
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7PM ON TUESDAY ON 9th JUNE 2026 IN  

THE COURTROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman 

Cllr N Harrington 
    Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor & Chair) 

Cllr N O’Byrne 
 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 
    Cllr W Coates  

Cllr G Moss 
Cllr A Riddell 

    Cllr E Smith  
 
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 
    Cllr D Carr 

Cllr J Lavocah 
Cllr S Newcombe (D Mayor & D Chair from item 46 26-27) 

      
     
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Ward Councillor Lamb & Stables, 4 members of the 

public 
 

38 26-27 Questions or comments from members of the public – None. 

 Not later than 7.15pm. 

 

39 26-27   Words from the Mayor – Thanks to the outgoing Captain of Salvation Army 
Councillor Mulhall addressed the outgoing Captain of Wetherby Salvation Army, Yvonne 
West, expressing gratitude for their service to the Town throughout their time in the position 
and presented her with flowers. 
 
The Council wish her well in all her future endeavours. 

 
40 26-27 

 
Reports from Ward Councillors 
 
Cllr Stables 

• Dementia Event – Reminder that the LCP Dementia Awareness & Support Event will 
be held on Thursday 11th June, inside the Town Hall and outside on the Market 
place.  

• Peoples Emergency Briefing – A Peoples Emergency Briefing will be held at 
Wetherby Methodist Church on Thursday 11th June at 7pm. 

• Public Planning meeting – reported that there was a great turn out at the public 
planning meeting held on the 28th May at 7pm which is indicative of the level of 
concern among residents regarding the additional proposed developments in the 
area 

• Traffic Regulation Order for a number of works across Wetherby and surrounding 
villages, including works to implement more blue badge parking spaces in Wetherby, 
works can be expected in July/August subject to no objections 
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Cllr Lamb 
• Petrol Station – Reported that the planning consent for the petrol station has lapsed 

without pre-commencement conditions being discharged. Investigations are 
underway.  

• One Stop Centre – Reported on conversations undertaken with LCC to bring the One 
Stop building back into use. Councillor Lamb aims to have a project brief to present 
to the Town Council at the next meeting. 

• Hudson Way – Investigations are underway into water course issues on Hudson 
Way.  

• Hudson Way – The Environment Agency and Yorkshire Water are investigating a 
number of issues into the watercourse converging at Hudson Way. 

• Wetherby High School – All details between Leeds City Council (LCC) and 
Department for Education (DFE) have been agreed and the decision notice to give 
approval for the new school is expected to be issued shortly. 

• Wetherby Theatre Group – Councillor Lamb working with the group to help find 
options for new premises. 
 

41 26-27 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations – 
None. 

 
42 26-27 Apologies. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Riddell, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillor Nicholson. 

 

 43 26-27 Minutes of the Town Council meeting. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor O’Byrne, seconded by Councillor Harrington, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes be approved and signed as a 

true record. 

 

  44 26-27          Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

 

  45 26-27 Mayor’s update – The Mayor reported on the engagements he had attended since the last 

meeting, including the Community Café hosted by the Wetherby District Food Bank, a visit to 

St Gemma’s Hospice, the opening of a new security company, attendance at the Lord Mayor 

of Leeds Civic Service, and a visit to a Wetherby resident celebrating their 101st birthday. 

 

46 26-27   Election of Deputy Mayor  
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Carr, it was RESOLVED   

by a unanimous show of hands to elect Councillor Newcombe to act as Deputy Mayor and 

vice-chair of the Council for the 2026/27 civic year. 

47 26-27 Councillor Vacancy – East Ward 
The Council received a recommendation from the Co-option Committee. It was NOTED that 
only 1 application for the role was received. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED by a vote of 11 hands for and 2 abstentions, that Mr D Roberts be co-opted to 
the Council upon receipt of his declarations of interest and signed Acceptance of Office. 
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48 26-27 Town Clerk’s update report 

 The Clerk reported on the following items: 

• Repair of the Court Room is arranged for next week and expected to take 2 weeks. 
The room will be closed to hirers during that time. 

• Addressing concerns regarding the Garden of Rest – the flower beds are in a period 
of rest and are expected to be re-planted with flowers on the 18th June 2026. Grass 
verges have deteriorated over time, the Council’s grounds contractor is re-grassing 
the edges to return the flower beds to their original size. 

