments are to be made. 

 

5. Wetherby Town Council Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 9th December 2025 to 14th January 
2026 in line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
The following receipts were checked: 
 

 Transaction 466 – Leeds City Council - £422,186.61 (CIL Funding) 

 Transaction 465 – Leeds City Council – £50,000.00 (Grant, Sandringham Park Playground) 
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6. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multiuse card payments to be made for the period between 9th 
December 2025 and 14th January 2026. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2311 – Wm Morrisons Supermarkets Ltd – £29.00 (Remembrance Event 
Refreshments)  

• Transaction 2313 – PurpleAir, Inc - £386.02 (Air Quality Monitors) 
 

7.    Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Council’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements for the 
month of December 2025. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved 
and countersigned by the Clerk & RFO. 

 

8.    2026/27 Budget. 
 

a. Costs for 2025 election. 
The committee NOTED that the cost for the 2025 councillor election totalled £12,975.71. 

 

b. 2026/7 Budget & Precept review. 
The committee reviewed budget proposals for the 2026/27 period prior to further discussion with 
all councillors later in the evening at the Full Council Meeting. 

 

9.  Next meeting. 
 The next meeting of the Budgets & Governance Committee confirmed as being held on Tuesday 10th 

February 2026. 
 Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 3rd February 2026. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6.26pm 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Assistant. 
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Date:    Monday 26th January 2026 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Payne (Chair) 

Councillor Nicholson 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Knight. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 

3. Public Participation - None. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 1st December 2025, as approved at 
Full Council on the 9th December 2025, were RECEIVED. 

 

5. Consultations on planning applications. 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications, subject to the proposals 

meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable 

Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved. 

 

5.1 25/06947/FU | Conversion of roof space to form bedroom and ensuite with flat roof dormer 
to rear | 84 Ezart Avenue Wetherby LS22 6BB 
 

5.2 25/06479/FU | Demolition of single storey rear extension; timber cladding to external wall 
and beige render to stone extension; existing patio doors converted to window; replace 
window with new door to rear; new rooflights to accommodate second floor internal 
works; blocking of ground floor window and new rooflight to East elevation of extension; 
timber walkway structures to front entrance | 4 Raby Park Wetherby LS22 6SA 
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5.3 25/07230/FU | Change of use from vehicle sales, valeting and storage to Class E 

commercial, business and service | Unit 17 Sandbeck Park Sandbeck Lane Wetherby LS22 
7TW 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to this application subject to the proposals 
meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD’ to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency 
are achieved.  
 
However, the Committee expressed significant concern for the potential for parking issues arising 
from this change of use and requested that further information be provided to provide clarity as 
to whether proposed parking demand will be supported. 
 

5.4 25/07298/FU | Roof alterations to form new habitable space to second floor including; 
raising of eaves level and roof height; dormer window and roof light to side and four roof 
lights to other side; new front window to first floor; change colour of roof tiles | 52 Glebe 
Field Drive Wetherby LS22 6WG 
 

5.5 25/07374/FU | Demolition of existing conservatory to rear; construction of single storey 
rear extension with raised steps/railings and two storey side extension | 34 Oakwood Road 
Wetherby LS22 7QY 
 

5.6 26/00182/FU | Single storey rear extension; partial rendering of side and rear elevations | 
20 Beechwood Rise Wetherby LS22 7QT 
 

5.7 26/00305/FU/NE Replacement of existing conservatory to rear with single storey extension 
to rear. 1 Grizedale Road, Wetherby, LS22 6FQ 

 

5.8 Any other applications received for consideration since Tuesday 20th January 2026 - None. 
 

6. To receive other planning applications. 
The below applications were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
It was requested to defer items 6.3, 6.4, and 6.5 to the following agenda to agree comments for 
submission. 
 
