
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7PM ON TUESDAY ON 14th APRIL 2026 IN  

THE COURTROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr N Harrington 
    Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor & Chair) 

Cllr N O’Byrne 
Cllr H Chapman 

 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr W Coates  

Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr E Smith  
 
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 
    Cllr D Carr 

Cllr J Lavocah 
      
     
In Attendance:   Assistant Clerk, Burials Manager, Ward Councillor Lamb, 7 members of the public 
 

244 25-26 Questions or comments from members of the public. 

 Not later than 7.15pm. 

 

Highways Meeting – A member of the public reported on issues raised at the last Road 

Safety meeting attended by representatives of Leeds City Council’s (LCC) Highways. 

Particular concern was raised for congestion on Victoria Street.    

 

Pollution Monitors – It was NOTED that both pollution monitors have now been installed 

and will be operational within the next few days. 

 

Wetherby Musical Theatre Group – Members of the Wetherby Musical Theatre Group 

enquired about designated spaces suitable for rehearsals in Wetherby and requested that 

the council to consider creating a theatre space. Group members were informed of current 

TC grants available. Councillor Harrington and Lamb offered to discuss their request post-

meeting. 

 

 The Mayor thanked members of public for their attendance. 

 

 3 members of the public left at 7.17pm 
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245 25-26 Reports from Ward Councillors 
 
Cllr Lamb 

• Reported that Crossley Street Car Park will be resurfaced and requested that 
residents should report any further obstructions. 

• Reports of an abandoned car in Wetherby Town Centre are being investigated. 
• Leeds Local Plan – Changes to the National Policy Framework require the still 

developing Leeds Local Plan to be revisited. It is expected that this will present 
further opportunity to submit new locations & consultation responses. 

• Parking Charges – Councillor Lamb encouraged residents to submit complaints to 
LCC on any issues arising from the implementation of car parking charges at Station 
Car Park and the Wilderness. 

 
Cllr Harrington 

• Reported on plans to increase blue badge parking spaces. 
• Noise complaints raised on North Street and York Road have been investigated. 

Construction company undertaking the works have been warned that noisy works 
must be finished by 11pm. Councillor Harrington asked that any further issues should 
be reported to her. 

 
246 25-26 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations – 

None. 
 
*Cllr Lamb and 2 members of the public left at 5.29pm* 

 
247 25-26 Apologies. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillors Riddell, Nicholson, and Newcombe. 

 

248 25-26 Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 10th March 2026. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor Buckle, it was  

       RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes be approved and signed as a 

true record. 

 

  249 25-26        Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

 

  250 25-26 Mayor’s update – The Mayor updated on engagements he attended since the last meeting 

including the Wetherby Privas Twinning Association Annual General meeting, met with 

Wetherby’s knitting groups, “the Knitting Ninjas”, and the “Knitwits and Hookers”, and 

reported on the installation of the Air Pollution Monitors.  

 

251 25-26  Election of Deputy Mayor  
 Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 

RESOLVED by a   unanimous show of hands to defer the election of the deputy mayor until 

June 2026. 

252 25-26 Councillor Vacancy – East Ward 
Leeds City Council electoral services have advised that Wetherby Town Council can proceed 
with the co-option process to fill it’s vacancy. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Coates, it was 
RESOLVED for members of the co-option committee to agree their next meeting date to 
conduct interviews and set a date for the notice of co-option to be published at their earliest 
opportunity. 
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253 25-26  Town Clerk’s update report 
  The Assistant Clerk reported on the following items: 

• Clerk is focused on tying up end of the financial year items and ensuring 
compliance with the AGAR ahead of the Annual Town Council Meeting in May 
2026. 

• Reminder that the Annual Civic Service of Thanksgiving will take place at 
2:30pm on Sunday 19th April at St James’ Church. 

 
254 25-26 Financial Reports/updates    

 

a) List of Payments 
It was proposed by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 64 payments totalling 
£56,113.00 reviewed at the Budgets & Governance meeting prior to this meeting for 
the period between 12th March 2026 to 14th April 2026, be approved and can be found 
as appendix 1 from page 4440. 

 

b) Budget Comparison 

Following a Proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to defer this item to the next meeting of 

the Town Council. 

 

c) Grant application – Drovers Day 
Councillor Chapman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 254 25-26 due to their 
being a member of the applicant organisation. 
 
