
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7PM ON TUESDAY 12TH MAY 2026 IN  
WETHERBY TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, WETHERBY 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr N Harrington  
    Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor of Wetherby) 
    Cllr H Chapman 
    Cllr M Nicholson 
 
  West Ward Cllr W Coates 
    Cllr G Moss 
    Cllr A Riddell 
    Cllr E Smith 
  
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 
    Cllr D Carr 
    Cllr J Lavocah 
 
In Attendance:  Town Clerk 

Assistant Clerk 
 Ward Councillor Lamb and Stables 
 4 members of the public. 
 
1 26-27 Election of Chair 

After being proposed by Councillor Bradley and seconded by Councillor Carr, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that Councillor Mulhall be re-elected to serve 
as the Chair of Wetherby Town Council and Mayor of Wetherby for the 2026/27 period.  
 
Councillor Mulhall’s declaration of acceptance of office and agreement to abide by the 
council’s Code of Conduct were duly signed and received in the presence of the Proper 
Officer. 

 
2 26-27 Address from the Mayor of Wetherby. 

Councillor Mulhall addressed the Council, thanking the councillors and staff who ensured 
the operation of the council, thanking the residents who supported the council through the 
year, and spoke of the approximately 70 civic events he attended as the Mayor of Wetherby 
for the 2025/26 civic year. 
 
It was NOTED that over £3,000 was raised for the mayor’s charity, MIND, in the 2025/26 
year and that the Mayor’s charity for the 2026/27 year will be Martin House Children’s 
Hospice. 

 
3 26-27 Questions or comments from members of the public. 
 

The following topics were raised by members of the public: 

• A skip left on Victoria Street has resulted in an area of the road not being resurfaced 
with the rest of the road – creating an uneven surface. It was requested that a more 
co-ordinated approach could have been taken to avoid this. Ward Councillors to 
follow up with Leeds City Council. 

 
4 26-27 Apologies. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Moss, seconded by Councillor Smith, it was RESOLVED 
by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for absence 
accepted, from Councillors O’Byrne, Newcombe, and Buckle. 
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5 26-27 Code of Conduct 
 

a) Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None received at this 
item. 
 

b) Registers of interests. 
Members were reminded of the need to keep their registers of interests up to date. 
There were no updates received at this meeting.  

 
6 26-27 Minutes of the last meeting.  

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Carr, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Town Council meeting, 
held on 14th April 2026, be approved and signed as a true record by the Mayor.  

 
7 26-27 Councillor Information. 
 

a) Ward Councillor updates. 
• Councillor Stables reminded the council of the upcoming Wetherby Eco-fair on 

the 6th June and Dementia Event on the 11th June. Both events can be found 
on the Council’s website. 

• Councillor Lamb congratulated Councillor Harrington and expressed respect 
for Councillor Riddell for their efforts in the recent Councillor Elections. 

• Councillor Lamb noted that there are many prospective housing developments 
being planned on the border with Wetherby. A public meeting Is being planned 
to address concerns. 
 

  Councillor Lamb, Stables, and 3 members of the public left the meeting at 7:29pm. 

b) Training. 
Training undertaken by members in the past year was RECEIVED.  
 
Councillors were reminded that they must upload their training certificate to their 
training profile or send their certificate to the Clerk after completing their GDPR 
training to ensure that it is correctly recorded. 
 

c) Attendance. 
Members’ totalled attendance figures at meetings over the past year was NOTED.  
 
Attendance at Full Council meetings has averaged at 79% for the 2025/26 year. 
 
The committee requested that Full Attendance data be brought to the following 
meeting. 
 
1 member of the public left the meeting at 7:35pm. 
 

d) Councillor Surgeries. 
After being proposed by Councillor Harrington and seconded by Councillor Coates, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the proposed arrangements for 
the routine Thursday Surgeries be accepted, subject to councillors who are unable to 
attend midday surgeries due to work commitments being replaced with councillors 
with availability.  
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It was NOTED that while the Thursday Councillor Surgery will remain in place, 
councillors are welcome to hold additional surgeries at alternative times or locations, if 
they inform the council so that it may be endorsed. 

 

e) Tempo FM slots. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Riddell, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that draft arrangements for council 
representation on Tempo FM be agreed. 
 
Outlook meeting requests will be sent to all councillors attending Tempo FM. 

 
8 26-27 Civic Service 2027. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 
RESOLVED that the 2027 Civic Service will be held on the 18th April 2027. 

 
9 26-27 Councillor Vacancy – East Ward. 

It was NOTED that a co-option date had not yet been arranged.  
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the following meeting.
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DELEGATION & COMMITTEES  
 
10 26-27 Scheme of Delegation. 

It was proposed by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor Riddell, and RESOLVED by 
a unanimous show of hands that the council’s Scheme of Delegation as amended be 
adopted for 26/27. 
 

11 26-27 Meeting Schedule 2026-27. 
The Council received a draft meeting schedule for the 2026/27 year. Due to limitations on 
room availability within the Town Hall, all meetings will now be held on Tuesday evenings. 
It was raised that to ensure the meeting as are accessible to working councillors and the 
public, that meetings should not be held before 5pm.  
 
Following a discussion, the following amendments were raised: 

• Move all meetings to a later start to ensure all meetings at held on or after 5pm. 

• To move the Welcome to Wetherby meeting to the 3rd Tuesday of the month and 
suspend it subject to the outcome of a Council Strategy meeting to ensure the 
governance of the committee adheres to the needs of the council and public. 

• To hold an additional CIL committee on the 9th June 2026. 
 

Following a proposal by Councillor Riddell, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 

RESOLVED that the schedule be approved subject to the above amendments being 

made were reasonably possible. 

 

It was requested that a strategy meeting be arranged in June. 