6.1 25/06702/CLP | Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for use for a home business | 

8A Nichols Way Wetherby LS22 6AD 
 

6.2 25/07209/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by condition 5 (Hard and Soft 
Landscape Works) of Planning Application 21/09406/FU | 68 And 72 North Street Wetherby 
LS22 6NR 
 

6.3 25/07342/COND | Consent agreement or approval required by condition 15 (construction 
method statement) of planning application 23/01507/FU | Mercure Hotel Leeds Road 
Collingham Wetherby LS22 5HE 
 

6.4 25/07260/CLP | Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for a private hire taxi service 
| 10 Gunter Road Wetherby LS22 6JZ 
 

6.5 25/06944/DPD | Change of use from Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to 
mixed use comprising commercial, business and service (Use Class E) to ground floor 
and two flats (Use Class C3) to first and second floor | 11A Crossley Street Wetherby LS22 
6RT 
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7. Applications for works to trees.  
Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012  
The below applications for works to trees were RECEIVED and NOTED. 

 

7.1 26/00066/TR | T1 Yew on southern boundary - Reduce crown by 2m (reducing tree size by 
approximately one third). T2 Holly on eastern boundary - Reduce height by 2m and any 
low overhanging branches to public footpath. Remove partially dying evergreen within 
boundary of the garden. | 1 Prospect Villas Wetherby LS22 6PL 
 

7.2 26/00133/TR | T1 Beech - Prune back from the neighbouring bungalow by 1m and crown 
thin by 15% to allow more light into the garden and the neighbouring property. T2 Turkey 
Oak - To prune back from the driveway of the neighbouring bungalow by 1m and to crown 
thin the canopy by 15% to allow more light into the garden and the neighbouring property. 
| 6 Prospect Villas Wetherby LS22 6PL 
 

7.3 26/00113/TR | Unknown: Laterally reduce side away from listed monument to give 2.5 m 
clearance. | Police Station Boston Road Wetherby LS22 5HA 

 

8. To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and  
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications/. 
 
Notably, planning applications 25/01776/FU and 25/01223/FU which relate to changes of use to HMO’s 
on North Street have been withdrawn. 

 

9. Items for information – None. 
 

10. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 16th February 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:30pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Date:    Monday 26th January 2026 

Time:   5:30 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.  

 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Mulhall (Acting Chair) 

Councillor Payne 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk 

Assistant Clerk 

Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
O’Byrne and Councillor Newcombe. 

 
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 
 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 

The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 1st December 2025, as approved at 
Full Council on Tuesday 13th January 2026, were RECEIVED.  

 

5. Items arising from the last meeting – None. 
 

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas. 
 
6.1 Show Gardens contract review – Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens. 

The Committee discussed 6.1 and 6.2 in the round. 

 

The Clerk has undertaken a routine reviewing of Town Council contracts including contracts for 

the Show Gardens, to ensure best value is achieved. The current rolling contract for the planting 

of the Show Gardens includes sites that are no longer maintained by the Council however the 

invoice from the Council’s current contractor appears to still account for these sites. 
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It was NOTED that Living Potential has recently approached the Council to do some planting on 

Wetherby Town Council’s green areas. This is a new project for them with an aim to help 

participant learning and integration into the community. It has been initially proposed that plants 

could be grown from seedlings, on Living Potential’s site, reducing transport pollution, and that 

working with Living Potential would tie into the Council’s aims of supporting local community 

groups.  

 

Following a discussion, the following actions were RESOLVED: 

• To explore and proceed with this opportunity for joint working with Living Potential.  

• To request that the Council’s grounds maintenance contractor for its other greenspaces 
begin undertaking responsibility for tree, hedge, and grass cutting in the show gardens. 

• That the CIL Funding earmarked for the revitalisation of the Show Gardens may be used 
towards this project. 

 

6.2 Grounds Contract review  
See item 6.1. To review the contract for the Council’s Greenspaces Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor to include regular tree, hedge, and grass cutting of the show gardens. 

 

7. Wetherby Cemetery. 
 
7.1 Cemetery Fee review.  

The committee considered a report from the Cemetery and Burials Manager on proposed 
increases to cemetery fees. Compared with other Councils and current costs in Leeds and 
Harrogate, the proposed fees remain lower than most other comparable sites. 

