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Property Committee – 18th May 2026 

Date:    Monday 18th May 2026 
Time:   5:30 pm  
Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.  
 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 
Councillor Chapman 
Councillor Mulhall 
Councillor O’Byrne 
Councillor Carr 

 
In attendance:  Town Clerk 

Assistant Clerk 
Facilities Officer 
Councillor Matt 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

In the absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 
meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillors 
Newcombe and Moss. 

 
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 
The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 9th March 2026, as approved at Full 
Council on Tuesday 12th May 2026, were RECEIVED.  
 
It was RESOLVED to move to item 6.4 at 5.35pm, returning to item 5 at 6:24pm. 

 
5. Items arising from the last meeting. 

 
5.1 Sandringham Park Fly-Tipping and hedgerow. 

It was NOTED that poor ground conditions have prevented the clearance of fly-tipped materials 
at Sandringham Park. Contractors are ready to undertake work once the ground is dry. 
 
Funding is being sought to enhance the hedgerow. 
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5.2 Church on the Corner Survey. 
The condition survey for the Church on the Corner has been completed. Confirmation is being 
sought from the sponsor that funds are still in place to proceed with works. 
 
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that, once funding is confirmed, the Council enter into 
discussions with Churches Together regarding use of the church. 
 

5.3 Cemetery Workshop. 
The Committee received a quotation of £33,000 for repointing the Cemetery Workshop. It was 
reported that, while a potential contractor was pricing the works, they suggested that the recent 
repointing works at the Church on the Corner may have used an unsuitable mortar. The Facilities 
Officer will investigate. 
 
A budget still needs to be identified; however, the building is secure for the time being. 
 

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas. 
 
6.1 Scaur Bank Playground. 

Following an inspection of the play area, it was reported that the SEN swing had failed inspection. 
A quotation of £1,680 (inc. VAT) was received for a like-for-like replacement. It was NOTED that 
no warranty is offered on swing sets. 
 
The Committee also NOTED a request from a member of the public to replace the bridge section 
within the Kompan play structure with one fitted with railings, to address concerns about the 
perceived risk of young children falling. A quotation of £2,518.32 (inc. VAT) was received for the 
replacement. 
 
It was NOTED that the bridge is low to the ground and that the bark surfacing complies with the 
critical fall height (CFH) requirements for the equipment, helping to reduce the risk of injury. The 
Committee considered that a fall from the bridge would not be dangerous if the equipment were 
used appropriately and by children within the intended age range. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to replace the swing set with a like-for-like equivalent 
at £1,680 (inc VAT), and to implement signage at the site reminding the public that children should 
be monitored while using the play area.  

 
6.2    Scaur Bank Playground Surfacing. 

It was reported that the bark surfacing at Scaur Bank requires topping up, and the Committee 
received a report on alternative surfacing options. 
 
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that, owing to the safety issue identified, delegated 
authority be given to the Facilities Officer to appoint a contractor to top up the surfacing on the 
basis of best value. 
 

6.3 Friends Of Group 
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the following meeting. 
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6.4 Tree Planting. 

Councillor Nicholson presented options for externally funded tree planting across Council sites. 
These included: 

• Tree planting in Raby Park, with whips in the centre and high carbon-absorbing species 
planted along the roadside edges. 

• Fruit trees in Sandringham Park as part of a community remembrance.  

• Trees along the river at Scaur Bank/King George’s Field to support flood defence and 
biodiversity. 

• Whips planted in Millennium Field. 
 

A survey carried out by LCC on tree planting options generated 116 responses, the majority of 
which were from Wetherby residents. 
 
The Committee considered the requirements of each site. It was noted that the Council had 
recently been required by the Environment Agency to remove 200 self-seeded saplings from the 
river edge at Scaur Bank at considerable cost, and that replanting trees there may not represent 
good value for money. However, the Committee was open to alternatives, such as reeds, which 
could improve river biodiversity. 
 
The Committee also considered recent public views on planting in the parks. Some residents 
near Raby Park have expressed opposition to further planting there, and a recent survey 
undertaken by LCC on Millennium Field suggests there is significant opposition to additional tree 
planting at that site. 
 
Following an extensive discussion, it was RESOLVED that further research into the following 
options was required: 

• Raby Park – To confirm whether roadside trees would be affected by road gritting, and 
whether there would be any cost implications from LCC in changing the agreed site 
management plan. 

• Sandringham – To explore what Fruit trees LCC would be able to plant, as part of the 
community orchard/hedgerow project already in discussion for Sandringham Park. 

• Scaur Bank/King Georges Field – To investigate alternative planting options such as 
reeds.  

• Millenium Field – To postpone any further investigations into this site until after a lease 
renewal has been agreed. 

• To liaise with local groups at the Wetherby BMX Track, Devil’s Toenail and Hudson Field 
to understand any requirements for tree planting at those sites. 

 
Thanks were given to Councillor Nicholson for their research on this project. 

 
6.5 Bridgefoot Gardens & the Garden of Rest. 

The Facilities Officer reported on progress with the replanting of the Council’s show gardens. 
Living Potential has taken over weeding in the Garden of Rest and will undertake replanting there 
in June, following a period of rest. 
 
Bridgefoot Gardens is currently being maintained by Council contractors. The Council’s grounds 
maintenance contractor will reduce the flower beds to their original size when weather conditions 
allow. 
 

6.6 Community Noticeboard. 
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the following meeting. 
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7. Facilities Report.  
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED a verbal report on the management of Wetherby Town Council 
properties and facilities. 
Notable items include: 

• Gate House – Although Wetherby Town Council has planted this area in previous years, LCC 
has advised that the Council should no longer plant flowers on this land. The area will be 
reseeded with grass seed. 
 

8. Items for information – None. 
 
9. Next meeting. 

The next meeting of the Property Committee will be held on the 23rd June 2026. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 6.47pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 