 
12 26-27 Committee appointments. 

The following agenda items 12 26-27 a-e were discussed in the round. It was RESOLVED 
by a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Harrington, and a 
unanimous show of hands, that the amendments discussed in agenda items 12 26-27 a-e 
be accepted. 

  
a) Appointment of Committees 

The committees as presented in 12 26-27 e, were appointed for the 2026/27 Civic Year 

and they were given delegated powers and duties in accordance with their terms of 

reference (see item 12 26-27 d). 

 

b) Appointment of non-councillor members to Welcome to Wetherby. 
Member D. Turner was appointed as a member of Welcome to Wetherby. 
 

c) Terms of Reference 
The Council received amended terms of reference for the Council’s committees, as listed 
under item 12 26-27 d except terms of reference for Welcome to Wetherby. The 
amended terms of reference and delegated powers for the other committees were 
approved. 
 
Terms of reference for Welcome to Wetherby were deferred, and meetings suspended, 
until the outcome of the strategy meeting (see 11 26-27). 
 

d) Committee Membership 
The following changes were made to committee membership: 

• Councillor Coates joined the Finance and General-Purpose Committee.  

• Councillor Lavocah joined the Planning Committee - to be reviewed when the 
new co-opted councillor joins. 

• Councillor Smith to replace Councillor Chapman on the Town Hall Management 
Committee. 
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e) Chairmanship of Committees 
The Chairs of Committees are as shown below:  
 

• Appeals Committee – Councillor Moss (Chair) 

• Budgets & Governance Committee – Councillor Newcombe (Chair) 

• Community Infrastructure Levy Committee – Councillor O’Byrne (Chair) 

• Co-option Advisory Committee – Councillor Mulhall (Chair) 

• Finance & General Purposes Committee – Councillor Mulhall (Chair) 

• Markets Committee – Councillor Bradley (Chair) 

• Planning Committee – Councillor Carr (Chair) 

• Property Committee – Councillor Newcombe (Chair) 

• Staffing Committee – Councillor Harrington (Chair) 

• Town Hall Management Committee – Councillor Moss (Chair) 

• Welcome to Wetherby – Councillor Buckle (Chair) 
 
13 26-27 Representation on outside organisations. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Mulhall, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that representatives on outside organisations 
should be amended as shown below:  

a) Better Wetherby Partnership – Councillor Harrington 
b) Cash Access UK - Community Engagement – No longer active. No representation 

needed. 
c) Friends of Sandringham Park – Councillor Moss. 
d) Leeds Festival Working Group – Councillor Mulhall 
e) Leeds Outer North East Town & Parish Forum – Councillor Carr replacing 

Councillor Chapman 
f) Plastic Free Community Steering Group – No representation at present and no 

communications have been received in recent history. To be reviewed if another 
meeting is held. 

g) Swinnow Hill / Racecourse Approach Group – Councillors Carr and Mulhall.  
h) Yorkshire Local Councils Associations Leeds Branch – The Town Clerk 

 

MINUTES 

14 26-27 Budgets & Governance Committee 
The minutes of the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting, held on the 14th April 2026, 
and approved by the Budgets and Governance Committee on the 12th May 2026 were 
RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 1 from page 4466. 
 

15 26-27 Planning Committee 
It was RESOLVED by a proposal from Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor 
Harrington, that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting, held on the 20th April 2026, 
be APPROVED and can be found as appendix 2 from page 4468. 

 
16 26-27 Property Committee 

It was RESOLVED by a proposal from Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor 
Harrington, that the minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on the 9th March 
2026, be APPROVED and can be found as appendix 3 from page 4472. 
 

17 26-27 Town Hall Management Committee 
 

a) 30th March 2026 
The minutes of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting, held on the 30th 
March 2026, as approved on the 20th April 2026, were RECEIVED and can be found 
as appendix 4 from page 4476. 
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b) 20th April 2026 
It was RESOLVED by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Harrington, that 
the minutes of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting, held on the 20th April 
2026, be APPROVED and can be found as appendix 5 from page 4479. 

 

18 26-27 Welcome to Wetherby 

The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting, held on the 14th April 2026, as approved 

by members on the 12th May 2026, were RECEIVED and can be found as appendix 6 from 

page 4481. 
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ACCOUNTS & FINANACE 

19 26-27 Ear-Marked Reserves. 

The council NOTED that their ear-marked reserved totalled £1,171,536.76. 
 
The Clerk reported that the Budgets & Governance Committee are looking at options to 
put reserves into an high interest saving account.  
 

20 26-27 2025/26 Financial Statements. 
a) Bank balances. 

The council’s bank balances, as of 31st March 2026, were:  

• Unity Trust Current a/c - £723,573.01 

• Unity Trust Savings/Deposit a/c - £430,775.92 
 

b) Income and Expenditure report 
Opening Balance £113,894.75 
Plus: Income for Year £1,639,340.04 
Less:  Expenditure for Year £934,010.63 
Transfers to / from Reserves -£693,179.87 

Closing Balance c/f £126,044.29 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Moss, and 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the Income and Expenditure 

report be accepted. 

 

c) Balance sheet as of 31st March 2026 
 
Current Assets 
Debtors £880.00 
VAT Control a/c £22,406.99 
Prepayments £199.85 
Unity Trust Current Bank a/c £723,573.01 
Unity Trust Savings Bank a/c £430,775.92 
Petty Cash £- 
Pensions £- 

Total Assets £1,177,835.77 

 
Current Liabilities 
Creditors £6,299.01 
Accruals £- 
PAYE & NI £- 
Receipts in Advance £- 

Total Liabilities £6,299.01 

 
Total Assets Less Current Liabilities £1,171,536.76 
*£1 variance due to rounding during calculations. 
 