A grant application of £1,000 towards the Wetherby District Lions Club’s (CIO) 2026 
Drovers Day event was RECEIVED and CONSIDERED.   
 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor 
Harrington, and RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to grant £1,000 to the 

Wetherby District Lions Club (CIO). 
 

255 25-26   Budgets & Governance Committee 

   The minutes of the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on the 10th March 2026, 

as approved by committee members on the 14th April 2026, were RECIEVED by the Council. 

The minutes can be found as appendix 2 from page 4444. 

 
256 25-26 Staffing Committee 

a) Minutes – 22nd January 2026. 
It was proposed by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Staffing Committee 
meeting be approved by committee members and received by the council. The minutes 
can be found as appendix 3 from page 4446. 
 

b) Minutes – 2nd April 2026. 
It was proposed by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Harrington, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Staffing Committee 
meeting be approved by committee members and received by the council. The minutes 
can be found as appendix 4 from page 4447. 
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257 25-26 Planning Committee 
a) Minutes – 9th March 2026. 

It was proposed by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Brradley, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Planning 
Committee meeting be approved by committee members and received by the council. 
The minutes can be found as appendix 5 from page 4448. 
 

b) Minutes – 30th March 2026. 
The notes of the inquorate Planning Committee meeting be approved by committee 
members and received by the council. The minutes can be found as appendix 6 from 
page 4451. 

 
258 25-26 Property Committee minutes – 9th March 2026. 

 Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED to defer this item to the next available meeting.  

 
259 25-26 Town Hall Management Committee minutes– 30th March 2026. 
 Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 

RESOLVED to defer this item to the next available meeting. 
 
260 25-26 Markets Committee – 19th March 2026. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Buckle, and RESOLVED by 
a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Markets Committee meeting be 
approved by committee members and received by the council. The minutes can be found as 
appendix 7 from page 4452. 

 
261 25-26  Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 

 
a) Police matters. 

• Crime figures are lower overall. 

• Investigations are still being conducted into the break-in at Boots on North Street. 
 

b) PACT update information March 2026. 
Police and Communities Together (PACT) information and figures for March 2026 were 
RECEIVED and NOTED.   

 
262 25-26 Highways – No new updates received. 
 
263 25- 26 Correspondence  

a) Mayor’s Safer Communities Fund – it was NOTED that the Mayors Safer Communities 
Fund round 10 opens on the 1st June and closes on the 3rd July 2026, and round 11 
opens on the 9th November, closing on the 11th December 2026. 

Further information can be found at: https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/policing-and-
crime/communities/mayors-safer-communities-fund/ 
 

264 25-26 Next meeting to be held on 12th May 2026 – Noted. 

Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 5th May 2026. 

 
Meeting was closed at 8.30pm 
Minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 

SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:   ...........................................................................................  

https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/policing-and-crime/communities/mayors-safer-communities-fund/
https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/policing-and-crime/communities/mayors-safer-communities-fund/
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Date:   Tuesday 14th April 2026 

Time:   6.00pm  

Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillors: Mulhall (Chair), O’Byrne, Carr, Lavocah & Bradley 

   

In attendance: Assistant Clerk, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 MINUTES 

 

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

 

1. Apologies. 
It was RESOLVED that apologies from Councillor Newcombe be received, and reasons for absence 
approved. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None 
 

3. Minutes. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 10th March 2026, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Wetherby Town Council Payments. 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 10th March 2026 to 
14th April 2026. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2508 – £1.21 - Sum-up (Card Fees – Thursday market) 

• Transaction 2532 – £2,000 - St Anne’s Community Services (Grant Smart Education Interactive)  

• Transaction 2507 – £653.42 - Peninsula (H&S and HR Support) 

• Transaction 2509 – £46.29 Document Solutions (Printer Contract) 

• Transaction 2510 – £20.31 YGP DD (Electricity - Cemetery) 

• Transaction 2559 - £150 C Mulhall Expenses (Glitter Ball)  
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments are to be made. 