 

It was RESOLVED to accept the proposed fees outlined in the report, subject to item 11 (Deed 
of Transfer preparation & registration) being increased to £157.48 to reflect the extensive 
administrative time needed to administer the service. 

 

7.2 Church on the Corner Survey. 
The committee received a quotation for a condition survey of the Church on the Corner.  
 
The committee NOTED that there are two potential investors to revitalise the church and a 
demand from community groups to use it. The Town Clerk to investigate charges for use of the 
space at a later date, inline with previous community use agreements. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to proceed with the survey at a cost of £925 (No VAT) 
using the monies earmarked for the second phase of works to the churches in the cemetery. 

 

8. War memorial. 
The Committee received a report from the Facilities Officer on investigations into the cleaning and 
repointing of the War Memorial. 
 
NOTED that the memorial can’t be moved due to its weight, however, its current location makes it 
susceptible to damage. The costs associated with getting safe access to the memorial are high making 
the cleaning of the War Memorial an opportunity to perform a safety inspection and to re-point it. 
 
Two access options were discussed: 

a) Scaffolding Tower – confirmation has been received previously from owner of the land 
below the memorial to put scaffolding up on their land however this will require a large 
scaffolding truck to manoeuvre down Bridgefoot and into the Wilderness Carpark which 
may pose difficult. A road closure could be considered however Leeds City Council (LCC) 
have previously indicated they would be opposed to this due to the potential for disruption 
on the roundabout, however the road closure could be tied into other planned road works 
to minimise disruption. Approximate cost of £4,000 + VAT. 
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b) Cherry Picker – Would need to be located from the riverside path which requires 
permission being sought from LCC. However, LCC have indicated that they would not be 
inclined to grant permission due to health and safety considerations and potential for 
damage to the path. Approximate cost of £5,400 + VAT. 
 

Any works undertaken needs to be complete and clear before 11th November 2026. 

 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to proceed with the quotation for scaffolding without use of 

a road closure where possible, to be paid from earmarked CIL monies. 

 

9. Bridge Lights 
It was reported that there are sections of string of lights that are no longer working again. Leeds Lights 
have not responded to reported issues.  
 
Members were reminded that the bridge lights are procured, installed and powered by LCC’s electricity 
through, Leeds Lights. Though the lights were paid by Wetherby Town Council, the electricity to operate 
them is covered by Leeds Lights. Members discussed whether lights sourced by the Council could be 
used, if installed by Leeds Lights, however, were informed that the Council would likely need to pay for 
the electricity. 

 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to defer this item to a future meeting following further 

discussion with LCC. The committee expressed that they are inclined to keep the lights on the Bridge, 

but that costs need to be reasonable. 

 

10. Facilities Report.  
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED a verbal report on the management of Wetherby Town Council 
properties and facilities. 
Notable items include: 

• Lights on side of the bridge overlooking the river – need to wait for very low water to replace the 
bulbs. 

• No response has been received from the solicitor regarding the leasing of Nidd Approach. 
Continuing to maintain the land and keep safe. 

• The Facilities Officer is currently in conversation with a supplier on an alternative ecofriendly 
surfacing at Mason play area. 

• The new Garden of Rest railing works have been completed. Councillor Mulhall gave his thanks 
to the contractor. There are some scratches from installation, however the contractor is aware 
and these will be made good. 

• Noted conversations with other committees on Yorkshire in Bloom participation. 
 

11. Items for information – NOTED that the annual returns for King George’s Field are overdue but are 
being worked through. 

 

12. Next meeting. 
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be confirmed at the Town Council meeting on the 9th 
March 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.01pm. 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant 

Clerk. 

 



 

APPENDIX 4 
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Date:    Monday 26th January 2026 

Time:   7.00pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE  

 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 

  Councillor Chapman 

  Councillor Coates 

Councillor Moss (Chair) 

Councillor Mulhall 

 Councillor Payne 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk 

  Assistant Clerk 

  Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 

Newcombe. 