Represented by: 

General Fund £126,044.29 

General Reserves £57,387.00 

Ear-Marked Reserves £988,105.47 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Coates, seconded by Councillor Carr, and 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the Balance sheet be accepted.  
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d) Outturn against budget – Clerks report 
It was NOTED that the audit is still being awaited.  
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Nicholson, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to defer this item until the 
outcome of the audit is received. 

 
21 26-27 Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) to the 31st March 2026 

Following a proposal from Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that items 21 26-27 a-b be deferred until 
such a time that the outcome of the internal audit is received. 
 

a) Annual Governance Statements 2025/26 
 

b) Annual Accounting Statements 2025/26 
 

22 26-27 Eligibility for General Power of Competence through 2026/27. 
 

a) Councillor Criteria.  
Following a proposal by Councillor Nicholson, seconded by Councillor Coates, it 
was RESOLVED that the number of councillors elected, at the time of resolution, 
exceeded the criteria for eligibility for General Power of Competence. 
 

b) Clerk Criteria 
Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Smith, it was 
RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is qualified in the certificate in Local Council 
Administration and therefore meets the criteria for General Power of Competence. 
 

Having resolved the above items, it was confirmed that Wetherby Town Council meets the 

criteria to use General Power of Competence for the duration 2026/27. 

 
23 26-27 Payments 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 51 payments, totalling 
£39,010.12, as detailed in appendix 7 on page 4483 be approved.  

 
24 26-27 Budget Comparison. 

A budget comparison report to the 12th May 2026 was received. Some budget expenses 
are expected to be higher as the council is still awaiting some final invoices and bills. 
 
It was queried whether, when reviewing staffing capacity and demand, a report could be 
included to compare staff costings against deliverables. Town Clerk to include a narrative 
report alongside the budget report. 

 
The Council is now introducing a monthly executive summary which will keep members of 
the public up to date on costings and progress against the strategy. 

 
25 26-27 Reserves & Investments Policy 

Following a proposal by Councillor Lavocah, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the draft Reserves and Investments Policy 
be approved. 
 
A copy of the policy can be found on the Wetherby Town Council website. 
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26 26-27 Grant Application. 
Councillors Harrington, Carr, Chapman, and Mulhall declared a non-pecuniary interest in 
item 26 26-27 due to being members of the Privas Committee. 

 
Following a proposal by Councillor Coates, seconded by Councillor Lavocah, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, with 1 abstention, to give £500 to Wetherby 
Privas Twinning Association to support the accommodation and hosting of Delegates of 
Wetherby’ Twinned Town Privas. 
 

27 26-27 Subsidy grant to Wetherby Town Hall CIO. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Coates, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the grant of £59,000 to be paid to 
Wetherby Town Hall CIO.  
 

28 26-27 Town Council office rental. 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Coates, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to pay £4,100 for the 2026/27 rental on the 
council’s offices located in Wetherby Town Hall.  

 
29 26-27 Town Council Direct Debit & Standing Order Schedule 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the following payment be approved to be 
made by direct debit throughout the 2026/27 period:  

a) Leeds City Council - £301 per month for cemetery business rates 
b) Leeds City Council - £206 per month for the market business rates 
c) Leeds City Council - £550 per month for the York Road Depot rates 
d) PCM Computer Services - £202.80 per month for IT support services and anti-virus 

protection.  
e) Grenke Leasing - £204.01 per quarter for photocopier / printer hire.  
f) Business Stream – cemetery water, variable but currently £25.00 per month.  
g) Business Stream – Garden of Rest water, variable.  
h) Business Stream – variable direct debit for Sandringham Park water. 
i) Business Stream – OMP water, variable direct debit.  
j) Yorkshire Gas & Power – variable for the provision of gas at the York Road Depot. 
k) Yorkshire Gas & Power – variable for the provision of electricity at the cemetery, 

York Road Depot, Weir Lights, and Old Men’s Parliament.  
l) Telefonica UK Limited – variable mobile phones. 
m) Fuel Genie – variable Van Fuel 
n) Lloyds Bank Plc - Multiuse Bank Card Fee & Expenditure - £3 per month fee plus 

variable expenditure. 
o) Firstcom Europe Ltd (Deep Blue) - provision of telephone services - £74.86 per 

month plus call charges 
p) Document Solutions Ltd – variable for the use of the printer in the Town Hall Offices. 
q) Vodafone - £184.72 
r) Peninsula - £653.42 per month for HR and Health & Safety support services. 
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COUNCILS DOCUMENTS & GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 

30 26-27  Council strategy and action plan. 

It was NOTED that progress against the agreed council strategy would be reported at the 

Annual Town meeting. 

 

31 26-27 Council’s Documents 

The below documents were received and considered. It was NOTED the addition of text to 

item 5e of the Standing Orders which refers to Full Council meetings only: 

 
“The first business conducted at the annual meeting of the council shall be the election of 
the Chair and Vice-Chair (if any) of the Council.  No councillor can stand as Chair unless 
served as a Councillor for a minimum of 12 months and must have completed all the starter 
training required on inception.” 
 

Following a proposal by Councillor Riddell, seconded by Councillor Nicholson, it was 

RESOLVED to amend section 11.7 of the Financial Regulations to include: “subject to 

appropriate access of funds for Council purposes.” 

