
 

WETHERBY TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

7pm ON TUESDAY ON 14th JULY 2026 IN  

THE COURT ROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, 
WETHERBY, LS22 6NE 
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Present:  North Ward Cllr H Chapman 

Cllr C Mulhall (Mayor & Chair) 
Cllr M Nicholson 

 
  West Ward Cllr D Buckle 

Cllr W Coates  
Cllr G Moss 
Cllr E Smith  

 
  East Ward Cllr P Bradley 

Cllr D Carr 
Cllr S Newcombe 
Cllr D Roberts 

      
     
In Attendance:  Town Clerk (Remote), Assistant Clerk, Ward Councillors Lamb & Stables,  
  Five members of the public 
 

63 26-27 Questions or comments from members of the public 

  Not later than 7.15pm. 

• Following a screening of the ‘A Peoples Emergency Briefing’ at Wetherby Methodist 
Church there was a request from a member of the public to have a repeat showing at 
the Town Hall. 

• A follow-up request for grass cutting along the ginnel between Crossley Street and 
Barleyfields Lane was received – referred to Ward Councillors. 

• Sunday morning street sweepers on Sandringham Road couldn’t clean effectively as 
there were cars parked overnight – referred to Ward Councillors. 

• Concerns raised relating to resurfacing works on Victoria Street resurfacing works. 
Another team is expected to clear missed sections. 

 
64 26-27 

 
Reports from Ward Councillors 
 
Cllr Alan Lamb 

• Privas Way – Planning consent has lapsed for the Petrol Station Development on 
Privas Way. The removal of the hedge has been reported however as there are no 
protections on the hedge, no further action can be taken.  

• Resurfacing works at Crossley Street Carpark have been completed.  
• Wetherby High School - planning permission has been granted. Thanks were given 

to Councillor Lamb for his efforts. 

• One Stop Centre – The Council received a report on Leeds City Council’s (LCC) 
position regarding the refurbishment of the One Stop Centre. It was NOTED that the 
building had fallen into disuse during the Covid period and is no longer DDA 
compliant. LCC has confirmed that it is now in a position to enter into discussions 
about revitalising and reusing the One Stop Centre. A member of the public 
highlighted the historical significance of the building. It was expressed that despite 
the significant work required to bring the building up to modern standards, it would be 
a vital asset for residents, community groups and the wider community. Many have 
expressed an interest in remaining in, or returning to, the building to operate from it. 
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Councillor Newcombe declared a non-pecuniary interest due to his personal 
connection with Tempo FM which operates from One Stop Centre. 

 
Following a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Newcombe it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that Wetherby Town Council is willing to enter 
into discussions with LCC on the future of the building.  

 
Cllr Norma Harrington – Not present 
 
Cllr Stables – None 
 
Councillor Lamb and three members of the public left the meeting at 7:31pm. 
 

65 26-27 To receive any declarations of interest and consider requests for dispensations – No 
further interests were received.   

 
66 26-27 Apologies. 

Following a proposal by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that apologies be received, and reasons for 
absence accepted, from Councillor Riddell, Councillor Lavocah, Councillor O’Byrne, and 
Councillor Harrington. 

 

 67 26-27 Minutes of the Town Council meeting. 

  Following a proposal by Councillor Coates, seconded by Councillor Carr, it was RESOLVED 

by a unanimous show of hands that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 9th 

June 2026 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

  68 26-27          Matters arising from the minutes – None. 

 

  69 26-27 Mayor’s update – The Mayor reported on the engagements that he had attended since the 

last meeting, including a Dementia Event at the Town Hall, hosting the Privas and Civic 

Reception, Drover’s Day and the Martin House Coffee morning which raised £500 for 

Charity. 

 

  Councillor Mulhall expressed thanks to the Wetherby and District Lions and Wetherby 

Bandstand Trust for their efforts in organising Drovers Day. 

 
70 26-27 Town Clerk’s update report. - a copy given to the Mayor to read out 

 The Clerk reported on the following items: 

• Gave thanks to Living Potential. 

