“ WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
MARKETS COMMITTEE MEETING

WETHERBY
MINUTES
Date: Tuesday 23 June 2026
Time: 5:30pm
Location: School Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE
Present: Councillor Bradley (Chair)

Councillor Buckle
Councillor Moss
Councillor Riddell

In attendance: Town Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Facilities Officer

MINUTES

1.  Apologies.
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3)

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor
Lavocah

2. Declarations of interests - None.
Localism Act 2011, s 31
Members' Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20

3. Public participation — None.
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3)

4. Minutes.
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1)
The minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on Thursday 19th March 2026, as approved at
Full Council on Tuesday 14th April 2026, were received.

5. Matters arising from the minutes.
It was NOTED that the May Continental Market has been cancelled due to a lack of trader interest. The
dates of the next Continental Market has been confirmed as 16", 17", and 18" October 2026.

6. Market Boards.
It was reported that the new market stall boards are degrading quicker than expected. The Facilities
Officer has investigated alternatives including polyurethane boards; however they were deemed
unsuitable by the supplier. It was noted that many alternatives are difficult to procure due to the boards
needing to be a custom size to fit the market stall frames. Wetherby market’s stall erector has been
contacted to advise what other markets are using.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to contact GH Brooks & Co Ltd and delegate authority to
the Town Clerk and Facilities Officer up to £3,000 to procure suitable alternative boards.
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10.

11.

12.

Trader Tolls.

It was reported that there needs to be more uniformity in tolls to ensure fair treatment of all traders. The
previous market licence states that tolls are calculated per square footage where the stall is larger than
the standard stall size. However, where space is available space, the Town Clerk allows traders spread
out to fill the market and reduce redundant space, with an understanding that traders must pull into the
space they pay for as needed.

It was NOTED that while the market does not currently break even (with staffing costs included), the
Market is considered a council service to the Town due to the town’s market charter.

The Committee discussed incentives for traders, including:

e Pay for 11 weeks upfront and get 12" week free or at discount. This would reduce card fees.
The Clerk is to monitor and revise the discount based on feedback.

e That prices be amended to be based on 1 stall space, 2 stall spaces, and 2.5 stall spaces —
stall size is based on frontage not depth however it is at the discretion of the Town Clerk to
ensure the depth of each stall is reasonable and not at risk of blocking the throughfare.

e Operator of the Continental Market to reach out the Thursday market traders to invite them to
join the October market.

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk implement the above incentives and send a
letter to the traders explaining new rates and options.

Market Licence & Code of Conduct
The Town Clerk reported on investigations into updating the market licence.

It was reported that the Market Policy will require further amendment to correspond with the new licence
being reviewed and to include emergency evacuation procedures for the market

Once the new licence is implemented, it will be reviewed every five years and include a caveat to retain
the right to review market prices ad-hoc.

6 Weeks of Summer Market 2026.

The committee received a report on activities planned for the 6 Weeks of Summer market. This year’s
6 weeks of Summer will feature themed weeks such as a food week (Wetherby Whaler to provide
vouchers, taste testing, and food related activities), a creative week (craft activities, flower arranging),
and a summer week (ice cream / facepainting and other activities).

The Wetherby Wailer and the Wetherby and District Foodbank have requested a stall to run Family
friendly activities over the 6 Weeks of Summer.

Councillor Bradley to contact the Local police and Fire Service to request their attendance on the
market.

The Committee gave thanks to the staff for their work

Any other updates — None.

Items for information — None.

Date of next Markets Committee meeting.
The next meeting date was confirmed as being held on Tuesday 20" October 2026 at 5:00pm in
Wetherby Town Hall. An extraordinary meeting may be called as needed.

The meeting closed at 6.35pm.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Admin Officer and Assistant Clerk.
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