 

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Lavocah, it was 

RESOLVED that the following reviewed documents be adopted. Policies as amended can 

be found on the Council website. 

 a) Standing Orders (revised) 

 b) Financial Regulations (as revised) 

 c)  Code of Conduct 

 d) Publication Scheme (as revised) 

 e) General Privacy Notice (as revised) 

 f) Equality and Diversity Policy (as revised) 

 g) IT Policy (New) 

 h) Training Policy (as revised) 

 i) Markets Policy – Deferred 

 j) CIL Policy (New) 

 k) CIL Application Form (New) 

 l) Website Accessibility Statement (New) 

 

32 26-27 Asset Register 

Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Smith, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the reviewed and updated asset register 

be adopted. The value of the council’s assets currently stands at £ 1,263,202. 

 

It was queried what the value of the Whittaker Shelter and confirmed it was valued at 

£67,000. 

 

33 26-27 Risk Assessment 

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Moss, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the general risk assessment strategy for 

the 2026/27 period be adopted. 
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34 26-27 Internal Control 

 

Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Lavocah, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the council’s internal controls and internal 

audit plan for the 2026/27 period be approved and adopted. 

 

35 26-27 Internal Auditor 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Coates, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that Mulberry Local Authority Services LTD 

(Mulberry Local Authority Services | Financial and governance services for local authorities) 

be appointed as the council’s internal auditor for the 2026/27 period, to carry out their duties 

in accordance with the requirements of the Practitioner’s Guide 2026. 

 

36 26-27 Police Matters 

a) Police Matters 
The crime statistics for the Wetherby ward in April 2026 were RECEIVED AND 
NOTED. They showed a total of 13 reports of anti-social behaviour and 63 other crimes. 
It was noted that Wetherby there has been an overall reduction in crime across the 
Wetherby ward during April. 
 

b) PACT – April 2026 
The following points were NOTED from the meeting held on 5th May 2026:  

• Some incidents have been reported at Thorpe Arch industrial estate. Officers 
are keeping an eye out and speaking the businesses to warning them. 

• Some reports of cyclists on electric bikes waring balaclavas have been raised 
and are being investigated. 

• Congratulations were expressed to Acting Sergeant, Andy Kapkowski, who will 
be leaving Wetherby Police Station for a promotion. Sentiment was given to his 
excellent work in the area for 18 years and that his leaving will be a great loss 
to Wetherby and surrounding areas. 

 

37 26-27 Highways 

 No new information was noted. 

 

38 26-27 Correspondence – None. 

 

39 26-27 Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Town Council will be held on 9th June 2026, as agreed under item 

11 26-27. 

 Items for the agenda to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 2nd June 2026. 

  
The meeting closed at 8.58pm. 
These minutes were recorded prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE: ……………………………………………………………………

https://mulberrylas.co.uk/
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Date:   Tuesday 14th April 2026 

Time:   6.00pm  

Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillors: Mulhall (Chair), O’Byrne, Carr, Lavocah & Bradley 

   

In attendance: Assistant Clerk, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 MINUTES 

 

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. 
It was RESOLVED that apologies from Councillor Newcombe be received, and reasons for absence 
approved. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None 
 

3. Minutes. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 10th March 2026, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Wetherby Town Council Payments. 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 10th March 2026 to 
14th April 2026. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2508 – £1.21 - Sum-up (Card Fees – Thursday market) 

• Transaction 2532 – £2,000 - St Anne’s Community Services (Grant Smart Education Interactive)  

• Transaction 2507 – £653.42 - Peninsula (H&S and HR Support) 

• Transaction 2509 – £46.29 Document Solutions (Printer Contract) 

• Transaction 2510 – £20.31 YGP DD (Electricity - Cemetery) 

• Transaction 2559 - £150 C Mulhall Expenses (Glitter Ball)  
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments are to be made. 

 

5. Wetherby Town Council Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 10th March 2026 to 14th April 2026 in 
line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
 
The following receipts were checked: 
 

•  Transaction 510 – £2,210.34 – Unity Bank (Interest) 

• Transaction 507 – £932.70 – N Hepburn (Plot purchase) 

• Transaction 495 – £464.85 – Thursday Market (Tolls) 
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6. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multiuse card payments to be made for the period between  
10th  March 2026 to 14th April 2026. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2541 – £39.99 Aldi (Folding Trolley)  

• Transaction 2542 – £201.60 UK Point of Sale Group (A Board) 

• Transaction 2539 - £1.65 Wm Morrisons (Milk) 
 

7.    Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Councils cashbooks and corresponding bank statements to 31st 
March 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 

8.    Town Hall CIO payments.  
Members conducted a check on a sample of payments for the period of 10th March 2026 to 14th April 
2026.  

 

• Transaction 1308 – Touchwood of Wetherby Ltd - £58.99 (Decorating Supplies & Light bulbs) 

• Transaction 1311 – Legionella Leeds - £569.99 (Legionella Risk Assessment) 

• Transaction 1324 - £693.36 Pickering Lifts - (Tinsel Town Monitoring) 

• Transaction 1299 - £250.73 – YGP Electricity (Town Hall Electricity)  
 

9.    Town Hall CIO receipts. 
Members conducted a check on a sample of receipts as shown on the Town Hall CIO Bank Statements 
during the period from 10th March 2026 to 14th April 2026. 

• Transaction 817 – HTF Legal - £51.37 (Room Hire) 

• Transaction 847 – Jodi Johnson - £82.68 (Room Hire) 
 

10.    Town Hall CIO Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Town Hall CIO’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements 
to 31st March 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 
11.    Budget Comparison – DEFERRED. 

 
12.    PWLB lending facility Audit Statement 

Members RECEIVED and NOTED the PWLB lending facility Audit Statement as of 31st March 2026. 
 

13.    Next meeting. 
 The next meeting of the Budgets & Governance Committee was confirmed as being held on  
 Tuesday 12th May 2026. 
 Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 5th May 2026. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6:42pm 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Administration Assistant.