• Progression of the 2026 Bonfire event. 
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71 26-27 Town Clerk update of the meeting with Wetherby Business Association 
The Clerk reported on the outcome of their meeting with Wetherby Business Association on 
the future of the Christmas Events. It was NOTED that the Chair of the WBA is retiring from 
his position and that the WBA will no longer organise the Light Switch-on or Carol Concert 
events. Members noted that these events are anticipated by the public and that their loss 
would be keenly felt by the town.  
 
The Council considered the costs and staffing requirements associated with taking on these 
events. It was noted that the WBA’s estimated cost of running them totalled £5,150.00. The 
Council also considered the potential use of a third-party contractor to organise the events. It 
was reported that contact has been made with a potential celebrity guest to turn on the lights 
for the light switch-on. 
 
Following a further discussion, a proposal by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor 
Coates, the following was RESOLVED: 

• That, in principle, the Town Council will take on the running/delivery of the Christmas 
Light switch-on event. 

• That delegated authority be given to the Town Clerk and council staff to undertake 
work and provide an update and consultation with the councillors in anticipation of the 
meeting in September. 

 
72 26-27 Communication and profiling update. 

A verbal report from the Clerk was RECEIVED.  It was NOTED that publication in the NOW 
magazine and the Executive Summary has now been implemented. 

 
73 26-27 Strategy Meeting. 

Following a strategy working group meeting on the 30th June, an updated version of the 
2023-2028 Strategy Document and Action Plan was RECEIVED.  
 
It was NOTED that a few goals, such as Raby Park, Millennium Field, or the Town Hall’s roof 
replacement, that had not been met within planned timelines due to either funding constraints 
or circumstances outside the Council’s control, such as waiting on leasing agreements. 
However, it was NOTED that overall, the Council appear to be largely on target.  
 
Following a proposal by Councillor Carr, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, with one abstention, that the amended strategy 
be accepted. 
  

74 26-27 Welcome to Wetherby Governance. 
The Clerk reported on the current position of Welcome to Wetherby. Namely, that following 
multiple discussions at committee level, the committee is of the mind that it no longer serves 
the needs of the town.  
 
The council discussed future governance arrangements. It was NOTED that communications 
are now being incorporated into each committee and that there is now more direct 
involvement in council events and publications from staff over community groups. The 
committee was originally made up largely of community groups; however, these groups 
now make up a much smaller proportion of its membership. 
 
It was suggested that Welcome to Wetherby be amended to an Events Committee, as 
Welcome to Wetherby is now primarily events focused. A discussion on what events would 
come under its remit, including the newly acquired events taken on from the Business 
Association. It was further noted that additional budget provision may be required to support 
these new events and that clarity is needed on the materials required to support future 
events.  
 
Thanks were expressed to Councillor Buckle for his leadership of Welcome to Wetherby over 
the years. 
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Following a proposal by Councillor Buckle, seconded by Councillor Roberts, it was 
RESOLVED by a show of ten hands for, and one against, that Welcome to Wetherby be 
dissolved and a new events committee be formed. The Clerk will begin preparing new Terms 
of Reference, for approval at a following meeting. 

 
75 26-27 Annual Report.  
 A proof copy of the Annual Report was RECEIVED and NOTED.  
 Councillors to email the clerk with any suggested amendments.  
 
76 26-27  Dignity at Work Policy. 

   It was proposed by Councillor Carr, seconded by Councillor Chapman, and RESOLVED by 

a unanimous show of hands that the Dignity at Work Policy be approved. 

