WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL
OFFICER REPORT

To: Town Hall Management Committee

From: Facilities Officer

Date: 20t July 2026

Subject: Town Hall Mural

1.  Purpose of Report
To discuss the décor and photograph frames in the foyer of the Town Hall and
consider alternative options that will maintain the history of Wetherby in a more
modern way.

2. Summary

2.1 The Town Hall and Wetherby have a rich history and much of it is displayed in the
Town Hall in frames. The frames are getting tired and the images beginning to fade. A
redecoration project is currently underway which aims to enhance the historic features
with a modern twist.

2.2 Due to the fading of images and no known copies, some pictures have been removed
to preserve them or have already been damaged.

2.3 It would be advantageous if members could discuss the options and consider an
alternative way of displaying images while preserving the heritage of the town. It is
proposed that a wall mural is created using the existing images that will be scanned
and restored before being put into storage.

3. Background Information

3.1 There are many images in frames in the foyer of the Town Hall which explain
Wetherby’s interesting history including the Great Sale of Wetherby, the market
Charter and Wetherby landmarks over the years. Some images are fading and are
being monitored due to no known copies available. These will need to be preserved
eventually.

3.2 Discussions with local artists have identified a desire to display local artwork in the
Town Hall foyer on a rota basis. By reducing the amount of wall space used by photo
frames, more space will be available to invite displays of local artwork, therefore
working with the community in a positive way.

4. Quotations Received
None officially obtained but a local company have offered to supply a wall mural
providing their costs are covered.

5. Risk Factors Identified

5.1 Frames with glass in can be smashed and glass shards may cause injury. A wall mural

eliminates the need for glass and frames. A wall mural may get vandalised but will be
coated with a protective layer.



5.2

6.1

6.2

6.3

10.

Allowing important images to fade and fall into disrepair would be disappointing for
both current and future generations.

Financial Implications
Is there a cost involved in the decision?
Yes.

Is there a budget to support the cost?
No

Can the matter be funded from other sources?
Potentially part funded by creators.

Climate & Biodiversity Emergency Considerations
None at this time.

Crime & Disorder Considerations
None at this time.

Equality Impact Considerations
A wall mural will be visible for all rather than placed high up in frames.

Recommendations / Actions

It is recommended that members consider the installation of a wall mural that will
feature much of the town’s rich history and notable dates in a timeline along the left
wall leading to the School Room. The following link from the Civic Societies website
details some key events that have happened in Wetherby over the years, Wetherby
Timeline — Wetherby Civic Society.
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https://www.wetherbycivicsociety.org.uk/wetherby-timeline/
https://www.wetherbycivicsociety.org.uk/wetherby-timeline/

- Direct Debit
first launched
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