 
2. Declarations of interests – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public Participation - None.  

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1 (3) 

 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 
 
4.1 8th September 2025. 

The minutes of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting held on Monday 8th September 
2025, as approved by Full Council on Tuesday 14th October 2025, were RECEIVED.  
 

4.2 2nd October 2025. 
The minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting held 
on Thursday 2nd October 2025, as approved by Full Council on Tuesday 14th October 2025, 
were RECEIVED. 

 

5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
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6. Facilities management and maintenance. 
 

6.1 Town Hall Lift.  
Works to replace the Town Hall’s lift are scheduled to begin on the 2nd February 2026. As part 
of the works, the lift is expected to be out of order for 6 weeks. 
 

6.2 Refurbishment of the Court Room. 
Committee members received a report on works undertaken as part of the refurbishment of the 
Town Hall’s Court Room. It was NOTED that a large crack on the west facing wall has been 
found. Quotes for a survey of the structural condition of the room are being sought.  
 

6.3 Fire extinguishers. 
It was NOTED that All-in-One fire extinguishers have been delivered and will be installed shortly. 
 

6.4 PPM tracker. 
The committee CONSIDERED actions and NOTED updates outlined in the Town Hall’s  

PPM tracker. Items of note include: 

• The Annual Legionella testing is due. 

• Looking into getting another EICR report done as part of the investigation into the Town 
Hall’s emergency lights. 

• A flag stone by the Town Hall’s entrance has come loose. The flag is being assessed to 
rectify. 

 

7. Bookings and Financials. 
 
7.1 Town Hall CIO - List of payments. 

Councillors RECEIVED and NOTED a list of payments made between Wednesday 11th 

December 2025 and Wednesday 14th January 2026, and payments to be made on Thursday 

15th January 2026 and Monday 26th January 2026.  

Supporting information for the following selection of payments was scrutinised by the committee:  

• Transaction 1283 - PHS Group – £692.21 (Dust Mats) 

• Transaction 1284 – Your Home Help Ltd - £440.00 (Cleaning) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments be made. 

 

7.2 Town Hall CIO – List of receipts. 
Councillors RECEIVED and NOTED a list of receipts received as shown on the Town Hall CIO 
Bank statements between the period of 5th December 2025 and Monday 26th January 2026. 

• Transaction 744 – Speakers Club-Wetherby - £24.50 (Town Hall Hire) 

• Transaction 707 – Chameleon Creative Arts - £89.58 (Town Hall Hire) 

• Transaction 741 – Bee Crafty Markets - £353.60 (Town Hall Hire) 
 

7.3 Bank reconciliations.  
Members conducted a check of the Town Hall CIO’s cashbooks and corresponding bank 
statements for the month of December 2025 and were ACCEPTED. 
 

7.4 Summary of bookings. 
A summary of bookings information for December 2025 was RECEIVED and NOTED.  
The committee NOTED that the hire rate was lower overall, however not below expectations over 
the quiet period and Christmas closedown. There has still been a high amount of interest 
expressed in booking the Town Hall and two new hirers have been welcomed. 
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7.5 Town Hall CIO Budget and Governance. 
The Town Clerk reported that the current hire rates do not cover the maintenance cost of the 
Town Hall. A cost analysis and organisational strategy is being undertaken by the Town Clerk to 
make the Town Hall self-sustainable. A three-tiered cost strategy with differing rates for Charity, 
Community, and Business hires was considered. 

 
It was NOTED that a review of costs, governance, and organisational responsibilities (including 
who is responsible for the Town Hall’s promotion and advertising) will be included in the 
strategy. 

 
It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk to develop a Business Plan and Budget Comparison to 
present at a following meeting no later than April 2026. 

 

8. Items for information – None. 
 

9. Date of next Town Hall Management meeting. 
The date of the next confirmed meeting of the Town Hall Management Committee will take place on 

Monday 30th March 2026 at 5:30pm.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.58pm. 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant 

Clerk. 

 

 

 