 

77 26-27   Financial Matters, reports and updates 

 

a) List of Payments (WTC)  
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands, that the list of 67 payments totalling 
£56,321.49 reviewed at the Budgets & Governance Committee meeting prior to this 
meeting for the period between 11th June to 15th July 2026 be approved and can be 
found as appendix 1 from page 4510. 
 

b) List of Payments (Town Hall CIO) 
Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Bradley, it was 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that the list of 16 payments totalling 
£12,964.49 for the Town Hall CIO, as reviewed by the Budgets & Governance Committee 
meeting prior to this meeting for the period between 11th June, to 15th July be approved 
and can be found as appendix 2 from page 4513. 
 

c) Budget Comparison (WTC) & (Town Hall CIO) 
The budget comparison report was RECEIVED and NOTED by the Council.  
 

d) August Recess 
The Clerk reported on procedures during the August Recess.  
 
It was a proposed by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Coates, and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that delegated authority be given to the 
Town Clerk in conjunction with the Chair of the Budgets & Governance Committee to 
authorise payments and any other associated management of finances during the August 
Recess. 
 
The Council also RECEIVED and CONSIDERED a grant application from the Wetherby 
Arts Festival requesting £250 to go towards their 2026 programme of cultural events in 
October. Due to the August Recess, the application could not be deferred to a following 
meeting. Following a proposal by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor 
Chapman, it was RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands that £250 be awarded to 
Wetherby Arts Festival. 

 
78 26-27 Budgets and Governance Committee 

  The Minutes of the Budgets and Governance Committee meeting held on 9th June 2026, as 
  approved by committee members on the 14th July 2026 were RECEIVED by the Council. 
  The minutes can be found as appendix 3 from page 4514. 
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79 26-27 Planning Committee  

a) Minutes – 23rd June 2026. 
It was proposed by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Bradley that the minutes 
of the Planning Committee meeting held on 23rd June 2026 be APPROVED by 
committee members and RECEIVED by the Council. The minutes can be found as 
appendix 4 from page 4516. 

 
b) Leeds Local Plan 

Councillors NOTED documents related to the new Leeds Local Plan which can be 
accessed here: https://leedslocalplan.commonplace.is/.  
Councillors to submit their induvial responses. 
 

c) August Recess – Planning 
Following a proposal by Councillor Moss, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, it was 
RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Assistant Clerk, in consultation with 
the Planning Committee, to respond to planning applications made during the August 
recess. 

 
80 26-27 Welcome to Wetherby minutes– 12th May 2026. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Coates, seconded by Councillor Nicholson that the minutes of 
the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on the 12th May, be APPROVED by committee 
members and RECEIVED by the Council. The minutes can be found as appendix 5 from 
page 4518. 

 
81 26-27  Co-option Committee – 8th June 2026. 

It was proposed by Councillor Mulhall, seconded by Councillor Newcombe, that the minutes of 
the Co-option Committee meeting held on the 8th June be APPROVED by committee 
members and RECEIVED by the Council. The minutes can be found as appendix 6 from 
page 4520. 

 
82 26-27  Markets Committee – 23rd June 2026. 

It was proposed by Councillor Bradley, seconded by Councillor Chapman that the minutes of 
the Markets Committee meeting held on the 23rd June be APPROVED by committee 
members and RECEIVED by the Council. The minutes can be found as appendix 7 from 
page 4521. 

 
83 26-27 Police Matters – Council to receive updates on: 

 
a) Police matters. 

The crime statistics for the Wetherby ward in June 2026 were RECEIVED AND  
NOTED. They showed a total of 15 reports of anti-social behaviour and 130 other 
crimes. 

 
b) PACT update information June 2026. 

The Business Watch will be holding another meeting on Monday 20th July at 5pm. 
 
84 26-27 Highways – No new updates received. 
 
85 26-27 Correspondence – No new updates received. 
 
86 26-27 Next meeting to be held on 8th September 2026 – Noted. 

Items for consideration at the next meeting to be sent to the Town Clerk by the 28th August 

2026. 

 
 
 
 

https://leedslocalplan.commonplace.is/
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Meeting was closed at 8.24pm 
Minutes were recorded and prepared by the Burials & Administration Officer and Assistant Clerk. 