 

APPENDIX 2 
PLANNING COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 
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Date:    Monday 20th April 2026 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Carr (Chair) 

Councillor Nicholson 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
   Councillor Mulhall (from 5:14pm) 
 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Chapman. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 
 

3. Public Participation - None. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 
 
4.1 9th March 2026  

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026, as approved 
at Full Council on Tuesday 14th April 2026, were RECEIVED.  
(Paper circulated).  
 

4.2 30th March 2026 
The notes of the inquorate Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 30th March 2026, were 
RECEIVED. 
(Paper circulated). 
 

5. Consultations on planning applications. 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications, except item 5.6, subject 

to the proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow 

Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency 

are achieved.  
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5.1 26/01286/FU | Single storey front, side and rear extensions | 3 Coxwold View Wetherby 
LS22 7PU 
 

5.2 26/01375/FU | Single storey rear extension | 2 Patterdale Approach Wetherby LS22 6FF 
 

5.3 26/01445/FU | Single storey rear extension, and rear link extension to detached garage; 
Conversion of garage to habitable rooms, replacing existing garage door with windows | 
14 Badger Wood Glade Wetherby LS22 7XR 
 

5.4 26/01473/FU | Demolition of existing conservatory; construction of single-storey rear 
extension; conversion of integrated garage into habitable space; new window and door 
to side | 9 Templar Gardens Wetherby LS22 7TG 
 

5.5 26/01767/FU | Roof alterations to existing side garage, partial garage conversion 
incorporating bi-fold doors to the side; and single storey rear extension | 45 Badger 
Wood Glade Wetherby Leeds 
 

5.6 26/01421/FU | Change of use of first and second floor from commercial use to two flats | 
11A Crossley Street Wetherby LS22 6RT 
It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications subject to the 
proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow 
Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-
efficiency are achieved and subject to the proposed development meeting the minimum internal 
space requirements for residential buildings as outlined Policy H9 of the Leeds Core Strategy 
Selective Review.  
 
*Councillor Mulhall joined at 5:14pm.* 
 

5.7 26/01272/FU | Part two and single storey side link extension with associated alterations 
to existing garage and forming balcony with balustrading above; first floor rear 
extension; associated landscaping | 3 Ings Walk Wetherby LS22 5FE 
 

5.8 Any other applications received for consideration since Tuesday 14th March 2026: 
 
5.8.1 26/01691/FU | Removal of side dormer and alterations incorporating hip to gable, 

forming first floor side and rear extension; open porch to front; conversion of 
integral garage to habitable room; single storey rear extension; alterations to 
fenestration to both sides | 9 Don Avenue Wetherby LS22 7UG 

 

6. Pre-application Consultation Response. 
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED correspondence from Northern Planners on a pre-application 
consultation for redevelopment of building merchants on land off Watersole Lane. Committee to await 
the full planning application.  

 

7. To receive other planning applications. 
The below applications were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
7.1 26/9/00041/MOD | Reserved Matters Application for 762 dwellings relating to scale, layout, 

appearance and landscaping pursuant to Outline Application (17/02594/OT) NON 
MATERIAL AMENDMENT to 21/08506/RM Amendments to the approved Reserved Matters 
Update House Type Plans and Elevations (January 2023) to House Type Plans and 
Elevations (January 2026). This covers amendments to the Sandbeck Housetype range, 
and to the accessible housing provision across the development. | Racecourse Approach 
Wetherby Leeds LS22 5EG 
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7.2 26/01309/CLP | Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for a porch to the front | 18 
Otterwood Bank Wetherby LS22 7XT 
 

7.3 26/01173/CLP | Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for a single storey rear 
extension | 23 Aire Road Wetherby LS22 7UE 
 

7.4 26/01397/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by condition 4 (cycle parking) 
to planning application 21/08506/RM | Land Off Racecourse Approach Wetherby LS22 
 

7.5 26/01666/DTM | Determination of telecommunications equipment for a 22.9m high 
monopole (height to the top of the headframe), with associated 6 no. antennas, the 
installation of 1 no. 300mm diameter dish antenna, the relocation of 1 no. 300mm diameter 
dish antenna, the siting of 1 no. equipment cabinet, with 3 no. existing equipment cabinets 
to be removed, associated radio units, all within a secure fenced compound and ancillary 
works | Existing Telecommunications Base Station Site Land Adjacent To A.58 Wetherby 
South Of Ings Walk LS22 5DR 
 

7.6 26/9/00049/MOD | Demolition of existing bungalow and garage; erection of three dwellings, 
garages and associated works - NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT TO 25/01383/FU - Turning 
of the house fronting the highway 90degrees | 20 Deighton Road Wetherby LS22 7TE 
 

8. Applications for works to trees.   
Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012  
The below applications for works to trees were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
8.1 26/01392/TR | T1 Beech - To draw back from front of property by 2.5-3m to suitable growing 

points to stop squirrel ingress | Spinney House 14 The Spinney Wetherby LS22 6SH 
 

8.2 26/01358/TR | T1 willow - Reduce the very top of the tree by 5 m to form a more formal 
shape reducing the sail of the tree as the fear is more branches will fail in high winds | 56 
Hall Orchards Avenue Wetherby LS22 6SN 
 

8.3 26/01887/TR | T1 Ash: Dead unstable to be removed this week. T2 Lime: Remove 
watershoots on main stem. | 12 Nichols Way Wetherby LS22 6AD 
 

8.4 26/01985/TR | G1: Crown lift group of trees along right of way to 4m for access. | Police 
Station Boston Road Wetherby LS22 5HA 

 

9. To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and   
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications.  
 
Notably, the development of a self-contained bungalow (26/00171/FU) on Spofforth hill has been 
refused. 