 

5. Wetherby Town Council Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 10th March 2026 to 14th April 2026 in 
line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
 
The following receipts were checked: 
 

•  Transaction 510 – £2,210.34 – Unity Bank (Interest) 

• Transaction 507 – £932.70 – N Hepburn (Plot purchase) 

• Transaction 495 – £464.85 – Thursday Market (Tolls) 
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6. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multiuse card payments to be made for the period between  
10th  March 2026 to 14th April 2026. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2541 – £39.99 Aldi (Folding Trolley)  

• Transaction 2542 – £201.60 UK Point of Sale Group (A Board) 

• Transaction 2539 - £1.65 Wm Morrisons (Milk) 
 

7.    Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Councils cashbooks and corresponding bank statements to 31st 
March 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 

8.    Town Hall CIO payments.  
Members conducted a check on a sample of payments for the period of 10th March 2026 to 14th April 
2026.  

 

• Transaction 1308 – Touchwood of Wetherby Ltd - £58.99 (Decorating Supplies & Light bulbs) 

• Transaction 1311 – Legionella Leeds - £569.99 (Legionella Risk Assessment) 

• Transaction 1324 - £693.36 Pickering Lifts - (Tinsel Town Monitoring) 

• Transaction 1299 - £250.73 – YGP Electricity (Town Hall Electricity)  
 

9.    Town Hall CIO receipts. 
Members conducted a check on a sample of receipts as shown on the Town Hall CIO Bank Statements 
during the period from 10th March 2026 to 14th April 2026. 

• Transaction 817 – HTF Legal - £51.37 (Room Hire) 

• Transaction 847 – Jodi Johnson - £82.68 (Room Hire) 
 

10.    Town Hall CIO Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Town Hall CIO’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements 
to 31st March 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 
11.    Budget Comparison – DEFERRED.  

 
12.    PWLB lending facility Audit Statement 

Members RECEIVED and NOTED the PWLB lending facility Audit Statement as of 31st March 2026. 
 

13.    Next meeting. 
 The next meeting of the Budgets & Governance Committee was confirmed as being held on  
 Tuesday 12th May 2026. 
 Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 5th May 2026. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6:42pm 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Administration Assistant. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
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Date:   Thursday 22nd January 2026     

Time:   9.30am  

Location:   
  

  Town Council Offices, Wetherby Town Hall  

Present:       

     Cllr Norma Harrington (Chair)  

     Cllr Neil O’Byrne  

     Cllr Dawn Payne  

    
  

 Cllr Harry Chapman  

        

In attendance: The Town Clerk, Dianne Rickaby (virtually)  

  

  

1. Apologies - No apologies received.  

  

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – none.   

  

3. Exclusion of the press and public.  

  

It was resolved that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) Act 
1960 as amended – because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted - the meeting be not open to the public during the 
session of item number 4 of the agenda.  

  

4. Staffing Matters   

The Chair of staffing gave members an update with regards to a request from a member    of the 

administration team in relation to changing their place of work.   

The request was detailed, all of which was considered and discussed. Members advised that     a 

reply be sent to the member of staff to ascertain more information and to relay the    employee 

procedures within the employee handbook.  

  

• Date of next meeting – tba.  

  

The meeting ends at 10.30am   

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Dianne Rickaby (Town Clerk) 
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Date: Thursday 2nd April 2026   

Time: 9.30am 

Location:   Town Council Offices, Wetherby Town Hall 

 

Present:    

  Cllr Norma Harrington (Chair) 

  Cllr Neil O’Byrne 

  Cllr Dawn Carr 

  Cllr Harry Chapman 

 

    

In attendance: The Town Clerk, Dianne Rickaby  

 

 

1. Apologies - No apologies received. 
 

2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – none.  
 

3. Exclusion of the press and public. 
 

It was RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) 

Act 1960 as amended – because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted - the meeting be not open to the public during the 

session of item number 4of the agenda. 

 

4. Staffing Matters  
         The Clerk gave members a comprehensive staffing report. 

 

 The Committee considered the staffing matters. 

 

In accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR and having regard to the    Council’s 

obligations under employment law to maintain confidentiality in personnel matters, no further details 

are recorded in the public minutes. 

 

The matter was considered in confidential session in line with the provisions of the Local Government 

Act 1972, and a separate confidential record is maintained. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the discussions and recommendations be agreed, and the Clerk to follow up 

accordingly. 