 

SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:   ...........................................................................................  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
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4514 
Wetherby Town Council Minutes – 9th June 2026 Chair’s Initials:_____ 

 

Date:   Tuesday 9th June 2026 

Time:   6.00pm  

Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby LS22 6NE 

 

Present: Councillors Newcombe (Chair), Mulhall, O’Byrne, Carr, Lavocah, and Bradley 

  

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Councillor Harrington 

 

 

 MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies – None 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensations – None 
 

3. Minutes. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Budgets & Governance Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 12th May 2026, be accepted as true record. 

     

4. Wetherby Town Council Payments 
Members conducted checks on the payments to be made for the period between 13th May 2026 to 9th 

June 2026 (to include direct debit and cheque payments). 

 

The following payments were checked: 

• Transaction 2655 – Adbell Sign Systems - £99 (Banners) 

• Transaction 2633 – Wetherby Privas Twinning Association - £500 (Delegation visit grant) 

• Transaction 2644 – LCC - £206 (Rates - Market) 

• Transaction 2668 – Classic Lifts - £20,025.36 (Town Hall lift) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the checks were carried out effectively and that all payments are to be made. 

 

5. Wetherby Town Council Receipts. 
Members conducted a check on the Council’s receipts between 13th May 2026 to 9th June 2026 in line 
with the bank statements and the income transaction report.  
 
The following receipts were checked: 
 

•  Transaction 543 – Stephenson Memorial Works - £251.96 (Memorial erection WTC210) 

• Transaction 547 – Internment - £333.80  

• Transaction 548 – Transfer of Ownership - £152.00 
 

6. Multi use card payments. 
Members conducted checks on the multiuse card payments to be made for the period between  
13th May 2026 to 9th June 2026. 
 
The following Multiuse card transactions were checked: 

• Transaction 2606 – C A Johnsons - £1.25 (Milk) 

• Transaction 2623 – Wm Morrisons - £214.35 (Refreshments – Civic Service)  
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7. Bank Reconciliations. 
  Members conducted a check of the Councils cashbooks and corresponding bank statements to 31st 
  May 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 

 

8. Town Hall CIO payments.  
Members conducted a check on a sample of payments for the period of 13th May 2026 to 9th June 
2026. 

 

• Transaction 1359 – Wetherby Town Council - £5,185.20 (Salary Recharge - June) 

• Transaction 1354 – Firstcom Europe Ltd - £75.14 (Internet Services) 

• Transaction 1348 – SecuriPlex Ltd - £285.90 (Alarm works) 

• Transaction 1353 – Window Cleaning  - £120.00  
 

9. Town Hall CIO receipts. 
Members conducted a check on a sample of receipts as shown on the Town Hall CIO Bank Statements 
during the period from 13th May 2026 to 9th June 2026. 
 
The following receipts were checked:  
 

• Transaction 945 – Wetherby Gymnastics Club - £240.48 (Room Hire) 

• Transaction 940 – WISE - £81.60 (Room Hire) 

• Transaction 934 – Rattle & Hum - £91.52 (Room Hire) 
 

10. Town Hall CIO Bank Reconciliations. 
Members conducted a check of the Town Hall CIO’s cashbooks and corresponding bank statements        
to 31st May 2026. It was RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations and checks be approved. 
 

11. Budget Comparison 
Members reviewed and considered the budget comparison report to 31st May 2026. 
 

12. CCLA High Interest Deposit account 
It was RESOLVED to deposit The Council’s reserves and CIL monies into a high-interest deposit 
account provided by CCLA. 

 
13.     Next meeting. 
 The date of the next meeting of the Budgets & Governance Committee will be held on Tuesday 14th 

July 2026. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 6:30pm 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 

 



 

APPENDIX 4 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
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Date:    Tuesday 23rd June 2026 

Time:   5.00 pm  

Location:   School Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Wetherby, LS22 6NE 

 

Present:     Councillor Bradley 

   Councillor Chapman 

   Councillor Moss 

Councillor Carr (Chair) 

 
In attendance: Assistant Clerk 
      
 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Nicholson and Councillor Lavocah 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 

Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 

3. Public Participation – None. 
Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes. 
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 2nd June 2026, as approved at Full 
Council on Tuesday 9th June 2026, were RECEIVED.   

