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Date:    Tuesday 14th April 2026 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle (Chair) 

Councillor Harrington 
Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Coates 
 

In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
   Administration Assistant 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
1. Apologies. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Nicholson. Apologies were also received from member J. Kent. 
 
Apologies from member D. Turner were received post-meeting. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 13th January 2026, as approved 
at Full Council on the 10th March were RECEIVED. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting  

Councillor Lavocah updated on investigations into the running of a Murder Mystery night. It was NOTED 
that plans have been paused for now while the results of the events survey are discussed. 
 
Councillor Smith gave an update on plans for Yorkshire in Bloom. The ‘Knitting Ninja’s’ have partnered 
with the ‘Knitwits & Hookers’ knitting group on a large-scale knitting project around the town in July.  
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6. Carol Concert & Light Switch-on event 
Apologies from the Chair of the Wetherby Business Association were received.  
 
A provisional request has been received from Wetherby Business Association for the council to take 
over operation of the annual Carol Concert and Light Switch-on events. 
 
The committee considered the following topics: 
 

• What are the requirements for the organisation of these events. What stakeholders are involved in 
the events and what is their degree of involvement. 

• What are the financial requirements for these events and where ongoing funding for their operation 
could be sourced.  

• That a full business proposal is required to fully understand the scope of these events. The 
committee expressed that it is difficult to commit until the requirements are fully understood. 

 
Following a discussion, it was AGREED to re-request a representative of Wetherby Business 
Association to attend the Welcome to Wetherby meeting in May with a full business proposal including 
costings.  
 
Due to the expected led-time required to organise these events, concern was made that it would be 
difficult to commit to these events should the proposal be delayed further. 

 
7. Live Webcam Proposal 

The committee received a proposal requesting the council consider installing a webcam to stream live 
footage of the town for touristic purposes. Proposed locations included: to the exterior of the Town Hall, 
on a lamppost outside the Angel, and in close proximity to Wetherby bandstand and the river. 
 
The following points were considered: 

• What licencing conditions would be required 

• Initial and ongoing costs of the camera and live streaming service. Consideration would have 
to be made for how electric hookup would be acquired. 

• The Town Hall’s status as a listed building and the limiting factors for installation on the building. 

• Camera installation by or on the Angel would require the consent and ongoing agreement of the 
building’s occupants. 

• A camera installed on a lamppost or on the Wetherby bridge would require the consent of Leeds 
City Council. 
 

Following discussion, it was suggested to contact other Town Councils operating a live camera to 
enquire about how well the webcam has been received in their area. It was AGREED for The Assistant 
Clerk to investigate the costs, maintenance and licensing implications.  

 
8.     Leeds 400 

After a short discussion it was suggested that the Wetherby District Lions Club may wish to add their 
Drovers Day event to the Leeds 400 celebrations which are taking place over the July 2026 – June 
2027 period. Councillor Harrington to enquire. 

 
9. Items for information – None 
 
10. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

The date of the next Welcome to Wetherby Committee has been confirmed as 12th May 2026 at 4.30pm  
 

  
The meeting closed at 5:05pm. 
These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant 
Clerk.  