 
49 26-27 Strategy meeting. 

It was NOTED that a working group meeting will be held on the 30th June at 5pm to update 
the Council’s agreed 2023-2025 Strategy Document. 

 
50 26-27 Markets Policy 

The council received a new draft Markets Policy with revised adverse weather section. 
  

Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Riddell, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the policy be approved. 

 
51 26-27 Civility and Respect Pledge. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge. 

 
52 26-27 Annual Report 

The committee received an initial draft version of the Annual Report outlining the format and 
style of planned report.  

 
Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Smith, it was 
RESOLVED that authority be given to the Clerk to progress with the publication of the report. 
 
A copy of the draft will be emailed out to councillors. Any comments on the report to be sent 
to the Town Clerk. 

 
53 26-27 Financial Reports/updates    

 
a) List of Payments 

It was proposed by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 51 payments totalling 
£63,891.45 reviewed at the Budgets & Governance meeting prior to this meeting for 
the period between 14th May 2026 to 10th June 2026, be approved and can be found as 
appendix 1 from page 4492. 

 

b) Budget Comparison 

The Town Clerk reported on the discussion held at the Budgets and Governance 

Committee meeting prior to the Council meeting. 

 

Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor O’Byrne, it was 

RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the budget comparison be 

RECEIVED.  

 

c) Year End Financial Reports 
The year-end financial reports were RECEIVED and NOTED.  
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d) Year End Internal Audit 
The internal auditor’s opinion and recommendations was RECEIVED and NOTED. A 
copy of the auditor report will be available from the Town Council’s website (Accounts - 
Wetherby Town Council), with yearend documents, once submitted. 

 

54 26-27  Annual Governance & Accountability Return to 31st March 2026. 

a) Annual Governance Statements 2025/26 
Following a proposal by Councillor Muhall, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED that by a unanimous show of hands that section 1 of the 2025/26 AGAR 
was reviewed and confirmed.  
 

b) Annual Accounting Statements 2025/6 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it 
was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the accounting statements in 
Section 2 of the 2025/26 AGAR were reviewed and confirmed.  
 

55 26-27   Budgets & Governance Committee 

   The minutes of the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on the 12th May 2026, 

as approved by committee members on the 14th April 2026, were RECIEVED by the Council. 

The minutes can be found as appendix 2 from page 4495. 

 
56 26-27 Planning Committee 

a) Minutes – 2nd June 2026. 
It was proposed by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Planning 
Committee meeting be approved by committee members and received by the council. 
The minutes can be found as appendix 3 from page 4498. 
 

b) Development – Land off Hudson Way 
It was NOTED that the previous planning meeting, concerning the proposed 
developments on Wetherby’s boundary, including this development, was attended by 
181 attendees, indicating significant public opposition to the application. 
 
The council expressed that its concerns extend beyond individual applications being 
approved, focusing instead on the cumulative adverse impact that would arise should 
all proposed sites on Wetherby’s boundary, totalling an estimated 5,000 new homes, 
be approved. 
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Harrington, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it 
was RESOLVED to submit a response to the consultation objecting to the proposal on 
the grounds that it has been brought forward in advance of the Local Plan being 
adopted and that Wetherby has not only met, but exceeded, its identified housing need 
until 2042. 
 

c) North Yorkshire Council – Call for sites 
The extension to North Yorkshire Council’s call for sites to the 22nd June 2026 was 
NOTED. 

 
57 26-27 Property Committee minutes – 18th May 2026. 

 Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Property Committee 
meeting be approved by members and received by the council. 

 The minutes can be found as appendix 4 from page 4501. 
 
 
 

https://wetherbytowncouncil.gov.uk/your-council/accounts/
https://wetherbytowncouncil.gov.uk/your-council/accounts/
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58 26-27 Welcome to Wetherby minutes– 12th May 2026. 
 Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Coates, it was 

RESOLVED to defer this item to the next available meeting. 
 
59 26-27  Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 

 
a) Police matters. 

The crime statistics for the Wetherby ward in May 2026 were RECEIVED AND  
NOTED. They showed a total of 12 reports of anti-social behaviour and 117 other 
crimes.  

 
b) PACT update information May 2026. 

• Reports have been made of increased on street parking creating blockages. 
Tickets have been issued where the hazardous parking has been seen by officers. 