 
5. Consultations on planning applications. 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch.1, para. 8 

It was RESOLVED that there are no objections to the following applications, subject to the proposals 

meeting or exceeding the requirements and guidance in the ‘Building for Tomorrow Today, Sustainable 

Design and Construction SPD to ensure that the highest standards of eco-efficiency are achieved.  

 

5.1 26/03049/FU | Single storey side and rear extension; New entrance door to the front; 
Extension of existing dormer window to the side; Removal of bay windows and alteration 
to existing bay window to front, New windows, cladding and render throughout | 45 
Oakwood Road Wetherby LS22 7QY 
 

5.2 26/03263/FU | Demolition of existing conservatory new single storey rear extension, 
demolition of detached garage and car ports to rear and erection of new garage and garden 
room to rear with solar panels to roof | 4 Spofforth Hill Wetherby LS22 6SE 
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5.3 Any other applications received for consideration since Wednesday 17th June 2026 – None. 

 

6.    To receive and note other planning applications. 
The committee RECEIVED and NOTED other planning applications within the Wetherby Ward without 
need for consultation. Applications that do not need consultation may include CLE, COND, MOD, ADV. 
  
6.1 26/02943/COND | Consent agreement or approval required by conditions 15 (construction 

method statement) and 20 (off site highway works) of planning application 23/01507/FU | 
Mercure Hotel Leeds Road Collingham Wetherby LS22 5HE 
 

6.2 26/03004/CLP | Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for construction of an 
outbuilding (Garden Pod) to rear | 15 Carlton Approach Wetherby LS22 6XH 
 

7. Applications for works to trees.   
Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012  

The below applications for works to trees were RECEIVED and NOTED. 
 

7.1 26/02857/TR | T2 Cherry: Remove deadwood (exempt works), reduce the length of the low 
branch extending south over the hedge by 1 meter to retain 4 meters branch length. T3 
Lime: Crown lift to facilitate 3.5 meter clearance from ground level. | 1 Orchard Place 
Wetherby LS22 6SU 

 

8. To receive updates from planning authorities. 
A list of updates and outcomes on applications received from planning authorities was RECEIVED and   
NOTED. Further information can also be viewed online at: https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-
applications.  

 

9. Items for information - None. 
 

10. Date of next Planning Committee meeting. 
The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Tuesday 21st July 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:14pm. 

These minutes were recorded by the Assistant Clerk and prepared by the Admin Officer. 

https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications
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Date:    Tuesday 12th May 2026 
Time:    4.30pm 
Location:   The Court Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE. 
 
Present:  Councillor Harrington (Acting Chair) 

Councillor Lavocah 
Councillor Nicholson 
Councillor Coates 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk 
Assistant Clerk 

   Facilities Officer 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
In absence of the Chair, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Harrington act as Chair for the duration of the 

meeting. 

 
1. Apologies. 

Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence approved, from Councillor 
Buckle and Councillor Smith.  
 
Apologies were also received from member J. Kent and member D Turner. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members’ Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 
 
4. Minutes. 

Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Welcome to Wetherby meeting held on Tuesday 14th April 
2026, as be approved.  

 
5. Matters arising from the last meeting  

The committee discussed the draft schedule of meetings for the 2026/7 year. To aid the members ability 
to attend, the committee requested that Welcome to Wetherby meetings not be held before 5pm or on 
the 1st Tuesday of the month.  

