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Markets Committee – 19th March 2026 

 

Date: Thursday 19th March 2026   
Time: 3:00pm 
Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE 
 
Present:   Councillor Bradley (Chair) 
  Councillor Buckle 
  Councillor Lavocah 
  Councillor Riddell 
   
In attendance: Town Clerk 
 Facilities Officer 
 Assistant Clerk (from 3:25pm) 
 Representative of Wetherby Business Association 
 1 member of the public. 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 
Moss. 
 

2. Declarations of interests - None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members' Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

A representative of Wetherby Business Association and a member of the public proposed an evening 
market for local businesses. This would follow on from the weekly Thursday market, and would include 
street food vendors, children’s activities, and street performers. It was proposed to hold a trial in 
Summer. 
 
The committee considered liability and the cost to extend the licence and road closure to cover the 
operation of an evening market. Further discussion held under item 9.  

 
4. Minutes.  

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

The minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on Thursday 20th November 2025, as approved 
at Full Council on Tuesday 9th December 2025, were received. 

 
5. Matters arising from the minutes. 

 
The Assistant Clerk joined the meeting at 3:25pm. 

 
6. Continental Market. 

It was NOTED that the 28th, 29th and 30th has been confirmed for the next Continental Market.  
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7. Trader incentives. 
The Clerk gave an update on incentives to attract new traders to the Market. Following an extensive 
discussion, it was RESOLVED to implement 2 incentives: 

• An introduction scheme, with the introductory trader getting 50% off rent for the week the new 
trader joined the market, and the new trader getting a free introductory week. 

• A 10% reduction in market fees if paid 3 months upfront via pre-payment. 
 
8. Adverse Weather Policy. 

It was reported that following a bad weather warning the week prior, the council staff had trialled setting 
up some traders inside the Town Hall, to ensure their safety. Other traders remained outdoor but traded 
from vans and more weather appropriate structures. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to incorporate this indoor market provision to the adverse 
weather policy as a back-up measure should it be considered unsafe to operate the market outdoors. 
It was NOTED that this provision would only be offered if the Town Hall is open and available for use. 
Any other comments on the policy to be sent to the Clerk. 

 
9. Support working with businesses. 

Proposal raised under item 3. Wetherby Business Association to talk to businesses and ascertain the 
number of interested participants for an evening market. Town Clerk to look at the street licence for the 
shambles. 
 

10. Easter Market 2026. 
The committee received a report on activities planned for the 2026 Easter market, including activity 
sheet, colouring activities, easter photo booths, market scavenger hunt, and craft activities such as 
easter wreath making. 
 
The Easter market will be held on the 9th April 2026. 
 

11. 6 Weeks of Summer Market 2026. 
It was noted that the 2026, 6 Weeks of Summer event will take place from 23rd June to the 27th July 
2026. Stalls providing activities have been arranged, including a stall by the Wetherby foodbank. 
Councillor Lavacah offered to host a food related stall, such as a make your own pizza or pasta stall, 
and staff are in the process of contacting local services such as the local police, fire service, and 
ambulance service to enquire about joining the market. 
 
Councillor Bradley suggested contacting a local private ambulance service to enquire about putting on 
a first aid demo or similar activity. 
 

12. Market Place access. 
The Clerk gave a verbal report of an incident on the Market involving unauthorised vehicles driving onto 
Market Place during a road closure.  It was noted that the driver was aggressive and posed a danger 
to staff and public. The incident has been reported with the Police, and officers are following up with 
related businesses. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to cost up options for bollards or similar structures, liaise 
with LCC to request permission to install bollards on their land, and give authority to the Clerk to 
proceed with installation if the cost is below the clerk’s threshold to ensure the market is compliant with 
Martin’s Law. 
 

13. Items for information – None. 
 
14. Date of next Markets Committee meeting. 

The next meeting date was confirmed as being held on Thursday 16th April 2026 at 3:00pm in Wetherby 
Town Hall. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 4:20pm.  
These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and Town Clerk, and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 