• ASB figures are lower overall across Wetherby throughout May. Crime rates in 
Wetherby are 50% lower overall when compared to crime statistics from the 
beginning of 2024.  

 
60 26-27 Highways – No new updates received. 
 
61 26-27 Correspondence – No new updates received. 
 
62 26-27 Next meeting to be held on 14th July 2026 – Noted. 

Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 7th July 2026. 

 
Meeting was closed at 7.49pm 
Minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 

SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:   ...........................................................................................  



 

APPENDIX 1 
LIST OF PAYMENTS 

 

 
4491 

Wetherby Town Council Minutes – 9th June 2026  Chair’s Initials:_____ 
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APPENDIX 2 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  

BUDGETS & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
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Date:   Tuesday 12th May 2026 

Time:   6.00pm  

Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillors Mulhall (Acting Chair), Carr, Lavocah, and Bradley 

   

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Clerk, 1 representative of CCLA 

 

 

 MINUTES 

 

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. 
It was RESOLVED that apologies from Councillor Newcombe and Councillor O’Byrne be received, and 
reasons for absence approved. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None 
 

3. Minutes. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 14th April 2026, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Investments. 
 
a. Guidance on Local Government Investments.  

Guidance information on Local Government Investments was RECEIVED and NOTED.  
 

b. Investment Fund - CCLA. 
A representative from CCLA gave a presentation on safe investment opportunities for Wetherby 
Town Council’s reserves. 
 
It was NOTED that the presented investment packages are designed in line with any policy and 
good practice requirements for local government, charity, and community organisations.  
 
Town Clerk left the meeting at 6:06pm, returning at 6:11pm. 
 
The committee thanked the representative for their time. 

 
4.2 Reserves & Investments Policy. 

The committee received and considered a draft Reserves & Investment Policy.  
 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to make recommendation to Full Council for its 
approval. 

 
 

5. Wetherby Town Council Payments 
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Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 14th April 2026 to 

12th May 2026. 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2551 – Wetherby Town Hall CIO - £18,398.13 (Staff costs – Recharges) 

• Transaction 2581 – Vodafone - £184.72 (Mobile Phones (Burials, Caretaker)) 

• Transaction 2599 – YGP - £107.08 (OMP Electricity) 

• Transaction 2593 – Flower Club - £65.00 (Civic Service) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments are to be made. 

 

6. Wetherby Town Council Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 14th April 2026 to 12th May 2026 in 
line with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
 
The following receipts were checked: 
 

•  Transaction 533 – Leeds City Council - £422,186.61 (CIL Funding) 

• Transaction 531 – Thursday Market Tolls - £454.30 (Card Tolls 30.04.26) 

• Transaction 525 – Thursday Market Tolls - £373.55 (Card Tolls 23.04.26) 
 

7. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multiuse card payments to be made for the period between  
14 April 2026 to 12th May 2026. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2540 – Wm Morrisons Supermarkets Ltd - £29.99 (Refreshments) 

• Transaction 2542 – UK Point of Sale Group Ltd - £201.60 (A-Board)  
 

8.  Bank Reconciliations. 
 Members conducted a check of the Councils cashbooks and corresponding bank statements to 30th 
 April 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 

9.  Town Hall CIO payments.  
Members conducted a check on a sample of payments for the period of 14th April 2026 to 12th May 
2026.  

 

• Transaction 1399 – Yorkshire Gas and Power - £621.57 (Town Hall Gas) 

• Transaction 1332 – Kylefire - £1374.58 (Fire Alarm System) 
 

10.  Town Hall CIO receipts. 
Members conducted a check on a sample of receipts as shown on the Town Hall CIO Bank 
Statements during the period from 14th April 2026 to 12th May 2026. 

 
The following receipts were checked:  

 

• Transaction 899 – David Jones Accountants Ltd - £234.26 (Room Hire) 

• Transaction 907 – Chameleon Creative Arts - £99.90 (Room Hire) 
 

11.  Town Hall CIO Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Town Hall CIO’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements 
to 30th April 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 
12.  Budget Comparison – DEFERRED. 
13.   Internal Audit Quotation 
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Members received and considered a quotation from Mulberry Local Authority Services LTD for an 
internal audit service for the financial year commencing 1st April 2026. 
 
It was RESOLVED to proceed with Mulberry Local Authority Services LTD.  