 
6. Governance and scope of the W2W Committee – to be then reviewed at ATCM  

The committee reviewed its governance arrangements and noted that its original purpose no longer 
reflects its current role. Members recognised that community needs have evolved and that the 
committee should adapt accordingly, particularly in light of the Council’s strategic review. The following 
key points were raised: 

• Welcome to Wetherby does not hold a dedicated budget for events, only for tourism. All large 
events should aim to be self-supporting.  
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• The terms of reference reflect the committee’s original goals; however, these goals are no 
longer representative of the committee’s current work. The terms of reference are to be revised 
following the Council’s strategy meeting. 

• Historically, the committee was intended to be community-led; however, despite invitations to 
local businesses, community groups and organisations, the offer has not been taken up. 

• It was queried whether external community groups could be invited annually to compile a yearly 
schedule of public events. 
 

The committee NOTED that the Council’s strategy document should be reviewed more regularly to 
ensure that each area of the Council’s work remains on track with its objectives. 
 
Following discussions, it was suggested that the Welcome to Wetherby Committee be disbanded and 
re-developed as a working group whose work would feed into the wider strategic review of the council. 
In the meantime, discussions relating to events would be referred to Full Council. 
 
Additionally, it was AGREED to suspend Welcome to Wetherby meetings until after a Council Strategy 
meeting can be held in June, which would inform future committee priorities and governance. 
 

7. Carol Concert & Light Switch-on event 
The committee noted an anecdotal request for the council take over the Carol Concert and Light Switch-
On events. However, due to the lack of a formal proposal and the non-attendance of the Chair of the 
Wetherby Businesses Association, the Committee could not agree an action. 
 
The committee noted that the costs to run these events are unknown, and discussed the future of 
Wetherby Business Association, the expected adoption of responsibilities should the council take on 
these events, and the town’s needs. 
 
Following a discussion, it was AGREED for the Town Clerk to begin investigating contingency plans 
for the Carol Concert and Light Switch-On events.  
 

8. Bonfire Event 2026 
The committee received an update on the organisation of the 2026 Bonfire Night event. The event is 
planned to be held on the 7th November 2026. Fireworks and food venders have already been secured, 
and the SAG event form is expected to be completed for submission shortly.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the ticket prices and minimum sponsorship amount remain at £5 per ticket and 
£100 + VAT for sponsorships for the 2026 year. 

 
8. Items for information – None 
 
9. Date of next Welcome to Wetherby meeting. 

The date of the next Welcome to Wetherby Committee to be confirmed at the Annual Town Council at 
7pm.  
 
Committee to recommend future meetings be held bi-monthly subject to outcome of Strategy meeting.  

 

  
The meeting closed at 5:37pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk.  
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Date: Monday 8th June 2026   

Time: 4:50pm 

Location:   Town Council Offices, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, LS22 6NE 

 

Present:   Cllr Connor Mulhall (Chair & Mayor of WTC) 

  Cllr Norma Harrington 

  Cllr Stuart Newcombe  

 

In Attendance: Assistant Clerk 

  1 candidate for co-option (until 5:10pm) 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence – None 
 

2. Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations – none.  
 

3. Exclusion of the press and public.  
 It was RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) 

Act 1960 as amended – because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted - the meeting be not open to the public during the 
session of item 4 & 5.  

 

4. Applications to join Wetherby Town Council.  
It was NOTED that one eligible application to join Wetherby Town Council has been received for the 
vacancy at East Ward. The committee discussed the application. 
 

5. Meeting of applicants. 
The Council met with one applicant who has expressed interest in joining Wetherby Town Council.  
 
The Committee asked questions in turn, exploring the applicant’s reasons for wishing to join the council, 
the skillsets and experience they possess, and what they would like to see for the future of Wetherby. 
 
The committee thanked the applicant for their time.  
 
The applicant left at 5:10pm. 
 