 

5. Date of next meeting – tba. 
 

The meeting ends at 10.30am  

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Dianne Rickaby (Town Clerk) 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
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Date:    Monday 9th March 2026 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Bradley 

   Councillor Chapman   

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Carr (Chair) 

Councillor Nicholson 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
   Councillor Mulhall 
 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies – None. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 

3. Public Participation - None. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 16th February 
2026 be approved. 

 

5. Consultations on planning applications. 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications, subject to the proposals 

meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable 

Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved, and 

meeting conditions set out in items 5.5.1 and 5.5.2. 

 

5.1 26/00707/FU | Conversion of garage to form habitable rooms; single storey rear 
extension; replacement windows and door to side elevations | 10 Thirlmere Drive 
Wetherby LS22 6FE 
 

5.2 26/00951/FU | Part two storey and part single storey side extension including blocking up 
of existing door to other side | 91 Aire Road Wetherby Leeds 
 

5.3 26/00899/FU | Demolition of single storey detached garage to side; construction of new 
single storey side extension with roof light; replacement patio area to rear; new 
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windows/frames to porch and pitched roof replacing flat roof to first floor rear | 4 North 
Grove Avenue Wetherby LS22 7PZ 
 

5.4 26/01072/FU | Loft conversion with dormer window to the rear | 46 Ezart Avenue 
Wetherby LS22 6BB 
 

5.5 Any other applications received for consideration since Tuesday 3rd March 2026: 
5.5.1 26/00713/FU | Conversion of existing Class E commercial unit to six individual 

Class E units; refurbishment and repair works including replacement windows, 
replace existing timber door with double doors and juliet balcony; replacement of 
external fire escape staircase; replacement of roof to North elevation; addition of 
PV Panels | 21 Market Place Wetherby LS22 6LQ 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections subject to the proposals meeting or 
exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD’ to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved, that it meets with any restrictions and conditions for 
development within the conservation area, and provided that any historically important 
features within the building being appropriately preserved. 
 

5.5.2 26/00506/LI | Listed building application for the Conversion of existing Class E 
commercial unit to six individual Class E units; refurbishment and repair works 
including replacement windows, replace existing timber door with double doors 
and juliet balcony; replacement of external fire escape staircase; replacement of 
roof to North elevation; addition of PV panels | 21 Market Place Wetherby LS22 
6LQ 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections subject to the proposals meeting or 
exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPD’ to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved, that it meets with any restrictions and conditions for 
development within the conservation area, and provided that any historically important 
features within the building being appropriately preserved. 
 
Councillor Mulhall joined the meeting at 5:15pm. 
 

5.5.3 26/00877/FU | Removal of conservatory and a garage; erection of single storey 
front extension; part two and single storey extension to rear; alterations to doors 
and windows to side and first floor rear | 14 Meyrick Avenue Wetherby LS22 6SP 

 

6. 26/00171/FU. 
The committee RECIEVED correspondence from a member of the public on application 26/00171/FU, 
noting that the Spinney is a private road, and that the proposed works would encourage unauthorised 
vehicular movements for a new development along a road which is currently unsuitable for this 
additional traffic. 
 
The committee thanked the member for their comments, however having noted that comments from 
WTC had already been submitted and that Transport Development Services have raised the above 
concern in their response, agreed not to submit another comment at this time 

 

7. To receive other planning applications. 
The below applications were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
7.1 26/00076/DHH | 5.00m single storey rear extension, 4.00m to ridge height and 3.00m to 

eaves | 3 Ure Grove Wetherby LS22 7UF 
 

7.2 26/00558/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by conditions 5 (Remediation 
Strategy) and 9 (Ecological Impact Assessment) of Planning Application 23/01507/FU | 
Mercure Hotel Leeds Road Collingham Wetherby LS22 5HE 
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7.3 26/9/00026/MOD | Change of Use from vacant bank building to ground floor restaurant and 

first floor office space incorporating associated external works to the building including 
alterations to the fenestration and a new flue to the rear - NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT 
to 22/05381/FU - Rear external escape stair added, external ground floor store in 
passageway added. Front elevation fenestration revised | Barclays 24 - 26 Market Place 
Wetherby LS22 6NF 

 

8.    To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and   
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications.  

 

9. Items for information – None. 
 

10. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 30th March 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:28pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
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Date:    Monday 30th March 2026 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss  

 

In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
   1 member of the public 
 

 

NOTES 

 

11. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
In the absence of the chair, Councillor Moss chaired the meeting. 
 