 
14.   Next meeting. 
 The date of the next meeting of the Budgets & Governance Committee will be confirmed at the Annual 

Town Council meeting on Tuesday 12th May 2026. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6:58pm 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Administration Assistant. 

 

   



 

APPENDIX 3 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
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Date:    Monday 2nd June 2026 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 

 

Present:     Councillor Moss 

Councillor Nicholson 

Councillor Lavocah 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
   1 member of the public 
 

 

In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Nicholson act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Bradley, Councillor Carr and Councillor Chapman 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 

3. Public Participation. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

A member of the public objected to planning application 26/02596/FU on the basis that the application 

does not address the concerns raised by the Transport Authorities report nor meet the goals set out by 

Leeds City Council's Vision Zero ambition. A letter of objection was shared with the committee. 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 20th April 2026, as approved at Full 
Council on Tuesday 12th May 2026, were RECEIVED.   

 
5. Consultations on planning applications. 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications, except item 5.5, subject 

to the proposals meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow 

Today, Sustainable Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency 

are achieved.  

 

5.1 26/02172/FU | Two storey side extension | 11 Glebe Field Garth Wetherby LS22 6WH 
 

5.2 26/02326/FU | Single storey rear extension with raised patio area and steps | 7 Ashburn 
Grove Wetherby LS22 6WB 
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5.3 26/02377/FU | Demolition of existing garage to the side; Part two, part single storey side 

and rear extension, incorporating garage to the side | 3 Briar Gate Wetherby LS22 7YX 
 

5.4 26/02581/FU | Single-storey extension to front; conversion of second-storey into habitable 
space including dormer windows to both sides; conversion of integrated garage into 
habitable space; new windows and doors to front and rear; new rooflights to side | Ings 
Lodge Linton Road Wetherby 
 

5.5 26/02596/FU | Change of use of annexe to self-contained bungalow, including partial 
conversion of garage space to residential accommodation with two rooflights and small 
roof extension | Mount House 3 Spofforth Hil Wetherby 
It was RESOLVED that the Council objects to this application on the basis that it does not appear 
to adequately address the highway safety concerns raised from the Transport Statement 
previously submitted for the site.  
 

• Intensification of the road – The Spinney has already surpassed the recommended 5 
dwellings it should serve as outlined in the Transport SPD (part 2, para 197 & 228). The 
additional expected increase in vehicular movements is an unacceptable further 
intensification of a substandard private road and public footpath. 

 

• Increased risk to pedestrians - The pathway is anecdotally reported to be widely used by 
pedestrians, including dog walkers, cyclists, and students accessing nearby bus stops. 
Additional vehicular movements would pose an increased risk to pedestrians in an area 
of restricted visibility, and the proposal appears contrary to Leeds City Council's Vision 
Zero ambition of eliminating deaths and serious injuries on the transport network. 

 
5.6 26/02564/FU | Variation of condition 2 (Approved Plans) of previous approval 23/01507/FU 

(Phased development to comprise demolition of existing buildings and erection of a food 
store (Use Class E), care home (Use Class C2) and eight senior living homes (Use Class 
C3) with associated access, parking, servicing area and landscaping) to bring the 
development in line with Lidl?s latest store specification, alongside minor alterations to 
the care home and senior living homes to meet operational requirements | Mercure Hotel 
Leeds Road Collingham 
 

5.7 26/02703/FU | Front and rear gable extension; widening of drive to accommodate a third 
car | 8 Ennerdale Close Wetherby LS22 6TZ 
 

5.8 26/02780/FU | First floor extension to the front | 14 Langdale Close Wetherby LS22 6YE 
 

5.9 Any other applications received for consideration since Friday 22nd May 2026: 
 
5.9.1 26/02783/FU | Demolition of the existing front porch, construction of a rear 

extension, replacement of existing windows and doors, replacement of existing 
timber cladding with new timber cladding, insta lation of a green roof and 
associated internal alterations. | 10 Fledborough Road Wetherby LS22 6AB 
 

5.9.2 26/02932/FU | Single storey side/rear extension; new pitched roof replacing flat roof 
to front bay; replacement windows and new smal windows replacing large windows 
to first floor side/rear | 49 Oakwood Road Wetherby LS22 7QY 

 

6.    To receive and note other planning applications. 
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED other planning applications within the Wetherby Ward without 
need for consultation  
6.1 26/01996/CLP | Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for a single storey side 

extension | 8 Meyrick Avenue Wetherby LS22 6SP 
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6.2 26/01857/COND | Consent, agreement or approval required by conditions 5 