 

10. Items for information 

• A scoping application for the development of 650 homes on Wetherby’s boundary has been 
raised (26/01106/SCOPE). It was NOTED that as the development is in North Yorkshire, 
Wetherby Town Council was not informed nor consulted. Members will watch for further 
developments. 

 

 

 

 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
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11. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 11th May 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:30pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.



 

APPENDIX 3 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 
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Date:    Monday 9th March 2026 

Time:   5:30 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.  

 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Moss 

Councillor Mulhall 

Councillor Newcombe (Chair) 

Councillor O’Byrne 

Councillor Carr 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk (virtual) 

Assistant Clerk 

Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies – None. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

 
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 
 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 
The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 26th January 2026, as approved at 
Full Council on Tuesday 10th February 2026, were RECEIVED.  

 

5. Items arising from the last meeting. 
 
5.1 Church on the Corner Survey. 

The Church on the Corner condition survey has been undertaken, and the report is expected in 
the following weeks. Initial conversations suggest that the roof is in good condition however 
replastering may be required. Facilities Officer to look at getting indicative quotes for the cemetery 
workshop repair. 
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6. Greenspaces and recreational areas. 
 
6.1 Millennium Field.  

The Facilities Officer reported on conversations held with Leeds City Council (LCC) on the future 

of Millennium Field. LCC have indicated that they are inclined to allow Wetherby Town Council to 

continue leasing the field, potentially up to 20-years, however, would like to see Wetherby Town 

Council commit to the following: 

• The creation of a butterfly corridor 

• Installation of more bins/benches 

• The planting of additional blossom trees 
A previous consultation raised that the general public consensus has been in favour of keeping 

the field in its current state (see Property Committee meeting, 03.02.25, item 5.2). The committee 

expressed they were not inclined to make changes in opposition of public consensus; however, 

they were open to other more permanent improvements. The lack of guarantee that the changes 

requested would be maintained once the new lease lapses was also raised as a concern. 

 

It was AGREED to investigate indicative costs for wheelchair accessible path improvements & 

contact the school to check if they plan to maintain their lease of the land adjacent. 

 

6.2    Sandringham Park Fly-tipping. 
It was reported that fly-tipped waste, largely comprising of construction and paving waste, has 
been found on the westside of Sandringham Park, backing onto residential buildings. The waste 
was uncovered as part of a bush and bramble reduction project undertaken in the area. Due to 
the location, it is unlikely that the waste was deposited from a vehicle.  
 
Due to the type of waste and location, it cannot be removed easily, and the exact weight of 
materials cannot be known until work has been undertaken. A provisional quote of £2,140 has 
been received, however costs could be higher if the waste is heavier than estimated. 
 
Letters have been sent to local residents to make them aware of the works, the costs, and to 
request any information on the fly tipping. 
 
The removal of brambles has also revealed some residents may have unauthorised access to 
the park from their gardens.  
 
Following an extensive discussion, it was RESOLVED to take the following actions: 

• To give delegated authority to the Facilities Officer to proceed with removal of the waste 
within the confines of the budget and Financial Regulations.  

• Due to safety issue posed by the waste, to proceed with quickest option for removal. 
 

6.3 Sandringham Park. 
Friends of Sandringham Park have indicated that they may not continue to operate, and the 
organisation’s members are in communication with Wetherby Town Council to explore options to 
keep it running. 
 
Noted that as a community organisation, Friends of Sandringham Park opens up new 
opportunities for funding that the council cannot access. 
 
The committee considered whether the community organisation could incorporate other 
greenspaces in Wetherby, as some members of the public have indicated interest in creating 
similar organisations and groups for other greenspaces around Wetherby. 
 
It was AGREED to continue discussions with Friends of Sandringham Park and explore the above 
suggestion. 
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7. Wetherby Cemetery. 

 
7.1 White letter box. 

The committee considered a report for the installation of a “Letters to heaven” white letter box at 
the Cemetery on Hallfield Lane, following a proposal from a member of the public. 
 
The Committee considered issues that may impede the project, including concerns around 
damage and vandalism, and how to ensure GDPR compliance in disposing of the letters. 
 
It was NOTED that the resident has offered to donate £200 towards the cost of the letter box. 
Councillor Carr offered to donate an additional £100 towards the costs. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to install a freestanding letter box utilising the funds 
donated.  

 

7.2 Ash Scattering. 
The committee considered a report from the Facilities Officer to create a dedicated space for 
scattering ashes in the Cemetery. Currently ashes scattered either at the back of the cemetery 
or in the memorial garden. The committee considered that installing benches in a secluded area 
of the cemetery may result in creating an environment which encourages vandalism and anti-
social behaviour. 
 
Following a discussion, it was agreed to proceed with exploring options and costs to improve the 
space around the memorial wall to create a more sympathetic area for ash scattering. 

 

8. War memorial. 
The cleaning and inspection of the War Memorial has been completed. It is recommended that checks 
are conducted annually however practical difficulties accessing the War Memorial long-term may limit 
this. 
 
Thanks were extended to the resident who gave access to their land to install scaffolding which enabled 
the cleaning. A letter of thanks will be sent to the resident. 

 

9. Facilities Report.  
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED a verbal report on the management of Wetherby Town Council 
properties and facilities. 
Notable items include: 

• The new bubble play panel has been installed at Sandringham Park. 

• The Facilities Officer is in communication with Streetscape playground manufacturing to look at 
more cost-effective surfacing options for Scaur Bank Playground and Mason Field.  

• The Facilities Officer and Town Clerk are exploring options for improved flood defences at Scaur 
Bank, for consideration at a future meeting. 

• Wetherby in Bloom have expressed interest in extending one of the flower beds at Jubilee 
Gardens into a sweeping bed by the garden’s entrance. 