6. Recommendation to Full Council.  
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that Daniel Roberts be recommended for co-option as 

member of Wetherby Town Council.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 5:17pm. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Assistant Clerk. 
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Date: Tuesday 23rd June 2026   

Time: 5:30pm 

Location:   School Room, Wetherby Town Hall, Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE 

 

Present:   Councillor Bradley (Chair) 

  Councillor Buckle 

  Councillor Moss 

  Councillor Riddell 

   

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 Assistant Clerk 

 Facilities Officer 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies. 
Local Government Act 1972, s 85 (3) 

It was RESOLVED that apologies be received, and reasons for absence accepted, from Councillor 

Lavocah 

 

2. Declarations of interests - None. 
Localism Act 2011, s 31 
Members' Code of Conduct, para. 13-18, 19-20 

 
3. Public participation – None. 

Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (3) 

 

4. Minutes.  
Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para. 41(1) 
The minutes of the Markets Committee meeting held on Thursday 19th March 2026, as approved at 
Full Council on Tuesday 14th April 2026, were received. 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes. 
It was NOTED that the May Continental Market has been cancelled due to a lack of trader interest. The 
dates of the next Continental Market has been confirmed as 16th, 17th, and 18th October 2026.  
 

6. Market Boards. 
It was reported that the new market stall boards are degrading quicker than expected. The Facilities 
Officer has investigated alternatives including polyurethane boards; however, they were deemed 
unsuitable by the supplier. It was noted that many alternatives are difficult to procure due to the boards 
needing to be a custom size to fit the market stall frames. Wetherby market’s stall erector has been 
contacted to advise what other markets are using. 
 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to contact GH Brooks & Co Ltd and delegate authority to 
the Town Clerk and Facilities Officer up to £3,000 to procure suitable alternative boards.  
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7. Trader Tolls. 
It was reported that there needs to be more uniformity in tolls to ensure fair treatment of all traders. The 
previous market licence states that tolls are calculated per square footage where the stall is larger than 
the standard stall size. However, where space is available space, the Town Clerk allows traders spread 
out to fill the market and reduce redundant space, with an understanding that traders must pull into the 
space they pay for as needed.  
 
It was NOTED that while the market does not currently break even (with staffing costs included), the 
Market is considered a council service to the Town due to the town’s market charter. 
 
The Committee discussed incentives for traders, including: 

• Pay for 11 weeks upfront and get 12th week free or at discount. This would reduce card fees. 
The Clerk is to monitor and revise the discount based on feedback. 

• That prices be amended to be based on 1 stall space, 2 stall spaces, and 2.5 stall spaces – 
stall size is based on frontage not depth however it is at the discretion of the Town Clerk to 
ensure the depth of each stall is reasonable and not at risk of blocking the throughfare. 

• Operator of the Continental Market to reach out the Thursday market traders to invite them to 
join the October market. 

 
Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk implement the above incentives and send a 
letter to the traders explaining new rates and options.  

 

8. Market Licence & Code of Conduct 
The Town Clerk reported on investigations into updating the market licence.  
 
It was reported that the Market Policy will require further amendment to correspond with the new licence 
being reviewed and to include emergency evacuation procedures for the market 
 
Once the new licence is implemented, it will be reviewed every five years and include a caveat to retain 
the right to review market prices ad-hoc. 
 

9. 6 Weeks of Summer Market 2026. 
The committee received a report on activities planned for the 6 Weeks of Summer market. This year’s 
6 weeks of Summer will feature themed weeks such as a food week (Wetherby Whaler to provide 
vouchers, taste testing, and food related activities), a creative week (craft activities, flower arranging), 
and a summer week (ice cream / facepainting and other activities). 
 
The Wetherby Wailer and the Wetherby and District Foodbank have requested a stall to run Family 
friendly activities over the 6 Weeks of Summer. 
 
Councillor Bradley to contact the Local police and Fire Service to request their attendance on the 
market. 
 
The Committee gave thanks to the staff for their work 
 

10. Any other updates – None. 
 

11. Items for information – None. 
 

12. Date of next Markets Committee meeting. 
The next meeting date was confirmed as being held on Tuesday 20th October 2026 at 5:00pm in 
Wetherby Town Hall. An extraordinary meeting may be called as needed. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 6.35pm.  

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Admin Officer and Assistant Clerk. 