(Cycle/Motorcycle Facilities), 7 (Construction Management Plan), 13 (Window Details) and 
14 (Screen Details) of Planning Application 24/05402/FU | 11 North Street Wetherby LS22 
6NT  

 

6.3 26/02022/COND | Consent agreement or approval required by condition 11 (Construction 
Environmental Management Plan) of planning application 17/02594/OT | Land Off 
Racecourse Approach Wetherby LS22 
 

7. Applications for works to trees.   
Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012  

The below applications for works to trees were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 
7.1 26/02406/TR | T1 Sycamore: Lift the canopy up to 5m removing 2 limbs at the bottom. T2 

Sycamore: Lift the canopy to 5m above ground level removing 2 Limbs. | 6 Noble Crescent 
Wetherby LS22 7DU 

 
7.2 26/02268/TR | Permission is request to reduce the height of the Cypress trees (Mostly 

Leyland) from approx. 4 metres to approx 2 metres. | Arbour House Oak Ridge Wetherby 
LS22 6GT 
 

7.3 26/02129/TR | T1 Ash: Fell. The tree is showing early signs of Ash Dieback and is situated 
immediately adjacent to the car park, presenting a potential risk to nearby users and 
vehicles. T2 Hawthorn: Fell. The tree contains a significant cavity and is exhibiting clear 
signs of decay. T3 Sycamore: Lateral reduction by 2 to 3m. To be reduced on the side 
nearest the building to maintain safe clearance and prevent potential contact with the 
structure. T4 Sycamore: Lateral reduction by 2 to 3m. To be reduced on the side nearest 
the building to maintain safe clearance and prevent potential contact with the structure. 
T5 Sycamore: Fell. The main stem is dead approximately three-quarters of the way up the 
tree, resulting in significant structural failure and increased risk of collapse. G6, G7, G8, 
G9 Birch: (front of site, adjacent to car park) Crown lift required to achieve up to 5m 
clearance over parking bays. This is necessary as larger vehicles are currently making 
contact with lower branches. | Walker Court, Units 2 And 3 And Rear Of Unit 1 Walker Court 
Audby Lane Wetherby LS22 7FD 

 

8. To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and   
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications.  

 

9. Items for information 
The committee noted information on a new potential development on Land off Hudson Way, on the 
boundary with Wetherby. The application will be taken to Full Council, in line with the committee’s terms 
of reference. 
 
Councillor Moss left the meeting at 5.20pm. 

 

10. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Tuesday 23rd June 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:28pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
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Date:    Monday 18th May 2026 

Time:   5:30 pm  

Location:   Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE.  

 

Present:  Councillor Bradley 

Councillor Chapman 

Councillor Mulhall 

Councillor O’Byrne 

Councillor Carr 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk 

Assistant Clerk 

Facilities Officer 

Councillor Matt 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

In the absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Mulhall act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillors 
Newcombe and Moss. 

 
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations – None. 

Localism Act 2011, s31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41 (1) 

The minutes of the Property Committee meeting, held on Monday 9th March 2026, as approved at Full 
Council on Tuesday 12th May 2026, were RECEIVED.  
 
It was RESOLVED to move to item 6.4 at 5.35pm, returning to item 5 at 6:24pm. 

 

5. Items arising from the last meeting. 
 
5.1 Sandringham Park Fly-Tipping and hedgerow. 

It was NOTED that poor ground conditions have prevented the clearance of fly-tipped materials 
at Sandringham Park. Contractors are ready to undertake work once the ground is dry. 
 
Funding is being sought to enhance the hedgerow. 
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5.2 Church on the Corner Survey. 
The condition survey for the Church on the Corner has been completed. Confirmation is being 
sought from the sponsor that funds are still in place to proceed with works. 
 
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that, once funding is confirmed, the Council enter into 
discussions with Churches Together regarding use of the church. 
 

5.3 Cemetery Workshop. 
The Committee received a quotation of £33,000 for repointing the Cemetery Workshop. It was 
reported that, while a potential contractor was pricing the works, they suggested that the recent 
repointing works at the Church on the Corner may have used an unsuitable mortar. The Facilities 
Officer will investigate. 
 
A budget still needs to be identified; however, the building is secure for the time being. 
 