• Bin emptying is being undertaken at the Garden of Rest and Bridgefoot Gardens by the 
Council’s grounds maintenance contractors. New bins may be required at Bridgefoot Gardens 
as the current bins are too small. 

• Ivy and trees have been removed from Bridgefoot Gardens. 

• A report was received that a property sale sign has been erected on land off Walton Road. The 
sign has since been removed and additional checks added to the inspection list. 

• The fallen fence panels on Walton Road have been coned off. It is unknown who is responsible 
for the fence. The Facilities Officer is liaising with Leeds City Council to try identify the 
department responsible. 
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• Initial tree planting options provided by LCC were discussed and noted by members. Awaiting 
formal proposal. 

 

10. Items for information 
Councillor Newcombe reported that Wetherby Lions are exploring the possibility of funding a bus shelter 
in Wetherby. No site has been identified at this time. Councillor Newcome to share the council’s 
previous findings and costings for the installation of a bus shelter with CIL funding. 

 

11. Next meeting. 
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be held on the 18th May 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.04pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.



 

APPENDIX 4 
TOWN HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
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Date:    Monday 30th March 2026 

Time:   5.30pm  

Location:   School Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE  

 

Present:  Councillor Chapman 

  Councillor Coates 

Councillor Moss (Chair) 

Councillor Mulhall 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk (virtual) 

  Assistant Clerk 

  Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 

Newcombe, Councillor Bradley, and Councillor Carr. 

 
2. Declarations of interests – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public Participation - None.  

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1 (3) 
 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 
The minutes of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting held on Monday 26th January 2026, 
as approved by Full Council on Tuesday 10th February 2026, were RECEIVED.  

 

5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
 

6. Facilities management and maintenance. 
 

6.1 Town Hall Lift.  
Works to the lift are almost complete. Due to new fire regulations, a new fire panel is required to 
ensure the lift works safely in the evert of a fire. Works are expected to be signed off by Easter. 

 
6.2 Court Room refurbishment. 

Two quotes have been received for works to the crack in the wall in the Court Room, with differing 
opinions on what the wall requires. It was reported that one contractor believes the crack is not a 
structural concern and only requires a cosmetic fix, while another contractor believes the crack 
to be structural, requiring the installation of a lintel.  
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A quote for a cosmetic repair totals £600 including VAT while the second quote for the installation 
of a lintel to ensure structural stability has been quoted at £6,000 including VAT.  
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerk and Facilities Officer 
to confer with a structural engineer on the wall’s structural requirements and proceed with the 
best value option for repair up to £6,000.  

 

7. Bookings and Financials. 
 
7.1 Summary of bookings. 

Items 7.1 and 7.2 were discussed in the round. 

 

The committee received bookings data and NOTED that the fall in bookings over the winter period 

is expected. 

 

Following a discussion, it was AGREED that this item be reviewed quarterly and simplified to 

display only hours booked, and costs taken. 

 

7.2 Wetherby Town Hall hire charges. 
The committee received a proposal outlining current Town Hall charges, current maintenance 
costs, and recommendations for bringing the hire rate in line with long-term maintenance 
requirements. It was NOTED that the current rates cover the Caretaker costs but not overall 
maintenance costs. Hirers are not aware of set-up and clear down costs. This needs to be 
included in the hire rates.  

 

Following a discussion, the following was RESOLVED: 

• To accept the recommendations outlined in the proposal. 

• That new hirers be quoted a total fee (Price on Application) which includes caretaker, set 
up, admin, room hire, services, clear down and hire period costs included in the total rate. 

• That existing hirers be given a 1-month notice period for the initial price increase. 

• That going forward, hire rates will be reviewed annually, to be increased in line with 
inflation to ensure ongoing maintained costs continue to be met. 

• That existing hirers be gradually brought in line with the new base rate in 6-month gradual 
increments.  

• That new rates come into effect from 1st May 2026. 
 

8. Heritage Open Day. 
Members considered a proposal from the Wetherby Civic Society to open the Town Hall and run tours 
for Heritage Open Day as part of a “Open Wetherby” event. Two staff members would be required, a 
caretaker and staff member to conduct tours. The open day would also require exclusive use of all 
rooms for the full day. 
 
Members NOTED that this would constitute a considerable cost, not just for staff and maintenance 
costs but for loss of earnings on the day and therefore would not be able to provide exclusive use of 
the whole of the town hall for the whole day free of charge. 
 
It was suggested that Civic Society may be able to apply for external funding to cover the cost, such as 
the Wetherby Town Council grant or MICE funding. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Town Hall can be made available for exclusive 
booking for Heritage Open Day at cost.  
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9. Facilities Officer – additional updates. 

• Legionella Test – Passed most recent test. Test required to be re-undertaken in 2 years’ time. 
 

10. Date of next Town Hall Management meeting. 
The date of the next confirmed meeting of the Town Hall Management Committee will take place on 

Monday 20th April 2026 at 5:30pm.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 6.42pm. 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant 

Clerk.



 

APPENDIX 5 
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Date:    Monday 20th April 2026 

Time:   5.30pm  

Location:   School Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE  

 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 

  Councillor Coates 

Councillor Moss (Chair) 

Councillor Mulhall 

Councillor Carr 

 

In attendance:  Assistant Clerk 

  Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 

Chapman and Councillor Newcombe 

 
2. Declarations of interests – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public Participation - None.  

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1 (3) 
 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 
In the interest of timekeeping, item 4 was deferred until after item 9. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Town Hall Management Committee meeting held on Monday 
30th March 2026 be approved. 

 

5. Matters arising from the last meeting – None. 
 

6. Facilities management and maintenance. 
 

6.1 Town Hall compartmentation survey 
A quotation for a Fire Compartmentation Survey of the Town Hall was RECEIVED and 
CONSIDERED. 

