WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

Date: Monday 9" March 2026

Time: 5:30 pm

Location: Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.
Present: Councillor Bradley

Councillor Chapman
Councillor Moss

Councillor Mulhall

Councillor Newcombe (Chair)
Councillor O'Byrne
Councillor Carr

In attendance: Town Clerk (virtual)
Assistant Clerk
Facilities Officer

MINUTES

1.  Apologies — None.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations — None.
Localism Act 2011, s31
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3. Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1)
The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 26th January 2026, as approved at
Full Council on Tuesday 10th February 2026, were RECEIVED.

5. Items arising from the last meeting.

5.1 Church on the Corner Survey.
The Church on the Corner condition survey has been undertaken, and the report is expected in
the following weeks. Initial conversations suggest that the roof is in good condition however
replastering may be required. Facilities Officer to look at getting indicative quotes for the cemetery
workshop repair.

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas.

6.1 Millennium Field.

The Facilities Officer reported on conversations held with Leeds City Council (LCC) on the future
of Millennium Field. LCC have indicated that they are inclined to allow Wetherby Town Council to
continue leasing the field, potentially up to 20-years, however, would like to see Wetherby Town
Council commit to the following:

e The creation of a butterfly corridor

¢ Installation of more bins/benches

e The planting of additional blossom trees
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6.2

6.3

A previous consultation raised that the general public consensus has been in favour of keeping
the field in its current state (see Property Committee meeting, 03.02.25, item 5.2). The committee
expressed they were not inclined to make changes in opposition of public consensus; however,
they were open to other more permanent improvements. The lack of guarantee that the changes
requested would be maintained once the new lease lapses was also raised as a concern.

It was AGREED to investigate indicative costs for wheelchair accessible path improvements &
contact the school to check if they plan to maintain their lease of the land adjacent.

Sandringham Park Fly-tipping.

It was reported that fly-tipped waste, largely comprising of construction and paving waste, has
been found on the westside of Sandringham Park, backing onto residential buildings. The waste
was uncovered as part of a bush and bramble reduction project undertaken in the area. Due to
the location, it is unlikely that the waste was deposited from a vehicle.

Due to the type of waste and location, it cannot be removed easily, and the exact weight of
materials cannot be known until work has been undertaken. A provisional quote of £2,140 has
been received, however costs could be higher if the waste is heavier than estimated.

Letters have been sent to local residents to make them aware of the works, the costs, and to
request any information on the fly tipping.

The removal of brambles has also revealed some residents may have unauthorised access to
the park from their gardens.

Following an extensive discussion, it was RESOLVED to take the following actions:
o To give delegated authority to the Facilities Officer to proceed with removal of the waste
within the confines of the budget and Financial Regulations.
¢ Due to safety issue posed by the waste, to proceed with quickest option for removal.

Sandringham Park.

Friends of Sandringham Park have indicated that they may not continue to operate, and the
organisation’s members are in communication with Wetherby Town Council to explore options to
keep it running.

Noted that as a community organisation, Friends of Sandringham Park opens up new
opportunities for funding that the council cannot access.

The committee considered whether the community organisation could incorporate other
greenspaces in Wetherby, as some members of the public have indicated interest in creating
similar organisations and groups for other greenspaces around Wetherby.

It was AGREED to continue discussions with Friends of Sandringham Park and explore the above
suggestion.

7. Wetherby Cemetery.

71

White letter box.
The committee considered a report for the installation of a “Letters to heaven” white letter box at
the Cemetery on Hallfield Lane, following a proposal from a member of the public.

The Committee considered issues that may impede the project, including concerns around
damage and vandalism, and how to ensure GDPR compliance in disposing of the letters.

It was NOTED that the resident has offered to donate £200 towards the cost of the letter box.
Councillor Carr offered to donate an additional £100 towards the costs.
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10.

11.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to install a freestanding letter box utilising the funds
donated.

7.2 Ash Scattering.
The committee considered a report from the Facilities Officer to create a dedicated space for
scattering ashes in the Cemetery. Currently ashes scattered either at the back of the cemetery
or in the memorial garden. The committee considered that installing benches in a secluded area
of the cemetery may result in creating an environment which encourages vandalism and anti-
social behaviour.

Following a discussion, it was agreed to proceed with exploring options and costs to improve the
space around the memorial wall to create a more sympathetic area for ash scattering.

War memorial.

The cleaning and inspection of the War Memorial has been completed. It is recommended that checks
are conducted annually however practical difficulties accessing the War Memorial long-term may limit
this.

Thanks were extended to the resident who gave access to their land to install scaffolding which enabled
the cleaning. A letter of thanks will be sent to the resident.

Facilities Report.

The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED a verbal report on the management of Wetherby Town Council
properties and facilities.

Notable items include:

e The new bubble play panel has been installed at Sandringham Park.

o The Facilities Officer is in communication with Streetscape playground manufacturing to look at
more cost-effective surfacing options for Scaur Bank Playground and Mason Field.

e The Facilities Officer and Town Clerk are exploring options for improved flood defences at Scaur
Bank, for consideration at a future meeting.

o Wetherby in Bloom have expressed interest in extending one of the flower beds at Jubilee
Gardens into a sweeping bed by the garden’s entrance.

e Bin emptying is being undertaken at the Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens by the
Council’'s grounds maintenance contractors. New bins may be required at Bridgefoot Gardens
as the current bins are too small.

¢ |lvy and trees have been removed from Bridgefoot Gardens.

¢ A report was received that a property sale sign has been erected on land off Walton Road. The
sign has since been removed and additional checks added to the inspection list.

e The fallen fence panels on Walton Road have been coned off. It is unknown who is responsible
for the fence. The Facilities Officer is liaising with Leeds City Council to try identify the
department responsible.

¢ [Initial tree planting options provided by LCC were discussed and noted by members. Awaiting
formal proposal.

Items for information

Councillor Newcombe reported that Wetherby Lions are exploring the possibility of funding a bus shelter
in Wetherby. No site has been identified at this time. Councillor Newcome to share the council’s
previous findings and costings for the installation of a bus shelter with CIL funding.

Next meeting.
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be held on the 18" May 2026.

The meeting closed at 7.04pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.
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