6. Greenspaces and recreational areas. 
 
6.1 Scaur Bank Playground. 

Following an inspection of the play area, it was reported that the SEN swing had failed inspection. 

A quotation of £1,680 (inc. VAT) was received for a like-for-like replacement. It was NOTED that 

no warranty is offered on swing sets. 

 

The Committee also NOTED a request from a member of the public to replace the bridge section 

within the Kompan play structure with one fitted with railings, to address concerns about the 

perceived risk of young children falling. A quotation of £2,518.32 (inc. VAT) was received for the 

replacement. 

 

It was NOTED that the bridge is low to the ground and that the bark surfacing complies with the 

critical fall height (CFH) requirements for the equipment, helping to reduce the risk of injury. The 

Committee considered that a fall from the bridge would not be dangerous if the equipment were 

used appropriately and by children within the intended age range. 

 

Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to replace the swing set with a like-for-like equivalent 

at £1,680 (inc VAT), and to implement signage at the site reminding the public that children should 

be monitored while using the play area.  

 

6.2    Scaur Bank Playground Surfacing. 
It was reported that the bark surfacing at Scaur Bank requires topping up, and the Committee 
received a report on alternative surfacing options. 
 
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that, owing to the safety issue identified, delegated 
authority be given to the Facilities Officer to appoint a contractor to top up the surfacing on the 
basis of best value. 
 

6.3 Friends Of Group 
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the following meeting. 
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6.4 Tree Planting. 
Councillor Nicholson presented options for externally funded tree planting across Council sites. 
These included: 

• Tree planting in Raby Park, with whips in the centre and high carbon-absorbing species 
planted along the roadside edges. 

• Fruit trees in Sandringham Park as part of a community remembrance.  

• Trees along the river at Scaur Bank/King George’s Field to support flood defence and 
biodiversity. 

• Whips planted in Millennium Field. 
 

A survey carried out by LCC on tree planting options generated 116 responses, the majority of 

which were from Wetherby residents. 

 
The Committee considered the requirements of each site. It was noted that the Council had 
recently been required by the Environment Agency to remove 200 self-seeded saplings from the 
river edge at Scaur Bank at considerable cost, and that replanting trees there may not represent 
good value for money. However, the Committee was open to alternatives, such as reeds, which 
could improve river biodiversity. 
 
The Committee also considered recent public views on planting in the parks. Some residents 
near Raby Park have expressed opposition to further planting there, and a recent survey 
undertaken by LCC on Millennium Field suggests there is significant opposition to additional tree 
planting at that site. 
 
Following an extensive discussion, it was RESOLVED that further research into the following 
options was required: 

• Raby Park – To confirm whether roadside trees would be affected by road gritting, and 
whether there would be any cost implications from LCC in changing the agreed site 
management plan. 

• Sandringham – To explore what Fruit trees LCC would be able to plant, as part of the 
community orchard/hedgerow project already in discussion for Sandringham Park. 

• Scaur Bank/King Georges Field – To investigate alternative planting options such as 
reeds.  

• Millenium Field – To postpone any further investigations into this site until after a lease 
renewal has been agreed. 

• To liaise with local groups at the Wetherby BMX Track, Devil’s Toenail and Hudson Field 
to understand any requirements for tree planting at those sites. 

 

Thanks were given to Councillor Nicholson for their research on this project. 

 

6.5 Bridgefoot Gardens & the Garden of Rest. 
The Facilities Officer reported on progress with the replanting of the Council’s show gardens. 
Living Potential has taken over weeding in the Garden of Rest and will undertake replanting there 
in June, following a period of rest. 
 
Bridgefoot Gardens is currently being maintained by Council contractors. The Council’s grounds 
maintenance contractor will reduce the flower beds to their original size when weather conditions 
allow. 
 

6.6 Community Noticeboard. 
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the following meeting. 
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7. Facilities Report.  
The Committee RECEIVED and NOTED a verbal report on the management of Wetherby Town Council 
properties and facilities. 
Notable items include: 

• Gate House – Although Wetherby Town Council has planted this area in previous years, LCC 
has advised that the Council should no longer plant flowers on this land. The area will be 
reseeded with grass seed. 
 

8. Items for information – None. 
 

9. Next meeting. 
The next meeting of the Property Committee will be held on the 23rd June 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 6.47pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.  