 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to give delegated authority to the Facilities Officer and 
Town Clerk to proceed with the survey using the most cost-effective option should further quotes 
be received. 
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6.2  Emergency Lighting. 
Following additional checks of the fuse box (refer to item 6.3, 08.09.2025) after receiving a report 
that the emergency lighting failure may have resulted from a fuse box fault, it was NOTED that 
emergency lighting had failed a recent test. Quotations for remedial works are being collated to 
ensure the Town Hall is compliant with fire regulations and works will be progressed within the 
Town Clerk’s authority due to the safety concern posed. 

 

6.3 Court Room refurbishment 
It was NOTED that a supplier for works to the crack in the Court Room has been selected and 

relevant insurance documentation from the supplier is being awaited. The supplier plans to install 

2 lintels to ensure the Town Hall is structurally sound for the foreseeable long-term future. 

 

However, another crack has been found further along the wall, which is being investigated. 

 

6.4 Wetherby Town Hall Lift. 
Members NOTED that the newly installed lift in the Town Hall is operational. Some minor 

decorative works remain, particularly around the fire panel. Thanks were expressed to the staff 

who arranged for the new lift and who worked to minimise disruption to Town Hall hirers. 

 

6.5   Quinquennial review  

It was NOTED that the previous Quinquennial report is up for review. The committee received a 

quotation for a new report totalling £2,200 + VAT. Two other quotes are being awaited.  

 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to proceed 

with the best cost option. 

 

7 Bookings and Financials. 
 
7.1  Wetherby Town Hall hire rate feedback 

Members NOTED that no negative feedback on the increase to the Town Hall’s hire rate. A new 

booking has been given the new Saturday night rate.  

The previous rate resulted in a loss to the Town Hall. Staff will continue to monitor and review as 

necessary. 

 

8 Facilities Officer – additional updates. 
The Facilities Officer updated on any other items not covered elsewhere in the agenda. Notably: 

• A query was raised as to whether the Town Hall CIO could organise it’s own events in the Town 
Hall, such as Fairs, Jumble sales, and Boot sales, with funds raised going to the Town Hall’s 
future maintenance. 

• Bee Crafty have given their market dates for 2027, however some clashes have arisen. A joint 
discussion between the Markets Committee and the Town Hall Management Committee to be 
arranged. 

 
9 Date of next Town Hall Management meeting. 

The date of the next confirmed meeting of the Town Hall Management Committee will take place on 

Monday 11th May 2026 at 5:30pm.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 6.22pm. 

These minutes were recorded Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant Clerk.
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Date:    Tuesday 14th April 2026 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Buckle (Chair) 

Councillor Harrington 
Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Coates 
 

In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
   Administration Assistant 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
1. Apologies. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 
It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Nicholson. Apologies were also received from member J. Kent. 
 
Apologies from member D. Turner were received post-meeting. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 
 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 
The minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 13th January 2026, as approved 
at Full Council on the 10th March were RECEIVED. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting  

Councillor Lavocah updated on investigations into the running of a Murder Mystery night. It was NOTED 
that plans have been paused for now while the results of the events survey are discussed. 
 
Councillor Smith gave an update on plans for Yorkshire in Bloom. The ‘Knitting Ninja’s’ have partnered 
with the ‘Knitwits & Hookers’ knitting group on a large-scale knitting project around the town in July.  
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6. Carol Concert & Light Switch-on event 
Apologies from the Chair of the Wetherby Business Association were received.  
 
A provisional request has been received from Wetherby Business Association for the council to take 
over operation of the annual Carol Concert and Light Switch-on events. 
 
The committee considered the following topics: 
 

• What are the requirements for the organisation of these events. What stakeholders are involved in 
the events and what is their degree of involvement. 

• What are the financial requirements for these events and where ongoing funding for their operation 
could be sourced.  

• That a full business proposal is required to fully understand the scope of these events. The 
committee expressed that it is difficult to commit until the requirements are fully understood. 

 
Following a discussion, it was AGREED to re-request a representative of Wetherby Business 
Association to attend the Welcome to Wetherby meeting in May with a full business proposal including 
costings.  
 
Due to the expected led-time required to organise these events, concern was made that it would be 
difficult to commit to these events should the proposal be delayed further. 

 
7. Live Webcam Proposal 

The committee received a proposal requesting the council consider installing a webcam to stream live 
footage of the town for touristic purposes. Proposed locations included: to the exterior of the Town Hall, 
on a lamppost outside the Angel, and in close proximity to Wetherby bandstand and the river. 
 
The following points were considered: 

• What licencing conditions would be required 

• Initial and ongoing costs of the camera and live streaming service. Consideration would have 
to be made for how electric hookup would be acquired. 

• The Town Hall’s status as a listed building and the limiting factors for installation on the building. 

• Camera installation by or on the Angel would require the consent and ongoing agreement of the 
building’s occupants. 

• A camera installed on a lamppost or on the Wetherby bridge would require the consent of Leeds 
City Council. 
 

Following discussion, it was suggested to contact other Town Councils operating a live camera to 
enquire about how well the webcam has been received in their area. It was AGREED for The Assistant 
Clerk to investigate the costs, maintenance and licensing implications.  

 
8.     Leeds 400 

After a short discussion it was suggested that the Wetherby District Lions Club may wish to add their 
Drovers Day event to the Leeds 400 celebrations which are taking place over the July 2026 – June 
2027 period. Councillor Harrington to enquire. 

 
9. Items for information – None 
 
10. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

The date of the next Welcome to Wetherby Committee has been confirmed as 12th May 2026 at 4.30pm  
 

  
The meeting closed at 5:05pm. 
These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Officer and Assistant 
Clerk.  
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