
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 

 

THURSDAY MARKET ADVERSE WEATHER POLICY 

 
Wetherby Town Council is committed to holding a regular Thursday Market.  However, the 
Council acknowledges that there will be occasions when it will be necessary to review 
whether it is appropriate to hold the Market due to forecast, or actual, adverse weather 
conditions.  The health and safety of Council employees, contractors, market traders, 
members of the public and property must take priority over the commitment to hold the 
Market and the traders’ wish to trade. 
 
The Council has the right to close the Market when severe, adverse weather is forecast 
and/or when conditions are such that there is a risk to the safety of traders and/or the public. 
 
If the decision to close the Market due to these conditions is taken prior to, or at the 
beginning of the day, the Market will be deemed to have been cancelled and traders will not 
be charged for the day.  If the decision to close the Market is taken whilst the Market is in 
operation, at the Council’s discretion, a part refund of the toll fee may be given.   
 
The Council has checked with the local representative of the National Market Traders 
Federation who confirmed that their members will be covered, so far as Public Liability 
Insurance is concerned, as long as the Market is not cancelled.  As soon as the Market is 
cancelled their members will not be covered to trade but will be covered whilst they are 
dismantling their stall/packing away. 

All decisions will be made in consultation with local weather information available on the Met 
Office Website (www.metoffice.gov.uk) by the Market Officer or substitute and will be done in 
the interests of public safety. 
 
Every effort will be made to ensure that Traders and members of the public are given as 
much notification as possible. 
 
High Winds 
 
High winds are considered to be force 6 on the Beaufort Scale (25 – 31 mph) and above.  
Local conditions, such as gusts, may impact on decisions regarding the market. 
 
The day before the Market 
 

1. The Market Officer or substitute will review the weather forecast for the area for the 
day of the Market 

2. If the weather forecast/conditions suggest that it would be too dangerous to operate 
the Market safely, the Market will be cancelled with all permanent Traders and the 
Stall Erector being informed by either email, text message or phone. 

 
On Market day 
 

1. In the event of weather conditions deteriorating whilst the Market is in operation, the 
Market Officer will take wind speed readings and record the speed and time during a 
30 minute period at various points on the Market.   

2. If it is decided that the conditions have deteriorated so that it is unsafe for the Market 
to continue, all traders will be informed by the Market Officer, or substitute, that the 



market is cancelled and they must cease trading and carefully remove their stock and 
leave the market. 

3. The stall erector will be informed and, if possible, will dismantle and remove the stalls 
as soon as the traders have left the Market area. 

4. Any decision made to cancel the market will be made having fully considered the 
local weather forecast, the prevailing conditions (as measured by the Market Officer) 
and will be done in the interests of public safety. 

5. The final decision to cancel or abort a Market on the day rests with the Market Officer 
or substitute.  No compensation for travel undertaken or stock prepared for the 
Market will be provided. 

 
Snow/Ice 
 
The day before the Market 
 

1. The Market Officer or substitute will review the weather forecast fort the area for the 
day of the Market.   

2. If the weather forecast/conditions suggest that it would be too dangerous to operate 
the Market safely, the Market will be cancelled with all permanent Traders and the 
Stall Erector being informed by either email, text message or phone. 

 
On Market day 
 

1. In the event of weather conditions deteriorating or being forecast to deteriorate to 
unsafe levels whilst the Market is in operation, the Market Officer will inform all 
traders that they must cease trading and carefully remove their stock and leave the 
market. 

2. Every effort will be made to ensure the safety of Traders and members of the public 
whilst traders are removing their stock and leaving the market. 

3. The stall erector will be informed and, if possible, will dismantle and remove the stalls 
as soon as the traders have left the Market area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