Due to non-attendance of councillors, the committee meeting was inquorate and unable to proceed. 
 
It was NOTED that apologies and reasons for absence had been received from Councillor Bradley, 
Councillor Carr, and Councillor Nicholson. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:18pm. 

These notes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Assistant. 
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Date: Thursday 19th March 2026   

Time: 3:00pm 

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE 

 

Present:   Councillor Bradley (Chair) 

  Councillor Buckle 

  Councillor Lavocah 

  Councillor Riddell 

   

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 Facilities Officer 

 Assistant Clerk (from 3:25pm) 

 Representative of Wetherby Business Association 

 1 member of the public. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 

Moss. 

 

2. Declarations of interests - None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members' Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

A representative of Wetherby Business Association and a member of the public proposed an evening 

market for local businesses. This would follow on from the weekly Thursday market, and would include 

street food vendors, children’s activities, and street performers. It was proposed to hold a trial in 

Summer. 

 

The committee considered liability and the cost to extend the licence and road closure to cover the 

operation of an evening market. Further discussion held under item 9.  

 

4. Minutes.  
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

The minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on Thursday 20th November 2025, as approved 
at Full Council on Tuesday 9th December 2025, were received. 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes. 
 
The Assistant Clerk joined the meeting at 3:25pm. 

 

17. Continental Market. 
It was NOTED that the 28th, 29th and 30th has been confirmed for the next Continental Market.  
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18. Trader incentives. 
The Clerk gave an update on incentives to attract new traders to the Market. Following an extensive 
discussion, it was RESOLVED to implement 2 incentives: 

• An introduction scheme, with the introductory trader getting 50% off rent for the week the new 
trader joined the market, and the new trader getting a free introductory week. 

• A 10% reduction in market fees if paid 3 months upfront via pre-payment. 
 

19. Adverse Weather Policy. 
It was reported that following a bad weather warning the week prior, the council staff had trialled setting 

up some traders inside the Town Hall, to ensure their safety. Other traders remained outdoor but traded 

from vans and more weather appropriate structures. 

 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to incorporate this indoor market provision to the adverse 
weather policy as a back-up measure should it be considered unsafe to operate the market outdoors. 
It was NOTED that this provision would only be offered if the Town Hall is open and available for use. 
Any other comments on the policy to be sent to the Clerk. 

 

20. Support working with businesses. 
Proposal raised under item 3. Wetherby Business Association to talk to businesses and ascertain the 
number of interested participants for an evening market. Town Clerk to look at the street licence for the 
shambles. 
 

21. Easter Market 2026. 
The committee received a report on activities planned for the 2026 Easter market, including activity 
sheet, colouring activities, easter photo booths, market scavenger hunt, and craft activities such as 
easter wreath making. 
 
The Easter market will be held on the 9th April 2026. 
 

22. 6 Weeks of Summer Market 2026. 
It was noted that the 2026, 6 Weeks of Summer event will take place from 23rd June to the 27th July 
2026. Stalls providing activities have been arranged, including a stall by the Wetherby foodbank. 
Councillor Lavacah offered to host a food related stall, such as a make your own pizza or pasta stall, 
and staff are in the process of contacting local services such as the local police, fire service, and 
ambulance service to enquire about joining the market. 
 
Councillor Bradley suggested contacting a local private ambulance service to enquire about putting on 
a first aid demo or similar activity. 
 

23. Market Place access. 
The Clerk gave a verbal report of an incident on the Market involving unauthorised vehicles driving onto 
Market Place during a road closure.  It was noted that the driver was aggressive and posed a danger 
to staff and public. The incident has been reported with the Police, and officers are following up with 
related businesses. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to cost up options for bollards or similar structures, liaise 
with LCC to request permission to install bollards on their land, and give authority to the Clerk to 
proceed with installation if the cost is below the clerk’s threshold to ensure the market is compliant with 
Martin’s Law. 
 

24. Items for information – None. 
 

25. Date of next Markets Committee meeting. 
The next meeting date was confirmed as being held on Thursday 16th April 2026 at 3:00pm in Wetherby 
Town Hall. 
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The meeting closed at 4:20pm.  

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and Town Clerk, and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 


